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The danger can be resisted only by positing the fragile
and incomplete nature of the world as ultimate
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Our scientific nomenclature, expecially in the natural
sciences, is little more than a string of mnemonic
words to students who have not a smattering of
Greek and Latin, from which language most of the
terms are derived. For instance, when we know that
‘dorsal’ and 'ventral' come from the Latin 'dorsali' and
‘'ventralis' pertaining to back and belly respectively
these terms live in our imagination: otherwise it
requires a continued effort of memory to use them
correctly.
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...Many years ago, my old mother, who would be
considered uneducated... happened to be living with
me in a place where bubonic plague had broken out.
At my request, as a precautionary measure, she had
herself inoculated against it. When the fever and pain
which sometimes follow such inoculation had left
her, she asked me to explain to her the priniciple that
underlay all inoculation. | thought over the answer
for a few minutes and then had to confess to her that
as she did not understand either French or English
and | did not know enough of my mother tongue for
the purpose. | could not explain the theory of it to
her. Thereupon my mother looked me straight in the
face and said: "My son, of what use will your
education be to your country if it does not enable you
to remove the ignorance even of her of whose very
bone and flesh you are made?" | leave you all to guess
what my feelings must have been at that moment.
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...l will give you an instance. In the early stages of our
translation work, | happend to be in charge of it, and
we came across the very ordinary geographical term
"watershed". Never having studied in our own mother
tongue properly, we did not know how to render it
correctly into Urdu. Now, our committee of
orientalists coined a word which sounded to me very
difficult. Our great authority on Persian translated it
by the term "Fasil-i-Ab". | said to him that
three-fourths of the idea was correct but that
one-fourth of it was wrong. So, that word was put
aside for the time being.

Five weeks later one of us happened to be
touring in the Marathi districts of our state, namely
Aurangabad, the whole of which district contains
miniature watersheds. On asking a farmer: "What do
you call such hills?", we learnt that they were called
"pan-dhal”, which is a literal translation of
"Watershed". In this way we were able to discover a
precious term. Perhaps, | ought not to say that we
"discovered" it, for, it has been in use for hundreds of
years and we were ignorant of it, simply because we
had not paid any attention to our vernacular. This
poor villager was thus able to show the way to our
committee of learned Orientalists.
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