
Categories of Protected Areas
All the informations were taken from IUCN website and for more information: 
https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about/protected-area-categories

https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about/protected-area-categories


Category IV: Habitat/Species Management Area

• Protected areas aiming to protect particular species or habitats and 

management reflects this priority. Many category IV protected areas 

will need regular, active interventions to address the requirements of 

particular species or to maintain habitats, but this is not a 

requirement of the category.



Primary objective

• To maintain, conserve and restore species and habitats.



Other objectives

• To protect vegetation patterns or other biological features through traditional management 

approaches;

• To protect fragments of habitats as components of landscape or seascape-scale 

conservation strategies;

• To develop public education and appreciation of the species and/or habitats concerned;

• To provide a means by which the urban residents may obtain regular contact with nature.



Category V: Protected Landscape/Seascape

• A protected area where the interaction of people and nature over time has 

produced an area of distinct character with significant ecological, biological, cultural 

and scenic value: and where safeguarding the integrity of this interaction is vital to 

protecting and sustaining the area and its associated nature conservation and other 

values.



Primary objective

• To protect and sustain important landscapes/seascapes and the associated 

nature conservation and other values created by interactions with humans 

through traditional management practices.



Other objectives

• To maintain a balanced interaction of nature and culture through the protection of landscape and/or seascape and associated traditional management 

approaches, societies, cultures and spiritual values;

• To contribute to broad-scale conservation by maintaining species associated with cultural landscapes and/or by providing conservation opportunities in 

heavily used landscapes;

• To provide opportunities for enjoyment, well-being and socio-economic activity through recreation and tourism;

• To provide natural products and environmental services;

• To provide a framework to underpin active involvement by the community in the management of valued landscapes or seascapes and the natural and 

cultural heritage that they contain;

• To encourage the conservation of agrobiodiversity and aquatic biodiversity;

• To act as models of sustainability so that lessons can be learnt for wider application.



Category VI: Protected area with sustainable use of natural resources

• Protected areas that conserve ecosystems and habitats, together with associated 

cultural values and traditional natural resource management systems. They are 

generally large, with most of the area in a natural condition, where a proportion 

is under sustainable natural resource management and where low-level non-

industrial use of natural resources compatible with nature conservation is seen as 

one of the main aims of the area.



Primary objective

• To protect natural ecosystems and use natural resources sustainably, 

when conservation and sustainable use can be mutually beneficial.



Other objectives

• To promote sustainable use of natural resources, considering ecological, economic and social dimensions;

• To promote social and economic benefits to local communities where relevant;

• To facilitate inter-generational security for local communities' livelihoods – therefore ensuring that such livelihoods are sustainable;

• To integrate other cultural approaches, belief systems and world-views within a range of social and economic approaches to nature conservation;

• To contribute to developing and/or maintaining a more balanced relationship between humans and the rest of nature;

• To contribute to sustainable development at national, regional and local level (in the last case mainly to local communities and/or indigenous peoples 

depending on the protected natural resources);

• To facilitate scientific research and environmental monitoring, mainly related to the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources;

• To collaborate in the delivery of benefits to people, mostly local communities, living in or near to the designated protected area;

• To facilitate recreation and appropriate small-scale tourism.



Biosphere Reserve
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/biosphere-reserves/

• Biosphere reserves are areas comprising terrestrial, marine and coastal 
ecosystems. Each reserve promotes solutions reconciling the conservation of 
biodiversity with its sustainable use.

• Biosphere reserves are ‘Science for Sustainability support sites’ – special places for 
testing interdisciplinary approaches to understanding and managing changes and 
interactions between social and ecological systems, including conflict prevention 
and management of biodiversity.

• Biosphere reserves are nominated by national governments and remain under the 
sovereign jurisdiction of the states where they are located. Their status is 
internationally recognized.

• There are 701 biosphere reserves in 124 countries, including 21 transboundary 
sites.

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/biosphere-reserves/


Three zones, one biosphere reserve!

• Biosphere reserves have three interrelated zones that aim to fulfil three complementary and 

mutually reinforcing functions:

• The core area(s) comprises a strictly protected ecosystem that contributes to the conservation of 

landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic variation.

• The buffer zone surrounds or adjoins the core areas, and is used for activities compatible with sound 

ecological practices that can reinforce scientific research, monitoring, training and education.

• The transition area is the part of the reserve where the greatest activity is allowed, fostering 

economic and human development that is socio-culturally and ecologically sustainable.


