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Outline of course

• Genetic information is stored in DNA and encoded in a form that is 
nearly universal in all living things on Earth.

• The genetic code is initially transferred from DNA to RNA, in the 
process of transcription..

• RNA’s four ribonucleotides, analogous to an alphabet of four “letters,” 
can be arranged into 64 different three-letter sequences. Most of these 
triplet codons in RNA encode one of the 20 amino acids present in
proteins.

• Several codons act as signals that initiate or terminate protein 
synthesis.

• In bacteria, the process of transcription is similar to, but less complex, 
than in eukaryotes, where the initial transcript must be processed prior 
to its translation.
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