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Classical Urdu Literature from the Beginning
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The Pursuit of Urdu Literature: A Select  1992  to Iqbal

 History

 A History of Indian Literature 



 (Jan Gonda) 

 Modern Urdu Literature 










  



The first great flowering of Urdu literature took place
in the early decades of the eighteenth century. For
some centuries before that time Urdu had been used
as a medium of prose writing, mainly in the religious
tracts, but these were not literature except in the
very broadest sense that word can bear. Urdu poetry
too had been f lourished in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries under Muslim rulers in central
India, but this formed, so to speak, a compact and
isolated phenomenon, beginning and ending before
the continuous history of mainstreem Urdu literature
began in the northern plains. What we may call the
classical period of Urdu literature, then, begins in the
early decades of the eighteenth century; and the
great watershed of the revolt of 1857 provides a
convenient closing date.2


 (theoretical) 





  





   1962  
 


















    


  

 



3 









 4 



  

  




  
 

  

 

  
 2000 





  6(Robert E. Spiller) 



7 


 




How not to write the history of  1999

 Urdu literature

'General   8 
 Charateristics or Urdu Poetry'






9 




 
 (causation)








10 





 The Language and its Origin 
 A General Survey of Urdu Literature 

 General Characteristics
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 predatory freebooter






erotic   erotic




Erotic poetry is clearly traceable to Sufism,  to  
court influence and to  the imitation of Persian 
poetry.11




Being the adjunct to the courts, Urdu poetry
lacked tha t  va r i ety,  tha t  r ichness,  tha t
expansiveness, that originality which characterize
the best and greatest literature of the world.12




















Azad pays the complement of being the Aristotle
of Urdu poetry.13
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His knowledge of woman is also credible though no 
pure pictures of maidenhood and womanhood such 
as of Imogen, Desdemona, Portia and ophelia could 
be found.16

 
 Desdomona 

  Cymbeline  Imogen

Ophelia  The Merchant of Venice  Portia Othello 
 Hamlet 
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 Aryan Religious Thoughts
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This qasidah (ode) as genre in Urdu literature can
not claim the purity of Arab extraction. Indian and 
Iranian elements have intermingled with the
tradition of prashasti (panegyric) which had been
very strong in Sanskrit.30
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