



AKE 209 SURVEY OF AMERICAN CULTURE AND LITERATURE I 
2019-2020 FALL TERM– COURSE SYLLABUS

Asst. Prof. Dr. Nisa H. Güzel Köşker 
Course Objectives: “Survey of American Culture and Literature I” is an introduction to the research and interpretation of the cultures and literatures in the United States up to the 19th Century. The course familiarizes the students with a wide scope of fundamental events, time periods and ideas in the history of the United States. Thematic questions running through the course are: “How do Americans define themselves? How have they been defined? Who was included in the term “American”, who excluded? How is America defined in relation to other countries?” The themes and ideas that emerge in answer to these questions constitute primary inquiries of this course. Another significant goal of the course is to identify and interpret patterns, ideas, and themes characterizing the nation and its people. It seeks perspectives on the United States as a unity and diversity of cultures. In addition to these thematic concerns, the course focuses on a discussion and identification of cultural, philosophical, historical, and religious influences on the literature of each period. Students are therefore expected to analyze, interpret, and evaluate selected pieces of literature from each period, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques. 
Key Words: American Identities, Colonial Period, Construction of Identity, Literature, Nationhood, Multiculturalism, Puritanism, Tradition, Novelty.   
Midterm and Final Exams: Please follow the announcements for the dates of exams.
Textbooks: The Heath Anthology of American Literature (Ed. Paul Lauter)

      The American Studies Anthology (Ed. Richard P. Horwitz)

· A course package including the required readings for the course will be provided by the instructor.

Course Schedule:  
Week 1: Introduction to the Course: 
Discussion of Key Ideas and Concepts
Week 2: Multiculturalism: Gwyn Kirk and Margo Okazawa-Rey, “Indentities and Social Locations” From American Identities pp. 8-15
Week 3: Nationhood: Ernest Renan “What is a nation?”
Week 4: American Nation and American Dream: Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus” (1883)
Week 5: Native American Traditions: An Overview, Religions and Cultures:

 
Handsome Lake “How America Was Discovered”  
Week 6&7: European Perspectives and American Exceptionalism: 
Michel de Montaigne “Of Cannibals”
William Shakespeare from The Tempest
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe “To the United States”

Week 8&9: Colonizers’ Account of the “New” World:
Columbus’s Letter to Luis De Sant Angel (1493), Columbus’s Journals.             

King Ferdinand’s Letter to the Taino-Arawak Indians (around 1500)
Weeks 10&11: Early Settlers, Colonial Times, Puritanism and American Dream/Exceptionalism:
Max Weber, excerpts from The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism

Weeks 9&10: John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”

Weeks 11&12: William Bradford, “History of Plymouth Plantation”
Weeks 13&14: Anne Bradstreet, “The Flesh and The Spirit”
