Race in American Cinema



Lynching and violence









Jim Crow Laws (Separate but equal)



Interracial relationships and anti-
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Stereotypes of black characters in cinema



The Uncle Tom Stereotype




The Uncle Tom Stereotype

Docile
lliterate
-riendly

Happily serving his white master



The Little Colonel (1935)




The Coon Stereotype




*Foolish
*Lazy
*Slang

* Arrogant
*Trickster

The Coon Stereotype



The Coon Stereotype



The Buck Stereotype
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The Buck Stereotype

* Brutal

* Animalistic
* Erratic

* Hypersexual

* A threat to the purity of white women (fear of
miscegenation)

* Need to be tamed
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The Mammy Stereotype




The Mammy Stereotype

e Overweight

* Great cook

* Covered head

* Loud

* Funny language

* Occasionally angry but docile

* Takes care of all the white children
* Asexual

* No life of her own






The Tragic Mulatto Stereotype
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The Jezebel Stereotype

Monster’s Ball (2001)



The Jezebel Stereotype

* Highly sexualized
* Insatiable
* Partially masculinized

* Potentially dangerous
* The opposite of the mammy
* Supposedly realistic



“Fade” by Kanye West



Blaxploitation (70s)



The mob wante
5\1 Harlem back.
: They got Shaft..

; \/} up to here.
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AFT's hisname. SHAFT's his game.



..The Cat with the fl::a.liber Claws!
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FRED WILLIAMSON <., . “BLACK CAESAR" | _shues soum




Never a dude like this one!
He's got a plan to stick it to The Man!

See
and hear
CURTIS

MAYFIELD
play his
Super Fly




Don't mess aroun’with...
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. She's brown sugar
' and spice
but if you don't
treat her nice

she'll put you on icq
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Buddy Films












Oscar Awards

No director
Leading Actor: Sidney Poitier (1963), Denzel

Washington (2001), Jamie Foxx (2004), Forest
Whitaker (2006)

' eading Actress: Halle Berry (2001)

~irst Academy Award to a black actor/actress: Hattie
McDaniel (1939)




Production Companies

White experience is universal...



Movies about slavery



