Relative Pronouns
Who, whom, whose, that, and which are relative pronouns. A relative pronoun relates a dependent clause –a word group containing a subject and verb and a subordinating word- to an antecedent noun (a word or phrase to which the following word, especially a pronoun, refers) or pronoun in the sentence. 
The relative pronouns whatever, whichever, whoever, whomever, and what introduce noun clauses and do not have antecedents. 

· Whoever says that is a liar.

· You are free to invite whomever you want to dinner. 

· Do whatever you like.

· I don’t mind whichever option you choose. 

· What she wanted to learn was how we managed to uncover the truth.
Dependent clauses (subordinate clauses) have a subject and a predicate; however, they cannot stand alone as complete sentences. They are introduced by subordinators –either by a subordinating conjunction such as after, in order to, since, once, if, although, when, where, while, so that etc., or by a relative pronoun such as who, whoever, whom, whomever, what, whose, whatever, which, whichever, that. Dependent clauses include adverb clauses, adjective clauses and noun clauses, and function in sentences as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns. 
An adjective clause (a relative clause) modifies a noun or a pronoun. Relative pronouns -who, whom, whose, which, or that- or relative adverbs –where, when- are used to connect adjective clauses to the nouns or pronouns they modify. The relative pronoun usually follows the word that is being modified and also serves to refer to the noun or pronoun. 
An adverb clause modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb and answers the questions adverbs answer: When? Where? What? Why? How? (Wh-questions). Adverb clauses are often introduced by subordinators (after, when, before, because, although, if, though, whenever, wherever).

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun. It may serve as the subject, object, or the complement of a sentence. A noun clause is usually introduced by a relative pronoun (who, which, that) or a relative adverb (how, what, where, when, why).
In an elliptical clause one or more grammatically necessary words are omitted because their meaning and function are clear from the context. 

. This is the car (that) Paul bought last year. 

. You are taller than I (am).

. After the rejection of our proposal, we decided (that) it was time to focus on more important aspects. 
