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Biiklikale Kazilirmak'in bau keysinda, Kinkkale'nin
Karakecili ilcesinde Bala-Kirsehir yolu (D260} dzerindeki
Kopritky iin karsismda yer ahr. Burasi Ankara’min 100 km
gineydogusunda, Kaman-Kalehdyik in de yaklagk 50 km
batisinda bulunar (Fig. 1),

Boklikale MO 2. binyilda stratejik olarak Kizdirmak k-
visinda, iyi bilinen bir gecis Gzerine kurulmug bir sehivdi.
Yerlesim dofiu-ban ekseninde yaklagk 500, kuzcy-giney
ckseninde ise yaklagk 650 m genigligindedir. Dogu mer-
kezinde ise kayalik bir tepe dzerinde yaklank 50 m yitksck-
liginde ve 300x200 m boyutlarinda bir héyik bulunmaka-
dur (Fig. 2).

Bakkikalenin konumu gorinige gore stratejik agidan
anernliydi, zira Kazilirmak'im en dar nokrasimdayds ve bura-
st ¢aglar boyunca en dnemli gecis yerlerinden biri olmugtu.
Burada M5 13. yva ait bir Selgukhn kprisi (Cesnigir Kop-
ritsil) yamnda bir Roma koprisiunin de kalintilan gérile-
bilmektedir. Buna ilaveten kayalarda gorilen baz delikler,
daha erken tarihli bir képril ingaan igin acimg olabilir.

_]aF;nn. Anadolu Arkeoloji EnstitGstl (JTAA} 1986'dan

beri Kirsehir'deki Kaman-Kalehéyak'se Dr. Sachihiro
Ormura'nin bagkanhfinda kazlar yapmaktadir, Bugiine ka-
dar kazlarn hedefi, MO 3, binyildan Osmanh Dinemi'ne
kadar Orta Anadoh'nun yerlesim tarihine netlik kazandi-
mak olmugmar. Kaman Orea Anadolu'nun stratigrafisini ve
iskan tabakalarim anlamak icin dnem i bir Brsat sunmugsa
da Hitit imparatorluk Donemine denk gelen MO 2, binyil
igin ok simrh bulgular gin inEina akanlmgur.

Orta Anadola verlesim tabakalarina daha fazla ik -
tabilmek igin JIAA 1986 dan itibaren 1300'Gn Gzerinde sit
alaninda arastirma yapoms ve bunlan belgelemistir. Biakli-
kale 1991 ve 2006 da dzellikle incelenmistir (Ormura 1993:
568, Cmura 2007: 50). Arastrma sonuglanna gore yerlegim
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Bikliskale is situawed on the western bank of
the Kuzhrmak River, apposite the modern vil-
lage called Kopritkay on the Bila-Kirsehir road
(02600 in Karakecili, Kinkkale provinee, ca.
100 km southeast of Ankara, about 5 ki west
of Kaman-Kalehoyik (Fig. 1h.

It was @ city in the 2% Millennium BC, stra-
regically situated on the hank of the Eualirmak
River, at a wellknown viver-crossng. The cicy
is approximately 500 m wide on the west-east
axis and about 634 m from north 1w south, At
the eastern center of the city there is a mound
on a tocky hill, which is abour 30 m high and
F00x200 m in area (Fig. 2.

The location of Biklikale seems wo have
e important from a sirategic perspective, be-
canse it 4 sitnared at the narrowest point of the
Fanhrmak, one of the most important cl'ussin{;-
points throngh the ages. There is a Seljuk bridge
10
heside it the remains of a Roman bridge. Addi

gie EBpricd) of the 187 contury AD and

tignally, some holes on the rocks are visible that
might have been used for construciing a bridge
in earlier times.

Since 1966 The Japanese Instinste of Anato-
lian Archacology (JIAA) has been continuously

excavating at Kaman-Kalehdvik in Ruwschir
province in Turkey under the dirtet;arshipm:])r
Sachihire Oimura. The object of the éxe f s
up o now was the clarification of the seplgment
' Millen

histery of Central Anatelia from the
nium BC 1o the Ouoman period, While Raman
provided a great oppormunity o better under-
stamd the stratigraphy and cccupation levels

arolia, scant data about the late

in Central An.

eia [iatinute of Anatolian A
an, Kaman, Kersehir, komatsomsra
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" (Fig. 3). Excavations at the highest §

2 Millennium BC, the Hittite Empire periad

have been broughe to hight

In an elfor o shed more light on the Cen-
tral Anawlian occupation levels, the [IAA has
conducted surveys since 1986, and over 1300

sites have heen investig

d and registered

Buklakale was specil Iy investigated in 1991

and 2006 {Omura 19 368, Omura

s Buklikale v

o0,

Aechirding to the resy gard
ed ks onenf the

more impaortant Hitize cities of

tk : 2% Millennium BC and w

x suntable

site ta help us bener undeystand the tme pe
riod gap present at Kaman-Kalehayuk, For this

YC|

n a preliminary survey was conducted in

2008 and the first excavation began in 2009,
‘Chronology at Bikliikale

Since 2009, the excavations at Bikiikale

yiclded the occupation history ar Bikhikale

st of the

rocky hill were conducted © bewer understand
the stratigraphy of that area of the site. Four cul

tural Tayers were identified as folows:

Tst. Stratum: Ottoman period
2nd, Stratum: Tron Age (Late)
Srd. Stratum: Middle and Late Bronze Age

tth. Stratum: Early Bronze Age

Aside from these occupational levels, we
found a Byzanune coin and some pottery sherds

from the Muldle Iron Age v

so-called Alis

painted postery), and some Eardy Iron Age pot

tery sherds (so-called “Dark Age® bichrome
pottery, that match the 11d Swatum at Kaman
Kalehiyiik}. These pottery sherds indicate tha
Briklikale was also setted in the Eazly and Mid-
dle Iron Ages

As 2 e

It of these findings, we concluded

thar Buklikz 15 continuoush occupled from

Early Bronze throngh Quoman periods

Buklitkale during the 2"
Millennium BC

Investigations into the settlements of the 2*

Millennitm BC were carried out so far in three

different areas of the site, Two areas are sitnated

om the rocky hill and one 218 located m the

bower ity

On the surface of the raocky hill there was a

BURLUKALE

MO 2. binyil sonunda en Gnemli Hitit Fig 1:
Biikkikale 'nin konumuna gasteren

sehirlerinden biri olarak kabul edildi ve haritz

Kaman-Kalehéyiik 'teki zaman boglugu-

Bikltkale

nu daha iyi anlayabilecegimiz uygun bir
sit alani oldugu anlagidi, Bu sebepler- g
den otirii 2008'de on inceleme yapildi
ve 2009'da ilk kazt gerceklestirildi. Aerial Phoograph

Biiklikale Kronolojisi

2009°dan beri sirdiralen kazajar Biklikalenin yerle
sim tarihini giin 1ngina aikarmakeadir (Fig. 3). Kayahk te-
penin en vitksek noktasinda burasimn stratigrafisini daha
iyi anlamak igin kazilar yirGeilmis ve dort kaliar tabakas
tespit edilmistr:

1. Tabaka: Osmanli donemi

2. Tabaka: Ge¢ Demir Cagi

3. Tabaka: Orta ve Geg Tung Cag

4. Tabaka: Erken Tunc¢ Caji

Bu verlesim tabakalar: disinda, bir Bizans sikkesi ve Orta

Demir Cagi'na ait baz ¢anak ¢omlek pargalars (Alisar IV ca-
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owing the Locatlor

Baklakale'nim havadan gorunimi

of Baklakak:



BUKLUKALE

E) TR0 S -
BUKLUKALE 2011 4 80m
Fig 4 nak ¢comlegi) ve bazi Erken Demir Cag ke-

Bitkliikale nin topografik hariias e MR
ramigi (Kaman-Kalehdyik Id tabakasiyla

uyusan “Karanhk Cag" ¢iftrenkli keramigi}

bulunmustur. Bu buluntular Buklikale'nin
Erken ve Orta Demir ¢aglarinda da iskin gordugine isaret
etmekredir. Bulgulanin iginda Baklikale’nin Erken Tunc
Cagi'ndan Osmanh Dénemine kadar kesintisiz verlesime

sahne oldugu sonucuna variyoruz,
MO 2. Binyilda Biikliikale

MO 2. binyil yerlesimine dair arasirmalar simdiye ka-
dar sit alaminin i¢ farkh verinde sirdGrGlmastir. Bunlar-
dan ikisi kayalik tepede, dteki asafn sehirde yer ahr.

Kayahk tepenin yizeyinde gorulebilir bir tas siras: bu-
lunmaktaydr. {1k kaz: bu alanda vapilmis ve kiklop orgili
bir duvar ortava ¢ikarilmistir, Duvar 6,5 m yiksekliginde-
dir ve 2 m genisliginde taslarla insa edilmistir, Duvann di-
sinda 4,5 m'ye inen bir agma acilmig ve duvarm son kulla-
milmig dis cephesiyle iligkili tabakaya ulagimisar (Fig. 4)
Bu tabakanin alinda bulunan halen 3 metrelik ¢ok sayida

kiil tabakalan duvarin uzun vadeli kullanimina isaret eder.
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visible stone Iz rst excavation grid was

opened in this area and a all was

revedled. Tt is 6,5 m hig

wide were used. On the ousside the wall was ex

cavated 4.5 m deep so far and reached the laver

that might be the last used outer surface of the

}. There are still 3 m of ash fill Javers

wall (Fig

mdicates long-term use

the inside of the cvclopean wall

ame clear that W3 v

W23 was excavated, it

compases a part of a large terrace buiiding

This Jarge terrace building was at the end burnt
down. From this burnt laver parts of three birnt

rooms were found. The mud brick walls of the

plastes

e size of the b

Iding is not yet clear. On the

and

one glass pendant were found (Fig. 6). These

glass objects from Biklikale may show how

strongly Mittantan culture influenced Hittite 3 R
culture,

\t the northwest part of

wer ity

el investigation carried out ”

1 identified fortification

rypical b

witll that contains a casemate wall, towers and

oty gate, and possibly also posterns (Fig

Ihese findings initially indicated that the town "

of Baklikale may have been b avound 1600

after (cf. Seeher 2010 ). See, however

further below on th estzon of the dating

coural remaans, 4 vagment

of @ Hitte cunciform clay tablet was four

from the fill outside of the cyclopean wall

orm tablet was translated by

Dr. Mark Weeden and, from the paleographic

of view. it was proposed o

written in the 14" century BC

Iv find of a Hittite t

MO wes

possibly from the time that the land Arzawa

nade a coalition with other lands in Western

Anatolia and invaded Hiuse werritory, On the

ablet, De. Weeden translated twolintercsting

“these nds” and “your cowdtry

.1‘2
Given the restriction of the latter phrase in

Hittie xts 10 use by Kings or gods, the 1able

from Buklikale could be a diplomatic letter
that was written between the Hirtite great king

and a king of & land in Western Anatolia.
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Fig 4
Bukliikale'deki hiklopik duvar

reun Wall at Biklaky

Fig 5:
Yangin tabakasinin mimarisi

Fig.
Bakiakale'de bulunmug cam sise
te fonnd 4
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Fig. T Kiklopik duvarnm W3 kesimi kaml-
Hitir rahkimanim ghsteren
jenmanyetik araglrma

diginda burasinin biyik bir terash

yapinin pargast oldujgu ve nihayetinde

1 vanginla sona erdigi anlaglimsnr. Bu
vangin tabakasinda 0¢ oda kazilmigor.
Odalarin kerpig duvarlan, kerpic siva-

syla kaphdir (Fig- 3). Yapiun tam Slgaleri heniiz kesin
degildir. Bir odamin zemininde cam sige parcalarn ve cam
kolye stsleri bulunmugtur (Fig. 6). Bunlar Mittani kalti-
riindin Hitit kithiiriing ne kadar gicli sekilde cikiledigin
gn’:’usmrcbilir.

Agan gehrin kuzeyban kesimindeki jeomanyerik caliy-
malar kazamat duvar, kuleler, sehir kapisi ve mubtemel
poternleri tammlamisor (Fig, 7). Bu kesifler Biklikale
verlesiminin MO 1600 civaninda ya da sonrasinda (krg. Se-
eher 2010: 30) insa edilmis olabilecegini gostermistir. Bu-
nunla birlikie taribleme sorunu asagida ele alinmakiadir

Mimari kalinulara ilaveten kiklopik duvarn dig kisoin-
da bir Hitit givivazili tablet pargasi bulunmugtur. Bu tablet
Dr. Mark Weeden tarafindan cevrilmis ve paleografik ag-
dan MO 14. vy’ da yanldign anlagilomsor. Bu, Hicie tabletle-
ri aramnda en batda bulunmus olamdir ve mubtemelen
Arzawa Ulkesi'nin Bat1 Anadolu’daki dreki devletlerle an-
lagip Hitit wopraklarim isgal etrifi déneme aittir, Dr. We-

* eden tablente iki ilging ifadeyi gevirmigtir; “bu topraklar”

ve “senin filken”. lkinci ifadenin Hitit metinlerinde krallar
va da tanplann kullanmiyla ssirh oldufu dastinglirse,
Biiklitkale tableri hir Hitit bityik kral ile Ban Anadolu'da
bir filkenin hitkimdar arasindaki diplomatik mekiubun

bir pargas olahilir.
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Biikliikale'de Kronolojik Sorunlar

Bikliikale'de MO 2. binyil kronolojisin kurarken snem-
li bir sorun ortaya crkmakeadir, Son yangin tabakasindan
gelen C14 earihleri MO 1600 civaring vermektedir, Ope yan-

dan Biikliikale tableti MO 14, v'a tarihlenic.

Bu miarsizlifn cormek amaciyla kiklopik duvar dagim-
daki 3 m'lik kil tabakasindan C14 drnekleri toplanmsny,

Ornekler Dr. Takayuki Omori tarafindan Baves istatistikle-
riyle analiz edilmigtir. Sonuglar kiklopik duvarin MO 2000
cvanna tarihlendirilebilecefini ve yaklasik MO 1600'de
yangmnla tahrip oldugunu géstermisti, Aynca duvar bir
kez MO 1850 civarinda terk edilmis gériinmektedir ve ba
tarih basgka bir yangin tabakasimin tarihiyle kesigmekiedir,

Sonuclar  Bikldkale  verlesiminin  Assur Kaolom
Cafr'ndan sonraki bostukian Hitit Dénemi'nin bagina ka-
dar devam ettigini gostermektedir. Tlerideki arasurmalar
bu bilinmeyen gecis doneminin anlasilmasina katky safla-
yacakiir. -

Obiir tarafean C14 sonuclar Biklikale' de Hitie Impara-

torluk Dénemi'ne dair ciddi bir sorun dofurmustur, Tab-

letin dnerilen tarihine gire burada MO 14 yv'in basineda
bir verlesin olmalve, l"ak.u.;imdiy\: kadar kazilan yerlesim
daha erkene aittir, Gelecek kanlarn amaclar:nc-lan hiri
tabletin donemivle uvusacak bir verles
olacakir,

nin izlerini bulmak
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