Wri‘cten_'?:Ch’inese

Food Vocabulary and Shopping in a Chinese
Supermarket

Food vocabulary in any language is probably the most fun and also most
challenging to learn because there are just so many words to get to grips with.

Although some food words share the same Chinese , most of the time this can
actually make learning new words easier because you simply add an extra
character to create a whole new vegetable.

For example, 2 b (lud bo) is radish, whilst carrot is £L2 bk (héng lué bo) or ‘red
radish’.

Additionally, vegetables and fruits from the same ‘family’ may also share a
similar character, such as B /X (ndn gua) ‘pumpkin’, &I (hudng gua) ‘cucumber’
and &I (dong gua) ‘squash’ which all contain the character /i (gua) meaning
‘melon or gourd'.

Below are some short vocabulary lists to start you off learning some food, drink
and household items that you can buy in the supermarket, as well as some useful
phrases you might need when shopping.

If you want to learn more food and drink words in Chinese, take a look at our
Food and Drink flashcard set available in our Written Chinese Dictionary app that
contains over 300 words for you to learn!

Special Offers in Chinese

Special offers in the supermarket will usually be highlighted at the end of an
aisle or with a colourful tag. Even if your Chinese characters aren’t perfect yet,
keep an eye out for the following to make sure you don’t miss out on some great
deals!

E—3%— (maiyT song yT) Buy one get one free (lit. buy one give one)
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Percentage discounts in China do not show the amount of discount you will
receive, but the percentage you will actually pay.

A sign promoting 8% is not promoting an 80% discount, but a 20% discount. The
8%T means you will pay 80% of the original price.

.37 (...zhé) % discount

..o 44 (...yudn li & ng jian) Buy two for ##RMB

Useful Phrases for the Supermarket
1&[8]...7£H0JL? (g T ng weén...zain ar?) Where is the ....?

B AIX 1% 2482 (q T ng wén zhé ge dud shao gidn) How much is this?
15A... 3 AFE? (g T ngwen...hdiy 6 u ma?) Are there anymore?
AILLESFH Y)— T 22 (k8y 7 bangw 6 gié yT xia ma?) Can you cut it for me?

A LIS FR— TFiX 82 (k& y T bangw 6 chéng yT xia ma?) Can you weigh this
please?

E# (zhong lidng) Weights

(4*)52 (gong ke) gram

Fr (jTn) 5009

2T (gong jTn) 1kg

Food and Drink Vocabulary
%l (y T n lido) Drinks
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Z% (cha) tea

mnekE (ka fei) coffee

&t (chéng zhT) Orange juice

nE5# (piji U) Beer

ZL%15 (rG zhip T n) Dairy
4147 (nid nai) milk

E&4h (suan n &) yoghurt

#= ;M (hudng you) butter

ihEE (naildo) cheese

The borrowed word Z =t (zhT shi) is also frequently used for the word ‘cheese’.
% (dan) eggs

In China, there are many different kinds of eggs available to buy in the
supermarket. The general word for egg in Chinese is & (dan), but to specifically
ask for ‘chicken eggs’ you must say ¥ (jT dan).

%32 (sha cai) Vegetables
1+ = (tU dou) Potato

1% b (héng lué bo) Carrots

32 (bo cai) Spinach

3 (bai cai) Cabbage

Page 3 0of 6 Find more Chinese Learning on http;//www.writtenchinese.com


https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/cha/10432/1/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/kafei/2548/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/chengzhi/213000/2/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/pijiu/3369/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/#sk=%E4%B9%B3%E5%88%B6%E5%93%81&svt=pinyin
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/niunai/5436/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/suannai/18228/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/huangyou/98161/2/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/nailao/16904/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/zhishi/73693/2/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/dan/12637/1/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/jidan/3079/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/shucai/2944/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/tudou/4824/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/#sk=%E7%BA%A2%E8%90%9D%E5%8D%9C&svt=pinyin
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/bocai/17759/3/1
https://dictionary.writtenchinese.com/worddetail/baicai/6616/3/1

Wri‘cten_?Ch’inese

HiZZ (ye cai) Broccoli/Cauliflower

K& (shu T gud) Fruit

FEX (ping gu 6) Apples

¥&F (chéng zi) Oranges

PRI (xT gua) Watermelon

#8F (you zi) Pomelo

XFE (hu o long gu 0) Dragon fruit

ZF (L7 zi) Plums

Z% (xiang jiao) Bananas

#¥4% (ning méng) Lemons

FUF (li zi) Pears

k¥ (tido weéi liao) Spices and Condiments
£h (yan) Salt

K 7% (da suan) Garlic

£ (1 jigo) Chili

Z7n# (Fan qié jiang) Tomato Sauce/Ketchup
1E4£ ¥ (hua sheng jiang) Peanut Butter

%M (jiang yéu) Soy Sauce
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fit (cu) Vinegar

HiE 4% (hong béi, g U wu) Baked Goods, Cereals &
Grains

2 (mian bao) Bread

E4H£ (dan gao) Cake

#F (b 1 ng gan) Cookies

FHeZ 5 (yan mai zhou) Porridge/Oatmeal
M55 (mian tido) Noodles

A * (dam 1) Rice

Uncooked rice has a different name to cooked rice in Chinese. So, if you wish to
buy a bag of uncooked rice in the supermarket use the bigram Xk (dam 7). You
can ask for cooked rice in a restaurant with the bigram 4% (m 7 fan).

£ Y (yu rou) Meat & Fish

Although the character for ‘meat’ in Chinese is (A (rou) if you see the character
on a menu, or in the supermarket without another character such as 4 (nid)
‘cow’ or 5 (ya) ‘duck’, then this probably means it is pork.

¥& 7 (zha rou) Pork
4B (nid rou) Beef
852 (ya rou) Duck
S A (T rou) Chicken

& (yu) Fish
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H & (ri yong p T n) Household Goods

4 (cé zh T ) Toilet roll

B £ (Féi zao) Soap

hitk%E (la j1 dai) Rubbish bags
1214 (ca w a n bu) Dish cloth
#eSE#E (x T jié jTng) Washing liquid
Other Vocabulary

A#HL (youjT) Organic

3t O (jin k 6 u) Imported

=7 (gué ch & n) Domestic

You can learn more more shopping dialogues in our article How to Order Coffee
in Chinese and Other Dialogues You Need to Know
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