





SAPINUWA



Sapinuwa: Hitit Devletinin Bagka
Bir Baskenti

Sapinuwa: Another Capital City of

Hittite State

Hitit Sehri Sapinuwa'nin Idari Onemi

Hitit kiltiird, yasayan Anadolu kiltarand olusturan en
énemli dgelerden biridir, Bu uygarlikian ginimaze ulasan
kalintilar ve yazih belgeleri aragtirip degerlendirmemizle,
Anadolu tarihi ve uygarhklari hakkinda daha fazla bilgi
sahibi olmamiz miimkiin olmaktadir. Ortakéy antik ken-
tinin bulunmasi, bir bayiak merakin, hayallerin, amitlerin
gerceklesmesidir. Ortakoy Hitit sehri bir Arkeolog ve Hiti-
tolog ciftin beraber hazrladiklan proje ile qkilan yolda
kesfedilen bir dizi Hitit yerlesimlerinden biridir ve kabul
etmek gerekir ki belki de en ¢arpia netice verenidir. Bu
calisma, Hitit belgelerinde ismi bilinen sehirlerin cografya-
ya yerlegtirilmesi amaciyla, Hattusa'yt merkez alan ve onu
cevre eyaletlere baglayan yollari ve bu yollar iizerindeki Hi-
tit merkezlerini tespit edebilmek amaciyla haziflanan bir
vizey arastirmas projesidir. Onlarin bir Hitit sehri bulma
hayalleri gerceklesecek, bu hityik sehir bulunarak bilim
diinyasina kazandinilacakir. Ortakéy antik sehri: ya da Hitit
Cagr'ndaki ad “Sapinuwa’.

Ortakdy antik sehrinde bugiine kadar yapilan kazilar-
da idari, ticari ve dini ézellikler tasiyan bircok yap: kegfe-
dilmigtir (Fig. 1). Hitit biyiik kral ve kraligesine hitaben
yazilms tabletlerden, bityik kral mithirlerinden, Gizerin-
de civiyazsst ile “biyiik kral” yazli malzemelerden, kendi
yonetim bolgesiyle biyik bir cografyaya vayilan bu gehrin
snemli bir idari merkez oldugu, bir kraliyet ciftinin burada
yasadigi ve Sapinuwa'min Hitit Devleti'ne baskentlik yapugi
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Administrative Importance of the
Hittite City of Sapinuwa

Hitrite

~ulture is one of the most important
legacies that has forged Anatolian culture
today. Surviving traces of this civilization and
information obtained from written documents
throw considerable light on Anatolia's history
and civilizations. The discovery of the ancient
city of Ortakdy at the end of the 20 century
was an extraordinary event that archaenlogists
had been hoping for. This city is one of a series
of Hittite settlements diseovered in the course
of a project drawn up by an Archacologist and a
Hittitologist couple, and arguably the one that
had the most momentous. The project consisted
of a survey study designed to idenify Hitdie
settlements whose names were known from

Hittite documents and which lay on the routes

g

linking Hatmsa 1o surroundi provinces.
They dreamed of discovering a Hittite city, and
this dream was fulfilled. Ortakéy, known as

Sapinuwa in Hittite times, was a major city of

huge significance for the scientific OIMUNILY.

Excavations carried out so far in the ancient
city of Ortakdy have uncovered numerous
administrative, commercial and  religious
buildings (Fig. 1). From tablets addressed to
The Hittite Great King and Queen, seals of the
Great King, and cuneiform documents referring
to the ‘Great King’, it was known that this city
was a major centre of government for a large
geographical area, that the ruling couple lived
here, and that Sapinuwa served as a capital of
the Hittite state. With its monumental buildings,
unique finds of crucial significance (Figs. 2

archives of cuneiform tablets Fﬂldliilt{ o a wide
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range of subjects written in several languages,
and an area of 9 km®, the capital of Sapinuwa
was not only one of the largest citics of the time
but one of key importance. Since excavations
commenced here in 1990, this large Hictite
city has gradually been coming to light. The
Sapinuwa excavations are being carried out on
behalf of Ankara University by Prof, Dr. Aygil
Siiel and Dr. Mustafa Siel with the permission
of the Turkish Ministry of Cultare and Tourism.

Studies of the extensive Ortakdy archive
have proved that Ortakdy is the ancient Hittite
city called Sapinuwa. This identification
brought about major changes in what is known
about the historical geography of the Hittire
period. Scientists had been searching for this
city south of Bogazkay, the site of Hattusa, but
this discovery showed that it actually lay o the
north.

Itis not yer known how long Sapinuwa served
as the Hittite capital and centre of government.
The royal couple chose the city as a place to rule
the state and perform their religious duties on
account of some sacred significance attached to
the city. Perhaps they selected it originally for
religious reasons, and this led to the city rising

to prominence as the seat of government.
Ortakéy-Sapinuwa Archives

Nearly four thousand cuneiform tablets that
provide information abour Hittite civilization
have been uncovered at Ortakdy. These tablets
belonging to the royal archive are writien in
wvarious languages, including Hittite, Hurrian,
Harttian and Akkadian, and cover a wide range
of subjects, including politics, government,
religion and prophecy (Figs. 6, 7).

The capital of Sapinuwa is a second center
of cuneiform archives together with the capital
of Hattusa. These cuneiform tablets provide
valuable information about Hittite civilization;
in particular the letters give insight into the
system of government and how the domestic
and foreign affairs of the various regions of the
country were organized. They are also avaluable
source of information about the Hattians and
Hurrians, two leading Anatolian cultures that
played an influential role in the rise of Hittite
civilization.

These documents tell us that from the early

14" century BC onwards Sapinuwa served as
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anlagilmistr. Anitsal yapllal‘l. biiyiik Gneme
sahip esi benzeri olmayan buluntular (Figs,
2-5), cok cesitli konular ve dilleri iceren ¢i-
viyazih argivleri, § km*'lik buyikluge ulagan
vayilim ile caginin en bilyik schirlerinden
biri olan bu baskenti cok onemli kilmaktadir. Burada 1990
yilinda baglayan kazilar ile biyik bir Hitit sehri giin 151+
gina cikarilmaktadir. Sapinuwa’da T. C. Kiltar ve Turizm
Bakanhgrmn izni ile Ankara Universitesi adina kazi ¢alis-
malari yapilmaktadir. Bu ¢calismalart Prof, Dr. Aygiil Siel
ve Dr. Mustafa Siiel yiirttmektedir.

Zengin Ortakay arsivi Gizerinde wzun yillardir yapilan
yogun ¢alismalar ile Ortakoy Hitit sehrinin, cagindaki adi-
nm Sapinuwa cldujiu tespit edilmigtir, Bu ézdeglesme ile
tarihi-cografyada ¢ok biyak degisikler meydana gelmistir.
Bilim insanlarinca, Bogazkoy'an giineyinde aranan bu se-
hir, kendi cografyas: ile beraber kuzeye taginmigur.

§apinuwra'mn ne kadar siire Hitit Devleti'ne bagkentlik
vapu@im yani, devletin ne kadar streyle buradan yonetil-
digini ise heniiz tam olarak saptayamiyoruz. Bu krali ¢il-
tin devlet idaresini ve dini gorevlerini yiritebilecek bir

ver olarak Sapinuwa sehrini tercih etmelerinde, bu sehir-
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Fig 1:
Sapinuwa kent plant

Sapinuwa City Plan



Fig. 2
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misarri (Tuthaliya [1) and Queen Taduhepa
ruled fram here during the e Hittite
eriod (Fig, 8). Following the death of Tuthaliva
I, Queen Taduhepa became the tawananna or
ruling qucen, together with Suppiluliun
Surviving texts tell us that the Great King Murgil
II stayed in the city during the 13" century B(
demonstrating that Sapinuwa continued to be
inhab after the Middle Hittite period
ablets found at Sapinuy belong to th

e ar nclude letters written to the
Great King about diverse natters
lating to a vast area that includes westers
southerr astern d southeastern Anatol

d northern § As well as commands issued
by the Great King to Hittite off sinv
€gions, the documents relate to other politica

eaucratic and religious subjects. Most of the
Ortakoy letters are dressed to the Great Ki

and Queen

that they co-ruled 1t

{ittite state from

apinuwa and that the queen
} 1h * p rs d duties. One of the
etters in the Ortaki s begir

as follows: "Tell m rd Ty i

HITTITES

de var olan kutsallik neden olmus olabilir.
Belki de dini kariyerlerini yiiriitebilecekleri
bir yer olarak buray: secmislerdir ve boylece
Sapinuwa idari yénden de énem kazanmaya

baslamstir.
Ortakéy-Sapinuwa Arsivleri

Ortakéy’de Hitit vygarhg icin bilgi sag-

layan yaklasik 4 bin adet civiyazili tablet ele

gecn

Mektubu

Fig. 7

Sapinuwa Kraliesi'nin bir
mektubu

stir. Bu Hitit schrinde kesfedilen Hititge, Hurrice,

Hautice, Akkadca gibi cesitli dillerde ve siyasi, idari, dini,

fal gibi cesitli konulardaki ¢ivivazili tabletler, kralivet arsi-

vine ait belgelerdir (F.g. 6, 7).

Gecen yiizyihn sonunda kesfedilen ve Hitit Devleti'ne

baskentlik yapmig oldugu anlasilan Sapinuwa, bugiin icin

giviyazil arsivleri bakimindan baskent Hattusa'dan sonra

Anadolu’da ikinci bir merkez durumundadir. Ortakéy ar-

sivleri icerisinde yer alan civivazih tabletler, bu uygarliktan

bize Gnemli bilgiler ak:armaktadir. Ozellikle mektuplar, iil-

kenin idari sistemini tanimamizda, cesitli bolgelerindeki ig

ve dis siyasetin nasil dizenlendigi konusunda bilgi edinme-

mizi saglamaktadir. Ayrica, bu degerli belgeler, Hitit uygar-

g1 kadar, Anadolu’nun dnemli uygarhklarini olusturan ve

Hitit kiiltariiniin olusmasinda cok etkin roli olan Hatti ve

Hurri medeniyetleri ile ilgili énemli bilgiler icermektedir.
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Fig. 8: Belgelerden, MO 14. yy baslarindan
Bityik Kral Tuthaliya ve Kralice tibaren Sapinuwa'nin Hitit devl
Taduhepa isimlerinin yer aldigi itibaren Sapinuwanin itit deviet mer-
yanlikalip  Jesi gorevini uistlendigi ve Orta Hitit
Inscrib Ames Dénemi’nde Tadmisarri (IT1. Tuthaliya)-
of the g 2and
Queen Taduhepa Taduhepa krali ¢iftinin bu sehirde hii-

kam sirdigi anlaglmakiadir (Fig. 8).

Kralice Taduhepa, IT. Tuthaliyanin ola-
miinden sonra da L. Suppiluliuma ile birlikte Glkeyi yone-
ten Tawananna yani egemen kralicedir. MO 13. yy'da Bi-
vitk Kral I1. Muréili'nin de bu sehirde kaldigam metinler-
den dgrenmekteyiz. Bu da Sapinuwa kentinin, sadece Orta
Hitit Dénemi'nde degil, uzun bir zaman diliminde iskan
gordiigiini ortaya koymaktadir.

Sapinuwa'da ele gecen tabletler devlet argivine aittir. Bii-
vitk krala hitaben yazilmis mektuplar, Bat ve Guney Ana-
dolu, Dogu Anadolu, Giineydogu Anadolu, Kuzey Suriye
gibi ¢ok genis bir cografyada, cesitli ve onemli hususlar ile
ilgilidir. Belgeler, sadece Buyuk Kral'in belli bir bolgeye
ve oradaki gorevlilere yapilmas: gerekenlerle ilgili verdi-
&i emirleri iceren konulan defil, devletin sevk ve idaresi
ile ilgili dini, idari, politik konulart icermektedir. Ortakoy
mektuplarimn énemli bir kismi, buyuk kral ve kraliceye

gonderilmis mektuplardir. Biiyiik kral, Sapinuwa’da Hitit

[his letter with its introduction expressing
respect and good wishes is just one of the many
written o the Hiuite King and Queen that

have been found at Sapinuwa. Many of the

Jetters begin with “7¢ tord the Great King!
1is well in the city, it is preserved f the enemy”.

From such statements it is clear that Sapinuwa
was the centre from which many other cities

s confirmed by the way

were governed. Th
documents refer 1o ‘the country of Sapinuwa’,
combining the word “KUR” meaning “country”
together with the city’s name. From the Ortakay
archive we learn that many towns and cites
were subject to Sapinuwa and that local officials

kept the Hitrite king inform ed on every subject

and often requested permission Lo tak

Buildings Uncovered at Ortakoy-
Sapinuwa

Excavations at Ortakdy have so far
concentrated on two separate areas of the city

(Fig. 9). In the area known as Tepelerarasi four

monumental buildings have heen  reveal
Juilding ‘A’ is situated on one of the highest
points overlooking the rest of the city. The
foundations consist of large blocks of limestone
and sandstone, The main part of the building

has an area of 2500 m* and ex

ations are
continning here. This building isnot only large in
comparison to the other buildings at Sapinuwa,

but is one of the largest ancient buildings in

Anatolia as a whole (Fig. 10). Buildir
an area of 1200 m®. Rising above the foundation
walls are adobe walls 110 cm in thickness,

coated by a 3-4 cm layer of plaster. This building

» jars used to store foodstuffs

contains many

aces open to the exterior that

The building has s
may have served like shop windows to display

goods. These spaces contain over seventy large

storage jars with a total capacity of 1-1,5

buil

Evidently 1g was not just used for
storage, but had some other function. The grain,

pulses, wine and oil stored here must have been

part of the state treasury, because full granaries
ensured the continuation of the king's power, so
Building ‘B” demonstrates that Sapinuwa was a
wealthy city (Fig. 11).

Other important buildings in this area are

' which served a religious function,

Building

and Building ‘D" (Fig. 12) with an area of 150

m?. Excavations here have also revealed city
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o TR

alls that surrounded this area of the city

In another part of Sapinuwa called Agilona

the buildings uncovered so far consist mainly

and shops. A stone pavemen
measuring 100 x 20 m has also been found
here. The pavement consists of millions of

i

brok red, Jaid

=n stones, evidently specially pre
in layers between a layer of clay mortar 10-15
em in thickness. Twelve rows of this pavement

ve survived for thous

ands of yvears. The

pavement is one of the most important

monumental structures built in Anatolia in

this early period. To the south of the pavement
are two buildings constructed one on top of
the other. Sacrificial pits found here show that

the area south of the pavement was used for

ous cere

wonies. There are other build

10 the east of Agiloni

SAPINUWA: ANOTHER CAPITAL CITY OF HITTITE STATE

Sapinuwa Hitit Sehri
algelerinden bir

Tepelerarass

nin de yer aldig ve bu kralicenin ken-

5 : = acd _ = gorilnag
di yetki ve gorevlerini yerine getirdigi Sy

anlasilmaktadir, C‘xl.inkfn-Sapinm\'a ar- of the Tepeleras

gl aveas of the Hiwite city
sivlerinde ele gecen bir mektup soyle YR

baslamaktadir: “Efendim Buiyiik Kral'a ve

Efendim Kralice’ye soyle: Koleniz vahip soyle der: ‘Giinesimin ve
Kralicemin huzurunda her sey iyi olsun ve Giinegimi ve Kraligeyi

tanndar hayatta tutsunlar, saglk, sthhat, kudret, yasam, kuvvet

versinler ve onlar korusunlar’ .

Gaorevlinin sayg ile ivi dileklerini sunarak basladigi bu
mektup, Sapinuwa'da ele gecen ve Hitit krali ciftine hita-
ben yazilmis mektuplardan sadece biridir. Bircok mektup
“Efendim Biyiik Kral'a, soyle! Sehirde her sey afiyettedir, diisman-
dan korunmustur” ifadeleri ile baslamaktadir. Bu ve benzer

ifadeler, bir¢ok sehrin Sapinuwa alkesinin idari bolgesin-

HITTITES: An Anatohan Empire
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birtakim sehirlerin

de yer aldigini agikca gostermekie-
dir. Sapinuwa, belgelerde ‘KUR' yani
‘ilke’ ifadesi ile de gecmektedir. Bu
ifadeden Sapinuwa'min  idaresinde

bulundugu anlasiimaktadir. Ortakoy

arsivinden saglanan bilgilerden, bayukla kigcikli pek cok

sehrin bir idari merkez olarak Sapinuwa'ya bagh oldugunu,

gorevlilerin Hitit kr

ralina her konuda bilgi verdiklerini ve

bircok konuda da yapacaklan isler hakkinda izin istedikle-

rini 6grenmekteyiz.

Ortakoy-Sapinuwa’da Aciga Cikarilan Yapilar

Bugiine kadar kazi ¢aligmalari, sehrin iki ayr1 bolge-

sinde yaratilmistir (Fig. 9). Tepeleraras: adini tagiyan

bolgede dért anusal yapr agiga ¢ikanlmistir. Bunlardan

sehrin hemen hemen en hakim noktasinda yer alan ‘A’

binasinin ele gegirilen temellerinde kirectas) ve kumta-

sindan biyiik bloklar kullanilmistir. Ana kitlesi 2500 m?

olan yapinin kaz ¢alismalan devam etmektedir, Bu bina

sadece Sapinuwa icin degil, Anadolu icin de biyiik dlcek-

li bir anutsal yapidir (Fig. 10). 1200 m*'lik bir alanda yer

Sapinuwa as an Important
Religious Centre

tite capital

Sapinuwa was not just the H
city, but also a very important religious centre.

ntly it was in this latter capacity that the

city rose to a position of such importance in the
Hittite world

t found at

\ccording to a tal frag

Ortakéy, Sapinuwa had two storm gods. This

suggests that Hurrian and Hittite cultures may

have coexisted in the city. Holy mountains like

Tahanzi

va ar

yasunuwa, Sa

Hazalmuna

he land of Sapinuwa, and ail

were situated in
wer the country sacrifices were made to these

mountains

te treaties, contracts and otheragreements
were witnessed by gods of the oath. Documents
dating from the reigns of Suppiluliuma 1. Mursili

I

Hattugili 11 and Tudhaliya IV refer the role

f the storm god of the city/land of Sapinuwa as a

and 1o sacrifices offe: to this

deity of the o

deity at ritnal ceremonies. These demonstrate thal

the religious importance of Sapinuwa continued

intil the end of the Hitlite state
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In the Hitite by

lief system it w:

that all diseases and disasters were cansed by

people becoming unclean. This uncleanliness
was notjust physical but spiritual. Fil thoughts

murder, bad magic and other phenomena

1d1
could lea

to uncleanliness, which aroused the

rds. In ordes yid misfortune

wrathofthe g

it was therefore necessary to be cleansed and

purified. Descriptions of rituals held for this
purpose represent a very old tradition in the

body of Hittite writ s. Various different

opies o these tablets have survived

hons state that

om nals in the land of Sapinuwn
wll us that cleansing rituals were
carried out under priestly supervision. The

most important ritual was reciting Hurrian

7 (lite

y ‘cleansing of the

nouth’), whicl were written by priests from

o 1ake

Sapinuwa. The itself alsc
¥

place in Sapinuwa, which consequently became
a holy cty. It cannot have been common

religious

for a city o have such impor

status, In th cleansing rituals, it was

royal coaple Tasmisarn and Taduhepa who

alan ‘B’ yapisinin temel duvarlarimin

azerinde, 110 em genisliginde kerpic
duvarlar yikselmekte ve bu duvarlar-
da 3-4 c¢m kalinhkta sivaya rastlan-
maktadir. Bu yapida yiyecek ve icecek
icin kullanilmms cok sayida biyuk kip yer almaktadir. Ay-
rica urunlerin gésterilebilecegi digsa aqik, bir nevi vitrin
diyebilecegimiz mekanlar da bulunmaktadir. S6z konusu
bu mekénlar, 1-1,5 ton malzeme alacak kapasitede, 70
askin biyik kaplerle sadece depolama yapilmadigini,
ayn: zamanda yapimn islevsel oldugunu da bize goster-
mektedir. Depolanan tahil, baklagiller, sarap, yag devlet
hazinesinin bir blimani teskil ediyor olmalidir. Cankii
tahil dolu ambarlar kralin gicanian devamhhgim sagla-
maktadir. ‘B’ vapisi, Sapinuwa sehrinin zenginliginin bir
gostergesidir (Fig. 11).

Ayrica bolgede, dini maksath olan ‘C’ yapisi ile 450
m*'lik 6nemli bir baska yap: olan ‘D’ yams: (Fig. 12) ve bu
vapilanin da icinde yer aldig1 bélgeyi ceviren sur duvarlari

agiga cikanlmistir,

Sapinuwa sehrinde bir bagka bélge olan Agiloni'nde,

cogu islik ve ditkkin olan yapilar aciga ¢ikarilmisur. Ay-
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Fig, 12: rica bu alanda, 100x20 m é6l¢ilerinde,

D Binas: girisinde ver alan i :
arthastat, Tepelerarase Bolgesi azel hazirlanms milyonlarca kirma tas

malzemenin katlar halinde dosenerek
ve bu kat aralarina yaklasik 10-15 cm
kalimhiginda ozel kil harc verlestirile-
rek vapilan bir tas dosem kesfedilmis-
tir. Bu yap, binlerce yil stwen tahribata ragmen 12 sira
halinde giintimize ulasabilmistir. Tas dosem, ilk caglarda
Anadolu’da yapilmis en onemli ve abidevi yaprlardan bi-
ridir, Tas dosemin giineyinde, birbiri Gistine insa edilmis
iki vapi aciga aikanlosur, Ganevindeki alanin dinsel 16-
renler sirasinda kullamildigi anlasilmis ve bu torenlerde
kullantan kurban ¢ukurlan kesfedilmistir. Agiléona bol-
gesinin dogusunda, vapilarin devam eutigi de anlasilmak-

tadir.

made the sacrificial offering and who were the
focal point of the ritual texts.

Ritual sacrifices in Sapinuwa were made
to the gods of many other cities as well as
those of Sapinuwa iwself. A text describing
such a sacrificial ceremony written in
Hurrian and Hittite refers 1o the springs
from which clean water was obtained for
the sacrifice in Sapinuwa. Three of the
seven vessels of water were to be taken from
Sapinuwa's main spring, one from the main
spring of the city of Sulupassi, one from the
spring in the vineyard of Sapinuwa, one
from the X (The part of the tablet is broken
and can not be read)-river and one from

the city of Sapantalliya. So Sapinuwa and its

environs were in a region where clean and
holy water was readily available for these

purification ceremonies. This must be one
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of the foremost factors in the rise of the city
to eminence and its status as capital.

Hittite cuneiform  documents  describing
cleansing rituals include many Hurrian terms
relating to sacrifices. Birds were the most
common sacrifice, with sheep or lambs heing

used less frequently. These wel

: presented
to the gods either as burnt offerings, or their
blood was spilt as a libation. One text reads as
follows: "[..] and as day breaks they do as follmws:
they take the waler from the daily water they have
brought inside and wash the gods. The singer sings a
song and anoint them, he sings the first song then they
aoffer the birds in this way: ene bird for conciliation
(emumaisi) and prevention (husurii), one bird for
withdrmeing {aganti), one bird for compensaling
(Sadand), one bird for gathering (tari), one bird for a
chair {tapril, hand (funi) and gifi (maganti), one bird
Jfor telling (hilammiki), one white lamb for (adapsi),
e white tawmb for conciliation (enuma$si) and purity
atid cleanliness (ithalzil”.

When the birds had been burnt and
destroyed completely, it was believed that the
uncleanliness that had been transferred to the
birds was also destroyed, leaving only harmless
ashes that would mingle with the soil. They
believed that just as the sun sank into the
underworld as it crossed the horizon, the birds
would [ly after the sun into the underworld.
They may have believed that the birds had souls,
which when burnt could reach the underworld
more easily. This was the reason why the bodies
of the Hittite King and Queen were cremated
after their death,

Sacrificial Pits

Hittite rituals all followed set rules,
depending on the purpose for which they were
being aeld. For some ceremaonies pits were dug
that umally represented gates leading into the
underworld, and here birds, sheep, pigs and
other animals were sacrificed. The following
text describes such a ceremony: “When they bring
them (o the place where the pit is, they place the gods
below and dig nine pits. At once they ahe a hoe and
dig (wiih that). Then they take a breast ornament and
dig with that. Then he takes a spade (fatta) and buchet
(huprpara-} and emptiss (the pit with it). Then he pours
awine and oil (into the pit). He tears up some thin cakes
af bread and places them on vach side avound it (the
mouth of the pit). Then he places a sitver lndder and
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Sapinuwa Kentinin Dini Onemi

Sapinuwa sehri sadece Hitit Devleti'min bir baskenti
degil, aymi zamanda Hitit diinyasimin ok dnemli bir dini
merkezidir. Sapinuwa'y1 Hitit diinvasina tanitan en énemli
husus, dinsel bakimdan tagidig Snemdir,

Ortakéy belgelerinde, dini bir tablet fragmaninda-
ki ifadeden Sapinuwa’nin iki Firtina Tanris: oldugunu
ogreniyoruz, 1ki Firina Tanns’nin varhg, Hurri/ Hi-
tit diinyasimin bu sehirde beraberligi olabilir mi dive
digindurmektedir. Hazalmuna, Lapa$unuwa, Sarwa,
Tahanzi gibi tanrisal daglar, Sapinuwa’ya aittir ve ilkenin
her yaminda bu kutsal daglar icin kurbanlar sunulmakra-
dir. -

Hitit Devletinde antlasmalar, akitler gibi karsiikl ta-
ahhiit iceren igler, yemin tanrilarinin sahitliginde yapil-
maktadir. I Suppiluliuma, 11 Mursili, 111, Hattugili, IV,
Tuthaliya Dénemlerine ait belgelerde Sapinuwa sehrinin/
ilkesinin Firnna Tanrisi'nin bir cesit yemin tanris: ola-
rak yasanlmasi ve ona ritiel torenlerde kurbanlar sunul-
masina devam edilmesi, iapinuwa‘nm dinsel anlamdaki
oneminin, devletin sonuna kadar devam ettigini ispatla-
maktadir.

Hitit digiincesine gore her tiirli hastahk, felaket, insa-
min kirlenmesinden kaynaklanirdi, Bu kirliligin bedensel
oldugu kadar, ruhsal olduguna da inanilmakeadir. Koti
digiineeler, cinayetler, kit sihir ve biyii gibi nedenler
kirlenmeye sebep olmakta, bu da tanrilarin gazabiyla so-
nuglanmaktadic Bu felaketlerden kurtulmak icin temiz-
lenmek, arinmak gerekmekiedir. Temizlenmek ve arin-
mak maksadiyla yapilmakia olan ritieller, Hitit metinleri
killiyan igerisinde cok eski bir gelenegi temsil eder. Bu
annma tabletleri, ¢esitli kopyalarla gintmiize kadar gel-
mistir. En onemli husus, “itkalzi (agrz temizleme)” ritiiel
tabletlerinin kolofonlarmda yer alan * bu tabletleri § i
iilkesindeki orijinallerinden cogaltik” seklindeki ifadedir. Hi-
tit diinyasinda kbir insamin ginahlarindan temizlenmesi-

nin yolu, Sapinuwa’da ve Sapinuwa’li rahiplerce hazirlan-
mg itkalzi ads verilen Hurrice yazilms dini metinleri oku-
makur. Bu islem Sapinuwa'va kutsanms bir sehir kimligi
kazandirmaktadir. Ayrica, bir sehrin dinsel yénden bu ka-
dar 6nemli, vazgecilmez olmasi da az goriilen bir olgu ol
malidir. Bu ritiiellerde kurban sahibi, bu metinlerin odak
nokrasini olusturan Tadmisarri-Taduhepa krali ¢iftidir,
Bu sehirde Sapinuwa tanmilannin yaninda pek gok
sehrin tanrisina kurban téreni yapilmaktadar, Hurrice-
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Hititge olarak bdyle bir kurban torenini anlatan me-
tinde, sunuda kullanilacak temiz su icin Sapinuwa’daki
kaynaklar isaret edilmektedir. Sapinuwa'dan temin
edilecek 7 kap suyun 3 tanesi Sapinuwa sehri ana kay-
nagmdan, 1 tanesi Sulupasi sehri ana kaynagindan, 1
tanesi Sapinuwa sehri bagindaki kaynaktan, 1 tanesi X
(Tabletin bu bolimi kirik oldugu i¢in okunamamakur)
nehrinden ve 1 tanesi de Sapantalliya sehri nehrinden
getirilmektedir. Goriildagi gibi burada Sapinuwa bizzat
kendisi ve yakin cevresi ile arinmada kullamilacak te-
miz, kutsal sularin saglanabildigi bir cografyadir. Bu su-
lar, arinma igin yapilmasi gerekli torenlerde kullanilan
vazgecilmez sulardir. Bu durum Sapinuwa'ys, devletin en
oénemli ve biiytk sehirlerinden biri haline getirmistir. Dev-
let baskenti hiiviyeti kazanmasinin da en 6nemli nedenle-
rinden biri bu olmahidir.

Hitit ¢iviyazih arsivlerde ele gecen belgeler arasinda
birgok Hurrice kurban terimi iceren ritiiel bulunmaktadir.
Arinma amaci ile yapilan bu ritiellerde kuslar ve daha az
olmak tzere koyun ve kuzunun yakildigi ya da kanlarinin
akinlmas: suretiyle libasyon yapildigi anlasilmaktadir. Me-
tin soyledir: “ve giin agarinca $oyle yapariar: iceri getirdikleri su-
dan giinlik suyu alirlar ve tannilar yikarlar. Sarkiwcr sarks soyler
ve onlar merhem siiverler, ilk sarky soyler, sonra kuglar: siyle su-
narlar: bir kug yatistirma (enumassi) ve alikoyma (kusursi) igin,
bir kus cekme (aganti) icin, bir kus tazmin etme (Sadands) igin,
bir kug bir araya gelme (tari), bir kus sandalye (tapri), el (Suni) ve
hediye (maganti) icin, bir kus soyleme (hilammihi) icin, bir beyaz
kuzu (asapsi) igin, bir beyaz kuzu yatistrma (enumassy) ve saflih,
temizlik (itkalzi) igin”.

Yakma islemiyle tamamen yok olan kuslarla birlikte, kus-
lara yiklenen kirliligin de yok olduguna, geriye kalan kil-
lerin de zaten kara topraga karisip zararsiz hale geldigine
inamhiyordu. Gokeeki giinesin ufuk ¢izgisinden yeraluna
inmesi gibi, kuslarin da o essiz kanatlariyla giinesi izleyip
yeraluna inebildigine inanmiyorlardi. Onlarin da ruhu oldu-

guna inaniliyorsa, o ruh belki de yakildigi zaman —tipk)
Hitit kralinin ve kralicesinin yakilmasindaki mantik gibi-

yeraluna ¢ok daha cabuk ulagiyordu.
Kurban Cukurlar:

Hitit ritaelleri belirli bir sema icerisinde gerceklestirilir
ve rittiellerin yapihs maksadina uygun, farkh uygulamalar
50z konusudur. Bir kisum térenlerde genellikle yeraluna

dogru bir kap olarak kabul edilen ¢ukurlar acilmaka ve
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a silvey breast ornament inside

he first pit, Over the
breast ornament he places a silver ear and hands, they

I

w inside the first pit, When he has finished he

are be

offers up @ bird to all of them for enumasii and itkalzi,

He smears blood on thoss nine pits. Then {thers are)

ine pits and a k.

mb. He offers

nine birds for

birds and a lamb for ambaisi (?) and keldi (?). He
places a bird in each pit, but cuts the lamb in pieces

and places in the first pit ...”

A large number of sacrificial pits and animal
hones, partcularly claws, beaks and bones
belonging to birds, have been uncovered in
the sacred precinct at Afiloni in Sapinuwa
Before their discovery these pits, called api-
were known from cunciform ritual texts, but
no one in the community of Hittite research

believed any examples would ever be found

(Fig. 13). The archaeological evidence exactly
fits descriptions of rituals in cuneiform texts. It
can be said that this sanctuary is one of the most

important religious places in Hittite Anatolia.
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f As well as birds, kids, sheep, mountain

goats and piglets were regarded as the

| appropriate sacrifices.

most
Pigs were a favourite
animal with the gods of the underworld. In one
‘ Pt an entire piglet was uncovered. One of the

texts referring to the s
| follows:

acrifice of pigs reads as
“(While) the sun stili shiinfes the o

; oid women
perjorming the ritual ke kreife i
| perj g the ritual takes a knife and lays it in the

bedroom of the house. As soon as darkfness) Jalls the

' old woman digs (a hole} in the carth under the bolt of

the door with (this) knife. Then she takes a piglet and
4

‘ slaughters it inside the hole- letting its blood run down
(into the hole). Then she Places the piglet, tagather with
offerings like grain and bread, inside the hole and she

i takes a loaf, breaks it in Pieces and places it (in the
’ hole) (for) the gods. (Then she says) Nld] gods enjoy
I ! j \
these)! Eat the blood of the pig and the flpwr, grain

and bread (and) ldvink]! Eat unsit you are full!,."

The sacrific

I pits are of different forms,

prohably for different pPurposes (Fig. 14). From
texwal descriptions, such as “4nd then the hanesia

——

kus. i ibi
s, koyun, kuzu, domuz gibi hayvan]

ar Fig. 13:
x : : o o
kurban edilmekiedir. Bu uygulamann Tas ddeem ve kurbun cuky
Alam, Agilonii Bal si

cesitli yansimalan metinlerde meveut-

i ‘ ) a
war: “Onlart cukwrun oldugy yere gelirdik.
8U yere g - Tets
levi xaman tanrilar: asagt kovariar ve doku
cukur acarlar. Hemen biy capa alilar ve
(onunla) kaz, @ bir gie i
arlar. Sonva bir £UgUs Susi alirlay ve onunla hazar-

lar. So ir ktirek (3
- Sonra o, bir kiirek (Satta-) ve kova {huppara-) alir ve (onlarla
cukuru) bosaltrr.

Sonra (cukura) sarap ve yag diker. Ince somun-

lar parcalay ve
alar ve o 1 (cukier 2
par nlan (cukurun agelarmm) cevresine o yana, bu

yana yerle. i
5 yerlestivir. Daka sonra ilk cukurun icine giimiis biy merdiven

ve gumiis IS siisti koy s001isliik
guomiis bir gigiis siisii koyay, Gogiisliik tizerine gitmics bir kulak

ve eller hoy, "k &
7 koyar, onlar ilk cubvrun iginde asagidadr. O bitirdiz:
! g L

zam. 2 S  ithals {

an enumassi ve jthalzi win /n‘;mnw bir kus sunar € dokuz
ukuru k . S
cukuru kana bulastnr. Sonrg Aoz cukur icin, dokus kg

kuzu (wardir). Ambaisi ve ke

ve bir

Idi icin dokuz hus ve biy kysu Sunar.

Her bir cukura biy kus koyar, Jakal kuzuyu parca parca keser ve ilk

cuhura koyar...”
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Fig. 14 Sapinuwa Agiléni kutsal alaninda,
ig. 14: S

KmhmWP“-MK,;{,:-,T:ET;Z cok sayida agiga ¢ikanlan kurban cu-
goramis,

kurlar1 ve hayvan kemikleri, ozellikle
pits in the

At lBatl are: de kuslara ait urnak, gaga ve kemik

kalinulan ele gecmistir. Burada kes-
fedilen bu kurban cukurlar, civiyazili
ritiel metinlerinde api- olarak bilinen ve Hitit bilim diin-

imka gu disani an
yasinda bulunmasinin imkansiz oldugu disanilen kurb:

vazih me-

cukurlarinin arkeolojik delilleridir (Fig. 13). Ci 1 e
tinlerdeki ritiielin anlatin bu arkeolojik delillerle bir bir
ortismektedir. S6z konusu bu kutsal alan i¢in, Hitit A.narliclw
lu’sunun en énemli dini alanlarindan birinin kesfedildigi-
ni séylemek mimkiindr. )
K;Arban edilmek amaciyla secilen en uygun hayvan tiir-
leri kuslar, oglak ve koyun, dag kecisi ve yavru domuzdur.

breaks the vessel entively. He takes the adobe he has
lrought to the place where all the ritual materials are

", we know that vessels were broken during
the ceremony and some pieces thrown into
the pit. Excavations have uncovered vessels
bmlu;u in half or inwo various small pieces
above the pits. Another description shows that
grinding stones, adobe and similar materials
:\nr n]:;( ed in them: “And he places it in front of
.‘ulSar;:lju- and puts grains there and grinds them

th) a quern, crushes them with a grinding stone.

These materials have also been discovered in
sacrificial pits. In addition seal impressions and
spindle-whorls have been found both inside and
around the pits

Cuneiform texts tell us that after the

CLe 4 DILS  were
cercmonics were completed the g

190

HITITLER: Bir Anadolu Imparatorfugu

covered with a thick layer of clay that was firmlv

stamped down. The pits were sealed in this way
to prevent them being reused, since once used
they were regarded as unclean. Excavations
have revealed such ¢ lay coverings,

The sacrificial pits found in the Agiléni
district of the city cover quite a large area,

although it is not known yet exactly how far

it extends. Excavations on the west side have

shown that it was at least 50 m long from east 1o
west, giving an idea of its size,

Groups of sacrificial pils were surrounded by
walls, but these areas seem to have no sysiematic
layout. Some of them are enciveled by loosely
built dry walls made of broken stones that vary

considerably in thickness (Fig. 15).
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Domuz yeralti tanrilan icin sevilen bir kurbandir. Bir cu-
kurda biitiin olarak bir yavru domuz ele gecmistir. Metin-
lerde domuzun kurban edilmesine bir érnek soyledir: “Gu-
nes halg parllajriken) ritiieli gergeklestiren yasl kadin bir bicak
aler ve onu evin Yatak odasina yerlegtirir. Karan{tik] ciker cokme:
yash kadn (bu) [brJgak ile kagn stirgiisiintin altindaki topragin
(igine bir cukur) kazar Sonra o bir domus Yavrusu alir ve ony
cukurun icinde keser; onun kanin asagr dogru (cukura) brraker.
Sonra domuz Yavrusu, hububat, ekmek gibi sunularia birlikte gu-
kurun icine yerlestirir ve o bir somun alir, onu béler ve onu (da)
leukurun iging) asagyal tanrnilar ligin] yerlestirir. (Sonra soyle
der): “Es[kji tanrilay (onlary) begenin! Domuzun kanifna] ve unu,
hububatt ve ehmekleri Yiyin (ve) ficinj! Doyuncaya kaday yiyind .”

Kurban cukurlan olasi cesitli amaclara gore degisik
yapilarda (formlarda) Karsimiza aikmakeadr (Fig. 14).
Metinlerdeki “Ve sonra hanesia kabing tamamen harar. Abmug
oldugu kerpici biitiin ritiiel malzemesinin oldugu yere getirir...”
gibi ifadelerden bildigimiz gibi Kaplar téren sirasinda ki-
rlmakta ve baz parcalan cukura aulmakiadir, Kazlarda
qukurlarin Gzerlerine birakilan kap-kacak ya yarim ya da
karisik kiigiik parcalar halinde ele geemistir. Aym zamanda
“Ve onu tarsanzipi-nin oniinde oturtur ve tohumlar oraya koyar
ve onlar el degirmeni (ile) gt fonw) GFvitme tast ile ezer” gibi
anlatim, 6giitme tasi ve kerpi¢ gibi malzemelerin cukura
koyuldugunu géstermektedir. Bu malzemeler de kurban
cukurlariin icinden aciga akanlmistr, Ayrica mithir
baskilar ve agirsaklar da cukur icinde ve etrafinda ele geg-
mistir.

Civiyazih metinlerde, torenlerden sonra bu kurban
cukurlarimin iyice sikistinlmis kalin bir kil tabakas) ile
ortildagiing Ggrenmekteyiz. Kullanildig: andan itibaren
kirlendigi kabul edilen bu cukurlarin tekrar kullanilma-
mast icin yapilan bu kil érti kazi calismalarinda da aciga
cikarnlmasnr,

Agiloni bolgesinde yer alan bu kurban cukurlan olduk-
<2 genis bir alana yayilmaktadur. Simdilik bu alanin biiyak-
lagani séylemek miimkiin degildir. Ancak ban yonindeki
calismalar sirasinda dogu-bau yoninde ulasilan 50 m'lik
uzunluk bize bu alanin bayikhiga hakkinda bilgi vermek-
tedir.

Kurban cukur gruplarimn etrafim standart bir alan di-
zenlemesi olmadan duvarlar cevirmektedir. Bir kisim alan-
lar kuru duvar teknigi ile ve kirik tastan gevsek bir tarzda
insa edilen duvarlarla cevrilidir. Duvar kahnhklar da stan-
dart bir dlciiye sahip degildir (Fig. 15).
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) Fig. 15 Konumu ve Ticari Onemi
ikiz kurban cukuru Srnegi.
Agilonii Bolgesi
One of the twin sacrifl¢e pits in the Ortakéy Hitit sehri, Corum il merke-
AgllonDaen zinin 53 km giineydogusunda bulunan

Ortakéy ilge merkezinin 3 ki giineyba-
tisinda yer almakradir. Sehir, kuzeybat-
dan gﬁ-ne,vdogu istikametine alcalan bir plato lizerinde ku
rulmustur. Hititler bu balgeye geldiklerinde mevecut kdylere
yerlesmemisler. platonun Gzerindeki araziyi teraslayip di-
zelterek bu bityiik sehri kurmuslardir. Yukaridaki teraslar-
da daha ¢ok idari yapilarin oldugu gozlenmektedir. Sehir
bat ydniinde tepelere dayanmakeadir. Bu tepeler izerinde
de dini ve askeri yapilara ait olmasi muhtemel yaygin mi-
mari izlere rastlamaktayiz. Giineyde bu teraslanin éniinde
mevcut derenin kivrimlarna uyarak uzanan, tarafimizdan
izleri tespit edilen bir tarihi ticaret yolu bulunmakiadir.
Anadolu’da mevcut tarihi dogal yollarin en onemlile-
rinden biri Kelkit-Yesilirmak Vadisi'dir. Ust dogu-bati ko-
ridoru diyebilecegimiz bu dogal yap: icerisinde, Kafkaslar-

dan gelisen bir ticaret yolu yer almaktadir. Kafkasya uize-

Location and Commercial
Importance

The Hittite city of Ortakéy is located 53 km
southeast of the modern city of Corum and 3
km southwest of the town of Ortakdy. The city
stands on a plateau that slopes downwards
from northwest to southeast. When the Hittites
arrived in this region they did not settde in
existing villages, but excavated terraces on the
plateau to create flat areas on which they built
this large city. Administrative buildings are
situated mainly on the higher terraces. On the
west side the city extends into the surrounding
hills, on which are many traces of buildings
that probably served religious and military
functions. To the south a river runs in a curved
bed in front of the terraces, and along its banks
are the traces of a trade road.

One of Anatolia’s most important access
routes used throughout history is the Kelkit-

Yesilrmak valley, which forms a porthern
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b

€astwest corridor. A major trade road linking
Anatolia w the Caucasus ran through ]mn;
passing by the Hittite city and on into Central
Anatolia. This road is one of the factors giving
rise 10 Sapinuwa’s important historical role,
Traffic along this road would have enlivened the
local economy and brought wealth ro the iy,
which stood at a strategic point and served as .H
halting place, turning it into amajor comrmercial
centre.

Ankara: 487-492,
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