
National Protected Areas

Turkey has made progress in protecting nature and biodiversity rich 

areas. 

Since 1990, the extent of protected areas has almost doubled to 

reach 7.2% of the territory. 

About 1.2% of these areas are protected under IUCN categories I-II. 

Protected areas are managed under different laws and regulations 

by different governmental institutions (Küçük & Ertürk 2013).



1. Convention on Biodiversity (Rio Convention -1997) 

2. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (2004) 

3. Convention on the International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES 

Convention -1996) 

4. Convention for the Protection and Development of 

the Marine Environment and Coastal Region of the 

Mediterranean Sea (Barcelona Convention - 1988) 

5. Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea 

against Pollution (Bucharest Convention - 1994) 

6. Protection of Cultural and National Heritage (1983) 

7. Convention on Combating Erosion (1998) 

8. European Landscape Convention (2000) 

9. Convention on the Conservation of European 

Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention -

1984) 

10. Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitats 

(Ramsar Convention -1994) 

11. Kyoto Protocol (2009)

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PROTOCOLS RATIFIED BY TURKEY



• Protected areas are named as National Parks, Natural Reserve Areas, 

Natural Parks and Natural Monuments pursuant to the Law no. 2873 

on National Parks.

(https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/ced/editordosya/tcdr_ing_2015.pdf)

https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/ced/editordosya/tcdr_ing_2015.pdf


• National parks are defined as “a natural area having, from scientific and aesthetic standpoints, 

both natural and cultural values of rare national and international stand, and natural, recreational 

and touristic sites. Turkey possesses 40 National Parks as of 2015. 

• National parks have great importance in protecting biodiversity in forest, steppe, wetland and 

coastal ecosystems. The “Law on National Parks” entered in force in 1983 and the term “natural 

areas” was also used in the law as well as the term “forest”. This means that the law can be 

applied to other areas to be protected besides forests. 



• Since the main purpose is to conserve nature, “Natural Reserve Areas” phrase was 

also added to the law. Natural Reserve Areas are defined in the law as “natural areas 

that are designated to be used only for scientific and educational purposes containing 

rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems and/or species and outstanding samples 

brought about by natural phenomena, and which should definitely be protected”. 

There are 31 Natural Reserve Areas in Turkey as of 2015. 



• Natural Parks are natural areas containing characteristic vegetation 

and wildlife features, and is suitable for recreation activities and 

repose of public in its scenic wholeness. According to 2015 statistics 

there were 204 Natural Parks in Turkey, and this number rose to 208 

in 2016.



PAN Parks (http://www.panparks.org/)

One National Park from Turkey was included in this system: Küre Mountains National Park

http://www.panparks.org/


Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park

Central Balkan National Park / Bulgaristan

Cepkeliai-Dzukija National Park / Litvanya

Fulufjallet National Park / İsveç

Küre Dağları Milli Parkı / Türkiye

Majella National Park / İtalya

Oulanka National Park / Finlandiya

Paanajarvi National Park / Rusya

Peneda-Geres National Park / Portekiz

Retezat National Park / Romanya

Rila National Park / Bulgaristan

Soomaa National Park / Estonya

Archipelago National Park / Finlandiya








