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RADICALS AND CHINESE CHARACTERS
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Radicals (Bushou)

In Chinese dictionaries, Chinese characters are arranged according to the different com-
ponents that are composed of. Components that are used in this way are called “radicals”
(Bushou ), e.g. “mouth radical” (%) “mountain radical” (LI#R) “tree radical” (AKEH)
“fire radical” (A ¥F) and so forth. :

Under one radical there may be grouped independent characters and combined charac-
ters; or pictograms, indicative characters , associative characters and pictophonograms. The
component that have in common may serve as signific in some and as phonetic in others char-
acters. It may even be just a stroke or a symbol, as is often the case with simplified charac-
ters. To understand and be able to use the radicals and their respective functions in different
characters is useful both for the memorization of characters and for the use of dictionaries.
When one encounters an unknown Acharacte_r, one first analyzes it to find which component is
its radical and count the remaining strokes. Then you look for the radical in the dictionary’s
radical index and under it for the characters with the required stroke number. Among them
you will find the character you want and its page number. e.g.

“BZ”: mouth radical “0”, 3 strokes, p.164. (in.Modern Chinese Dictionary 1996)

There are three styls of radicals: 1, Radicals which are characters by themselves, e.g.
“AR” “DI"“ K" ete. 2, Radicals which are character components only, not used as indepen-
dent characters, e.g.“[” “ " “ { " otc. Most of them are variants of independent charac-
ters. 3, Radicals that consist of one stroke only; eng. ¥ J 0“4 ean )

In the dictionary there are usually about 200 radicals. This chapter introduces 73 com-
mon ones. .
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