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This course aims to analyze the nineteenth-century United States of America with a specific focus on the cultural, social, historical, and literary formations and traditions. We shall explore the connections between artistic and intellectual developments in the United States in the nineteenth century and the social context, with particular attention to the fundamental conflicts around questions of gender, race, slavery, and the meaning of national identity.

One of the greatest ironies of nineteenth-century American thought is the heavy emphasis placed on the idea of national unity, the forging of a perfect union out of undeniably heterogeneous cultural materials, at a time precisely when a variety of forms of division, disintegration, and alienation were increasingly reflected in the nation’s political and cultural life. Particular attention will be paid to the ways in which national identity, with its rituals of memory and forgetfulness, emerges within this paradox.   
