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The first great flowering of Urdu literature took place
in the early decades of the eighteenth century. For
some centuries before that time Urdu had been used
as a medium of prose writing, mainly in the religious
tracts, but these were not literature except in the
very broadest sense that word can bear. Urdu poetry
too had been flourished in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries under Muslim rulers in central
India, but this formed, so to speak, a compact and
isolated phenomenon, beginning and ending before
the continuous history of mainstreem Urdu literature
began in the northern plains. What we may call the
classical period of Urdu literature, then, begins in the
early decades of the eighteenth century; and the
great watershed of the revolt of 1857 provides a
convenient closing date.2
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Erotic poetry is clearly traceable to Sufism, to
court influence and to the imitation of Persian

poetry.?
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:ungiU/Lng
Being the adjunct to the courts, Urdu poetry
lacked that variety, that richness, that
expansiveness, that originality which characterize
the best and greatest literature of the world. 12
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Azad pays the complement of being the Aristotle
of Urdu poetry
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His knowledge of woman is also credible thoughno
pure pictures of maidenhood and womanhood such
as of Imogen, Desdemona, Portia and ophelia could
be found.'®
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