
Categories of Protected Areas
All the informations were taken from IUCN website and for more information: 
https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about/protected-area-categories

https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about/protected-area-categories


Category Ia: Strict Nature Reserve

Protected areas that are strictly set aside to protect biodiversity and also possibly 

geological/geomorphological features, where human visitation, use and impacts are 

strictly controlled and limited to ensure protection of the conservation values. Such 

protected areas can serve as indispensable reference areas for scientific research and 

monitoring.



Primary objective

To conserve regionally, nationally or globally outstanding ecosystems, species 

(occurrences or aggregations) and/or geodiversity features: these attributes 

will have been formed mostly or entirely by non-human forces and will be 

degraded or destroyed when subjected to all but very light human impact.



Other objectives

• To preserve ecosystems, species and geodiversity features in a state 
as undisturbed by recent human activity as possible;

• To secure examples of the natural environment for scientific studies, 
environmental monitoring and education, including baseline areas 
from which all avoidable access is excluded;

• To minimize disturbance through careful planning and 
implementation of research and other approved activities;

• To conserve cultural and spiritual values associated with nature.



Category Ib: Wilderness Area

• Protected areas that are usually large unmodified or slightly modified 

areas, retaining their natural character and influence, without 

permanent or significant human habitation, which are protected and 

managed so as to preserve their natural condition.



Primary objective

• To protect the long-term ecological integrity of natural areas that are 

undisturbed by significant human activity, free of modern infrastructure and 

where natural forces and processes predominate, so that current and future 

generations have the opportunity to experience such areas.



Other objectives

• To provide for public access at levels and of a type which will maintain the 
wilderness qualities of the area for present and future generations;

• To enable indigenous communities to maintain their traditional wilderness-
based lifestyle and customs, living at low density and using the available 
resources in ways compatible with the conservation objectives;

• To protect the relevant cultural and spiritual values and non-material benefits 
to indigenous or non-indigenous populations, such as solitude, respect for 
sacred sites, respect for ancestors etc.;

• To allow for low-impact minimally invasive educational and scientific research 
activities, when such activities cannot be conducted outside the wilderness 
area.



Category II: National Park

• Large natural or near natural areas set aside to protect large-scale ecological 

processes, along with the complement of species and ecosystems characteristic 

of the area, which also provide a foundation for environmentally and culturally 

compatible spiritual, scientific, educational, recreational and visitor 

opportunities.



Primary objective

• To protect natural biodiversity along with its underlying ecological 

structure and supporting environmental processes, and to promote 

education and recreation.



Other objectives

• To manage the area in order to perpetuate, in as natural a state as possible, representative examples of 

physiographic regions, biotic communities, genetic resources and unimpaired natural processes;

• To maintain viable and ecologically functional populations and assemblages of native species at densities 

sufficient to conserve ecosystem integrity and resilience in the long term;

• To contribute in particular to conservation of wide-ranging species, regional ecological processes and 

migration routes;

• To manage visitor use for inspirational, educational, cultural and recreational purposes at a level which will 

not cause significant biological or ecological degradation to the natural resources;

• To take into account the needs of indigenous people and local communities, including subsistence resource 

use, in so far as these will not adversely affect the primary management objective;

• To contribute to local economies through tourism.



Category III: Natural Monument or Feature

• Protected areas set aside to protect a specific natural monument, which 

can be a landform, sea mount, submarine cavern, geological feature such 

as a cave or even a living feature such as an ancient grove. They are 

generally quite small protected areas and often have high visitor value.



Primary objective

• To protect specific outstanding natural features and their associated biodiversity and 

habitats.



Other objectives

• To provide biodiversity protection in landscapes or seascapes that have otherwise undergone 

major changes;

• To protect specific natural sites with spiritual and/or cultural values where these also have 

biodiversity values;

• To conserve traditional spiritual and cultural values of the site.


