
Race in American Cinema



Lynching and violence







Jim Crow Laws (Separate but equal)



Interracial relationships and anti-
miscegenation laws



Stereotypes of black characters in cinema



The Uncle Tom Stereotype



The Uncle Tom Stereotype

• Docile

• Illiterate

• Friendly

• Happily serving his white master



The Little Colonel (1935)



The Coon Stereotype



The Coon Stereotype

•Foolish

•Lazy

•Slang

•Arrogant

•Trickster



The Coon Stereotype



The Buck Stereotype





The Buck Stereotype

•Brutal

•Animalistic

• Erratic

•Hypersexual

•A threat to the purity of white women (fear of 
miscegenation)

•Need to be tamed









The Mammy Stereotype



The Mammy Stereotype
• Overweight

• Great cook

• Covered head

• Loud

• Funny language

• Occasionally angry but docile

• Takes care of all the white children

• Asexual

• No life of her own





The Tragic Mulatto Stereotype



The Jezebel Stereotype

Monster’s Ball (2001)



The Jezebel Stereotype

•Highly sexualized

• Insatiable

•Partially masculinized

•Potentially dangerous

• The opposite of the mammy

• Supposedly realistic



“Fade” by Kanye West



Blaxploitation (70s)













Buddy Films









Oscar Awards

•No director

• Leading Actor: Sidney Poitier (1963), Denzel 
Washington (2001), Jamie Foxx (2004), Forest 
Whitaker (2006)

• Leading Actress: Halle Berry (2001)

• First Academy Award to a black actor/actress: Hattie 
McDaniel (1939)



Production Companies
White experience is universal…



Movies about slavery


