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Klasik Simer /Ill.Ur Mihurleri

FIGS. 511-514

Neo-Sumerian — Uy 111

CONTESTS

One aspect of the Neo-Sumerian phase isa
stress on contests of heroes and animals. A
few continued the old scheme of conflicts
in which each human aggressor fought an
animal, the latter back to back, 511-14.
Erotic themes feature but do not predomi-
nate in the conflict of a lion with a bullman
and a hero, 515. 1t is probable that a simi-
lar relationship of beast and warriors
without the erotic element held for 516-
17. A two-headed male stands beside two
heroes mastering a reversed bull in 518. A

511 Impressions of 1wo seals on both faces of

tablet. Height A-ext. 18; B-ext. 22, Reverse
shown. YBCG 1208, Shu-Sin 2,
A-Worshipper led by goddess, enthroned
goddess, inseription.  B-Inscription, nude
belted hero an either side, each grappling
with lions back to back,

The use of two or more seals on an Ur LT tab-
let or its case seems to have occurred rela-
tively late in the dynasty: Lowne T., 14044,
18184, 192, 194, 198 (the earliest, Am: 1
TR ATT 2, pl. 11 4266, ITT 3, pl. 11 6638;
Philadelphia, 275765 Ash €, 439; below 523,
673 (late Shulgi or more likely Ihbi-Sin): also
51Ix; NBC 7766 (unpublished case with two
worship scenes, [bbi-Sin 2),

Two or more seals sometimes occur in Ur 111
lae, perhaps not before Amar-Sir
219-22; Brussels, 75, pp. 151 (see under
643 below). Two possibly CONECmMpPOrary in-
scriptions appear on the same seal, 580,

Louvre

ur

12, Impressions all over case (unopened).
Height (a) Reverse, (b) Left edge, (c)
Right edge. NCBT 92248, Shulgi 47 or
Amar-Sin 3.

lion facing right is in conflict with a hero
on either side, 519-25; in the latter the
hero on the side wears a feather crown
while before it comes a scene showing an
eagle above Howing waters. In 526-31 a
lion facing left or in contorted positions
struggles between two warriors while in
532 the creature in conflict is a liongriffin,
The lion or liongriffin is placed between a
contender in 533-35. Palm branches in a
largely geometric setting, 536.

Inseription over liongriffin (7) (one wing visi-
ble): on either side, nude bearded hero, full
face with side curls, grappling with erect lion;
between pair to right, crescent above an-
telope with head wrned back: between pair
to left, water bird above small worshipper in
long garment; spread eagle above the lions'
tails,

513. Brownish limestone. 43%26. Unperfo-
rated, Probably unfinished and discarded.
Newell 93, Not shown.

Two full-face heroes; two inscriptions (one
worn).

514, Impression. Height ext. 26, Reverse
parily shown. NBC 23536. Shulgi 38,
Inscription squeezed into open space be-
tween belted full-face bullman and nude
belted hero, full face, bearded with side curls;
each grasping animal,

A similar design appears on both faces of the
tablet, 514x, YBC 9805, height 29; inscrip-
tion.
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FIGS: H1a-ad

A Dark “aeative.” e ]2 NBC 4952, Falbe
Lobrary fenzenie 835 | 119, w37, o 44 [plate
Nude male swith vwis heads; mode beleed fili-
Lave heto ot ither sade of upendedd Buall,
upper bady of which they grasp, the right
hero stegeping on the baills head: e TipatEi,
An upeencled isffalo between oo heroes oc-
curs i @ seal of Guden of Bagash, Porada,
Pwdreun Flatienidy Sevsdeiary Stodien 0 (1965),
ppe T, gl L2 see alr ihe contest soenies
Nushiwer, 272-79, g 1ES, belonging 1o a swm
ainel @ granedsest o Chiades

For a pwoeheaded mube receiany worship spe
Lasiviwe oy 251, [eg New-Sumerian; compare
the seoallome b L'E 10, 475, Ol Babs bt
Thr hgure poohahly devives froem 1 smu, the
et devine attensdamt of Wye swaber god
i Akkadian seals (fasfmer, ppo BRIEL see
dlsin the LingeEaced Bronee higuares al o guod
sl yoeldess, probably Cld. Batndonian, CFF
O, pl. TT-RL pp 210

SIW. “Seeatwe” 219G Top broken. NBI

Twin mude heroes grappling with lion be-
tween e imscription,

3 Mok Hmestnoe, red monfing, 2509
Worn, NBC G000,

Like 519 inscription.

521 Brown lmestone, pink smottling, Bottom
halt bevdkes ol 11 Vpiexie 11, Aveell 18
ot showmn

Like 5 19; inscription

322, Like 516. Height ent. 20, Revene panly
shown, WBL 3R Shulg 54
Like 5159 LA HITTR

A similar desgn on reverse of whie, 570y,
i 18, Sthialgy 38, or Shu-5in 4, hegha
L IMsCTTphon

52X Like 12 Heghe ext 20, (2 Reverse, (b
Top edge. NCBT 2247
Lake 518 inscription

A uirnilar design on lragimeni ol cise, talder

'R nwd impresserd, M, NCBT 1382, Shaigi 37,
= bwight | K; whwscriptiomn
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537a

WORSHIP SC

One group consists of a lone figure, 537; a
scene showing a goddess leading a wor-
shipper before an enthroned god, the seal
naming the early Neo-Sumerian ruler,
Gudea of Lagash, 538; several seals featur-
ing a worshipper before a seated goddess,
539-42; or with an added worshipper,
543-47: or with one figure leading
another plus a worshipper, 548-49; or &
worshipper led before a goddess, 550-61:
partly  Post-Akkadian, partly  Neo-
Sumerian, especially early. A large Neo-

Sumerian group * features a suppliant
goddess and a worshipper led by a goddess
before another seated goddess, 562-64:
without the suppliant goddess, 565-85:
with the enthroned goddess holding a
crescent standard, 586. A goddess appears
full face in 587. A worshipper is led by a
goddess before a seated goddess with
weapons at her shoulders, 588, seated on
geese or with geese before her, 589-93.
Seal 594 shows a worshipper before an en-
throned goddess (unfinished).
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5. 628-636

WORSHIP — SEATED KING

After the concentrated presentation of the
goddess, secondarily the god, in Ur 111
seals the depiction of the seated king fol-
lows. First, a worshipper is led by a goddess
before a seated king with a cup, 628-38;
then a suppliant goddess precedes but the
king does not hold a cup, 639-40; or the
suppliant goddess stands behind a king
who extends a cup, 641, or a flowing vase,
642. A suppliant goddess behind a wor-

628, Hematite. 26x 14%/13%, concave. Bore
off eenter because seal is cut back for added
inscription and adjacent objects, NCBS 849,
Worshipper (rear bottom cut away) in cap
and open robe, led by goddess wearing neck
rings and bracelets, star between them,
ground line: star. disk in crescent above
goose; king with cup, wearing bracelets, on
cushioned throne on-niched platform (rear
cut away); hon-headed spread eagle above
goat rampant against mscription,

The king s clad in the flounced robe of deity,
as'in 630, 632-33, 638-39, rather than in a
fringed garment as is more usual. In all the
scenes before the King the leading goddess
wears a flounced robe as here, except in 634,

629. Hematite. 25x14/13%, cut back at sec-
ondary motifs. YBC 9673,
Theme of 628; the goddess wears neck rings
and bracelets; star disk in crescent above
water bird before the king who has bracelets
at wrist, feet on low stool on plain low plat-
form: over traces ol worn inscription: bow-
legged dwarf and nude male in caps on
line over squatting dog () facing seated
mongoose (7) on line,

The secondary motifs over the worn inscrip-
tion are Old Babylonian.

630, Hematite. 34%20. NBC 9106.
Theme of 628; the worshipper in striated
cap, mongoose (#) on pole before him; scor-
pion, snake, star disk in crescent, and water
bird betore the king, second snake and Lizard
behind him; inseription {erased?).

It is possible that the striated cap of the wor-
shipper and the crowded animal figures are

shipper confronts a seated king with cup,
643-49; in addition the worshipper holds a
kid, 650. The king is beardless, but other-
wise with his usual setting in 651-52, ex-
cept that in the latter he has an offering
table before him. The enthroned king
faces a worshipper holding a staff in 653,
but in 654 the enthroned king with the
usual cup simply confronts an unadorned
worshipper.

sembling that on a warrior’s head of alabas-
ter, Parrot, Mar, fig. 107, Curiously enough
the faces of the two men are also very s r
No beard is sle on the king in 633, 651-
52, but no chin strap either. See, however,
632,

632. Dark gray serpentine. 30%x17, Newell
156. Not shown.
Theme of 628; serpent between first two
figures; disk in crescent (or full circle?) above,
erect lion with staff before the king (beard-
less) wearing a chin strap as in 631; inscrip-
tion over opposed scorpions,

633. Dark gray serpentine. 25x14. Worn.
Newell 134, Not shown,
Nude full-faced hero holding vase at waist
from which streams How to vases on either
side; theme of 628,

634. Shell. 26x13, Bore 6/4%. Chipped. NBC
9110,
Iheme of 628; crack under star disk in cres-
cent (compare 584); secondary: nude hero on
one knee on line, holding Howing vase at
ist; below: worshipper (cracked), left hand
raised, right at waist, facing goddess, on two
lines,

wil

635. Impressions on jar sealing. Height ext. ¢

23, MNippur 5 NT 34, No context, NBC
11198,
T'heme of 628; the king is beardless; second-
ary: two crossed bulls on line over full-face
hero with side curls on one knee holding
Howing vase at waist.

636. Impressions all over case. Height 26. Lelt
edge shown, Ibbi-Sin 3, named on seal. YBC

late Neo-Sumerian nd:iil'EARLY NEAR FASTERN SEALS

631, Dark gray limesto
29x 17, YBC 9665,
Theme of 628; crescent
the king (beardless); insc

The king seems to be we;
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637. Impressions on both faces of tablew
Height ext. 23. Reverse partly shown. YBC
294, Amar-Sin 9, but seal already names
Shu-Sin. YOS 4, 101, drawn. Drehem text,
Theme of 628; the king holds handled vase:
inscription.

For other examples of a tablet written in the
year a king died, but already impressed by a
seal with the new king's name, see Op-
penheim, Eames, p. 4. For the handled vase
see 638,

B38. Like 6° Height 27, Reverse partly
shown. YBC 1170, Also YBC 1245, 1627
(=Y0S5 4, 195, poor drawing), YBC 1628,
1688, 9812, Shu-Sin 3, 4, 6, 6, 4, 7. Jokha
texts,

Worshipper in open robe led by goddess,
ground line; king with handled vase on high
backed throne, rounded top, side arms curv-
ing over inset lion, its tail up, on platform; in-
scription above hero with Howing vase as in
635,

For the throne and the vase compare UE 10,
428-31, naming Amar-5Sin (changed to Shu-
Sin in There the worshipper's right
hand is raised as usual, but his left at the waist
brings the siraight edge of his robe or shawl
toward the middle, partially covering the leg
revealed in 638, For the robe arranged as in

638 see UE 10, 433, probably naming Shu-
Sin; compare Berlin, 253, naming Shu-Sin;
BRM, 3, pl. VIL. 55: 17T 5, pl. 1. 10041, p. 67;

all presentations.

639. Impressions all over case (unopened).
Height 19 (with cap marks ¢. 25). Top edge
shown, NCBT 2249, Amar-Sin 1. Seal names
Shulgi. Possibly same as Ward, 52.

Suppliant godde:
does not hold cu

heme like 628, but king
: inscription.

A similar design with the king probably not
holding a cup: 639x, YBC 13111, case un-
opened, Amar-Sin 4 (?), height ext. 23, names
Shulgi.

See Wiseman, 40 for a presumed king without
a cup, seated on a throne with curved back
and sidearms, bull’s legs at its rear, in a pre-
sentation  like 639-40, but naming Ur-
Nammu, first Ur 111 king.

740, Like 637 (two tablets), Height 16 (with cap
marks 22). (a) Reverse, (b) Obverse (partial),
NBC 2023 (= a), no date; 3401 (= b), dated
Shulgi 43 (= BIN 5, 122, drawn).
YBC 1761, NBC 2872, NBC 3644:
Shulgi 38, 40, 46. Jokha rtexts.

Theme like 639, but the King sits on an altar
throne as in 6389 without a cup; inscription
(last sign behind the throne).
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645. Like 644 (also one side). Height c. 20, Re-
verse partly shown. YBC 1374, Shu-Sin 5.
Jokha text, _
I'heme of 644; star disk in crescent; inscrip- F1GS-645-646
tion above lion-headed cagle.
646. Impressions on two tablets, Height 27
Reverses shown. NBC 638 (= a), Shu-Sin 9;
UDT (= NBC, drawn) 167 (= b), 1hhi-Sin 1.
Drehem text.
Theme of 644; ground line under standing
figures; two star disks in crescents side by side
above double lion-headed eagle; inscription.
The two-headed eagle appears especially in
the designs of seal impressions from Tello:
Lowvre T, 1100ITT 2, pl. 111, 3911 3, pl. 111.
6631, 665125, pl. IV, 6954,
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681a

680. Dark gray green serpentine. 20%x 11%/
I l{concave). NCBS 701, Yale Library Gazette
43 (1968), pl. 11, 3, pp. 94f.

Worshipper, date palm in vase, star disk in
crescent above god as in 679, but in tunic and
shoes with turned up toes; inscription,

For shoes with turned up toes see Akkadian
423,

681. Impression on two fragments probably

from same jar sealing and part of scene on
small tablet. Height 25. (a) NBC 11330 (Nip-
pur 5 NT 593), (b) Drawing. Also NBC 11331
(5 NT 597), NBC 10539 (6 NT 27), NBC
11199 (5 NT 35), NBC 11333 (5 NT 622).
Buchanan, JNES 31 (1972) pp. 96-101, pl. 1;
Hallo, JNES 31 (1972) pp. 87-89. No context.
High official pouring libation on date palm in
vase over which full-face goddess extends
ring and rod; all over mountain {rom each
end of which god holding bowl emerges, tree
growing before one to left; inscription.
The ornamental character of the mountain
and its gods contrasts with the pseudo-
naturalism of the numerous Akkadian scenes
in which there is a deity in or on a mountain.
Only Boelmer, 433 is to some extent compara-
ble, where a winged Shamash with a saw
climbs between two mountains while looking
at a god, man above, mountain below, who
starids immediately before him.

Somewhat suggestive of the mountain gods in
681 is a group of seals, largely of Syrian ori-
gin and of Old Babylonian times, which fea-
ture divinities merged with the end of a
stream, Amiet, Syria 37 (1960), pp. 215(f.,
figs. 1-8.

682. Dark gray serpentine. 19x10/9%(con-
cave). NCBS 739,

Date palm in vase between two worshippers,

The theme is very common in Neo-Sumerian
seals, sometimes with distinct variations in the
design as in 657, 686-89. Seals like UE 10,
254, 265, or Philadelphia, 169 are certainly
Post-Akkadian and may suggest a similar date
for many of the rest. An early date is also in-
dicated by the crudely pleated skirt with pro-
nounced edge as in 682-83. It is curious that
in two instances, UE 10, 270, Parrot, 50, the
theme is combined with the rare Neo-
Sumerian examples of a rider (see 503).
The same theme and material, but with traces
of a worn inscription in 682x, Newell 159,
27x9/7, irregular.

683. Dark gray serpentine, 17x8. Newell 160.
Not shown. Frankfort, p. 142, n. 1 ("Guu").
Like 682; mace standard and crescent on
cither side of plant; inscription,

684 Dark “steatite.” 19x 10/9(irregular). NBC
9135,

Theme of 682; secondary: crescent mounted
on back of goose above scorpion, ground line.

685. “Steatite.” 17x8. Worn. NBC 9353.
Theme of 682; secondary: standard topped
by three dots (7) (top one faint) with goat on
one side, lion (?) on other, goose above.

The “lion" is stylized rather like the one in
524.

686, “Steatite.” 25x12. Worn. YBC 13042,

Said 10 be from Western Iran,
Erect liongriffin, worshipper in  fringed
mantle, date palm in vase, erect lion, vertical
snake.
Compare the lion in 685 and the liongriffin
in 578,
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Fig. 1. Seal of Khashkhamer, governor of Ishkun Sin during the reign of Ur-Namma (end of the
22nd century B.c.). WA.89126. British Museum (Matthiae 2000: 61).







Seal of Khashkhamer, governor of Ishkun Sin during the reign of Ur-Namma (end of the
22nd century b . c. ). WA.89126. British Museum (Matthiae 2000: 61).
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Figure 6—Modern impression of an Ur III seal with a royal

introduction scene (Pierpont Morgan Library. Morgan Seal 292). Figure 7—Modern impression of an Ur III seal with a royal

Courtesy of the Pierpont Morgan Library. introduction scene (VAM 697). bpk, Berlin / Vorderasiatisches
Museum, SMB / Art Resource, NY.



and it has been suggested
and rulers were depicted
s.” At the right (as seen in
lon) is a seated male figure
1and toward a goddess
lepicted multiple-horned
'd robe. She, in turn, is

> hand who 1s dressed in a
at, and whose right arm 1s

»f worship. Behind him

Impression from catalogue number 320.

320

Cylinder seal with a presentation
scene

Cuneiform inscription in Sumerian

Hematite

H. 2.8 cm (1% in.); Diam. 1.7 cm (/s in.)
Mesopotamia

Uy 11, reign of Ibbi-Sin, ca. 2013—1989 B.C.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Gift of

He 1s led by a goddess wearing a flounced
robe that drapes over her left shoulder and a
cap with four pairs of horns. She grasps his left
wrist in her right hand, raises her left hand in
a salute, and presents the worshiper to the
seated figure of a deified king,* apparently a
young Ibbi-Sin, who, in the inscription, is
identified with the divine determinative.” He,

too, wears a flounced garment draped over his



Nippur, iInanna mabedi,

Seal of Kirikiri, governor of Eshnunna (20th
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Figure 10—Seal of Bilalama (originally Nurahum) (A 7468 = As 30:1000) and a modern impression.

Courtesy of the Oriental Institute, Chicago.



were commissioned by members of the influencial Ur-Meme family of Nippur. The seal that Ur-
Nanibgal, governor of Nippur, dedicated to the god Nuska for Sulgi’s life (Fig. 16) is one of the
four extant dedicatory seals of the Ur III period.™ It depicts a Lama with raised arms following
behind a figure who pours a libation from a goblet into a biconical vase with palm fruits before a
standing god. probably Nuska. The bearded libator wears a brimmed cap and the fringed robe with

the three folds over the chest.

Figure 16: Seal of Ur-Nanibgal (drawing by author)

The other seal, known from impressions only, belonged to Lugal-engardu, prefect (ugula-e;) of
the Inana temple and priest (nu-s;) of Enlil (Fig. 17).° In addition to the then common title ‘king
of the four parts (of the world)’, the inscription calls Amar-Suen ‘beloved of Inana’. This epithet is
odd in a seal inscription and clearly relates to the seal owner’s occupation as well as to the seal
image. The image depicts a bearded figure dressed in fringed robe and brimmed cap. who pours a
libation from a goblet into a biconical vase, from which a palm shoot with fruits emerges. On the
other side of the vase stands a full-face belligerent Inana. who bestows royal insignia on the libator,
just as the enthroned god does on the stelae (Figs. 9-10). The scene is staged in a mountainous
landscape indicated by a band of scales on which the figures stand, and by the small mountain god

and tree flanking the scene on either side.
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TABLET AND ENVELOPE FROM GIRSU, UNPUBLISHED, BDTNS 052089



Fig. 9. Branch B centroids: NBC 8 (left) and NBC 6go (right).

NBC 3401



3cm

Kt. 10/t. 24

¢

Inscription

2cm




1. Ur stilinde Ibbisin’ in katibi Urlugalbanda’ nin mihri
tliccar Amurru- bani / Martu- bani tarafindan kullaniimis.
Kiltepe, N. Ozglic.
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