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Pigure 10.1: Distribution map of sealings in the Aegean from third millennium BC contexts.

agli Muhdurleri

Figure 10.2: Sealings {drawing/picture of the impression and the backside of the sealing) and a seal
from the Early Bronze Age Aegean: 1-2 Myrina: 3 Aghia Irini: 4 Zas-Cave: 5 Mochlos: & Corinthy
7 Leondari/Frovatsa; 8 Akovitika; 9 Tiryns; 10 Aplomata. (1 and 5 from CMS V5.3; 2 from Dova 2003;
3 from wilsom 1999; 6 and & from CM3 V5.1A; 7 and ¢ from cM3 V.18, objects not to scale).
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46. Fragment of a conoid seal
with two recumbent lions {with
impression). Minoan, Early
Minoan M, ca. 2200-2000 B.C.
Ivory, diama 1 in. (2.5 cm). The
Metropolitan Museum of Art,

Beguest of Richard B, Seager,
1926 (26.31.38)

Before literacy became widespread, carved seals served as a form of identification
or to mark ownership. Earlier seals made of perishable organic materials may have
existed, but the first known Minoan seals are from the Early Minoan II period and
were carved from easily worked materials such as ivory, bone, shell, and soft stones
like serpentine and steatite (see figs. 46, 47).* Along with a handful of artifacts found
on Crete that had been imported from Egypt and the Near East, the exotic imagery
(lions and apes not native to Crete, for instance) on these early seals is evidence of

the Minoans’ overseas contacts during the Prepalatial period. A large steatite stamp

a7 Triangular prism seal with a water fowl, a dog, and a bull’s head (three sides,
with impraession of each). Minoan, Early Minoan ll-Middle Minoan Il, ca. 2200~
1700 B.C. Steatite, w. of sach side 3 in. {1 cm). The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Bequest of Richard B. Seager, 1926 (26.31.101)



@ &
FiG. 90. Ivory SEALS SHOWING MEANDER, FROM Ossuary THoOLOS OF
Hacia Triapa (Haveaerr). (36)

EARLY MINOAN III 125

square divisions leads us to a remarkable series of comparisons. It is in fact
a Minoan draught-board and in the triangular object beneath the hand of the Draught
seated personage we must recognize a conical draughtsman.’ playe;

Fic. 93 B. THREE-SIDED STEATITE BEAD-SEALS FROM CENTRAL CRETE: @, SPECIMEN
SHOWING END; &, ¢, 4 ANOTHER EXAMPLE (§ ILLUSTRATES THE ‘ DousLE SickiLe') (§).
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48, Seal with four S=spirals and

a bridge handle {front and side
views). Minoan, Early Mincan lI-l,
ca. 2700=2000 B.C. Steatite, w. 1% in.
(2.9 cm). The Metropolitan Mussum
of Art, Bequest of Richard B, Seager,
1926 {26.31.39)

Ly

55, Triangular prisrm seal with Cretan
higroalyphs on all three sides,
Minoan, Middle Minoan I,

ca, 1800=1600 B,C, Agate, L ¥ in.
(1.4 cmy), v, of each side 3% in, {1 cm),
The Metropolitan Musewm of Ar,
Beguest of Richard B. Seager, 1926
(26.31.160)

/philosophie/zaw/cms/

L Amygdaloid seal with a palm tree with

suckers (frant and top views], Mingan, Middla
Mincan l=Late Minoan 1, ca. 1700=1450 B.C.
Carnelian, ¥ x % in. (195 x 1.5 cmi. The Metro-
politan Museum of Art, Bequest of Richard B.
Seager, 1926 (26.31.211]

68, Cushion=shaped seal with four fish |seal
and impression). Minoan, Middle Minoan [l
Late Minoan 1A, ca, 1700=1525 B,C, Agata,

& % Ve in. (1687 x 1.33 em). The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Baguest of Richard B. Seager,
1926 (26.31.261)



Orta Minos

Fig. 1. Modern
inpression of a
Parading Lions seal.
Crete, Platanos,
Tholos A. Middle
Minoan | period.

 {=]
Pratanos, Messamh.  (§)

Fic. BT. Ivoky SEaLs FroM LarGER THoLos Ossrary
u

Heraklion
Archaeological

Museum




M.M. Il : HIEROGLYPHIC DEPOSIT : SEALINGS & SEALS 275

T

Orta Minos

M.M.Il: HIEROGLYPHIC DEPOSIT : SEALINGS & SEALS 277

more fully treated under M. M. [11, also now appears, which may be described
as a ' flattened cylinder ",

The shape of the clay sealings found in the Hieroglyphic Deposit, on Three-
which many impressions of seals of the above classes are seen, is more or less ::'aﬂd
three-sided. The sealings have one larger and two smaller faces, and show Seslings.

e ] S I & f=of

E Fiz. 207, &, Roval Branszal , CommeLias (§) & Cuavcenosy Siower, Mocnoos (§);

&, CopNELIAR, Cextral Crete (§); o, F Conmeniax {§); ¢ 5 & GrEEx JASPER, & Canpia
DESTRICT ; A, SrTEia.

PRI R N i

1 - 1 . (USRI S S PR e

Fic. @04, Tyvres or M. M. IT Seavs anvp Gems (§); #, 6, ¢ Rock CRVSTAL ; &b
WHiTE CORNELIAN ; £, &, GREEN JASPER ; i, ¢, RED CorNELIAN | 5, BANDED AGATE.

T 2
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Fl & ] CMS o, 1328-¢ “Elounda”; (] PTSI11 1A, Petras cemetery; (d) ChS ma. 221, Palaklasro, Tlama
—_— gl RS O na 33 unknown orovenance S 1.2 no. TS Epchooi Pe s Lk

Plate 1. Seals made of spondylus shell, EB 1/11-MM 11z [8) CMS IS no. 67, Poliochni; (b] PTSK0G.66. Petras
House Tomb 3; (c]) Ch4S 1.1 no. 478, Machlos Tomb §: {d) He 2232, Mochlos surface find; [e) PTSK12.602
Petras House Tomb 100 Mot to sczle. Photographs @ O. Krzyszkowska.
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12 MEMNPAMMENA IB AIEBNOYE KPHTOAOMKODY ZYMEAPIOY

Plate &. Seals made of fine-grained limestone, MM II- [a] PTSE10.877a-c, Petras House Tomb 10, Room 1
(b) PT5E13 1485a-c and impression of face a, Petras House Tomb 10, Room 1; (c] HM 2379a-c and
impression of face a, Mallia Palace [Pelon 1968). Photographs & O Eroysskowska

Plate 7. Seals made of fine-grained limestone, MM |I: {a) PTSK14.2603a-c, Petras cemetery; [b) PTSK14
2604a-c, Petras cemetery; (c) CM3 1.2 no_ 1.2 ne. 79, Mallia, street north of House Aa; [d) Ti-07 L52/63
Tirvnz. Photosrachsz © O Erovszkowsks.
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10 MEMPAMMENA IB° AIESNOYE KPHTOADTIKOY EYNEAPIOY

Plate 5. Seals made of red serpentine, MM LM LM 1= (3) CMS 11 ng. 280, “Malliz™; [b] CMS IV no. 173
"Emoss0s”; (C) CMS X no. 58, unknown provenance; (d) CMS 114 no. 133, “Kmossos™; (&) CMS IX no. 61,
Plate 3. Giali obsidian: (3] umworked specimen [modern). Seals. MM B-LM If11: (B) CMS 11.2 no. 128, Mal- unknown provenance; (f) CMS 11l no. 5053, “Mallia”; (g} Hed 2076, Knosses stray find; (b} CMS WS3 no. 224,
lim Atelier des sceaux; () CMS 1.2 no. 130, Malia Atelier des sceaux; [d) HM 2237, Machlos surface find; Midea, Acropolis West Gate area. Photographs & 0. Krzyszkowska.
(&) CAS IV mo, 157, “Mesara”; [f) & mo. 195, “Lamros”; (gl CMS | no. 228, Vapheio tholos tomb, main
chamber; [h) Knossos Stratigraphical v m SMS 3141, Unexplored Mansion, North Corridor, LM LA/ on
floor siabs. Photographs B O. Kroyschowska.

least one, and possibly three seals from Midea are Cretan in origin (CM35 V53 nos. 222-223 and a

haematite lentoid from the West Gate area: Krzyszkowska 2016, 121, pl. ¥LVh, with references).
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Plate 10 Calote (&) ipecimen |(modern) from Aebd the Afmeéncs cemetery. Sealz LM =l B] HM 2508
imossos Unexplored Mansion, Room M (B) CMS VE3 mo. 322, Armensoi Tomb 223; () CMS V na. 277
] 1 7 em Armanci Tomb 53; (d) CMS Vi no. 457, Dictasan Cave; [e) OM5 VI no. 496, unknown provenance (ex-Evans)
] Photographs © O. Kr 2
Plate B. 5eals made of fine-grained limestone, MM HIYLM I-LM 11AL: (a) OM3 1.3 no. 259, Mochlos
(&) CMS V53 no. 354, Palaikasztra; (c] CMS IX ne. 101, unknown provenance; (d) HM 2236, Machia -

Il rg, 412, unkAown provenance

face find: (&) CMS | mo. 2586 Vapheio tholo: tomb, floor cist: (f) CMS

(g CM5 11.3 no. 331, unknown provenance. Photographs © 0. Krayszhowska.
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75. Cushion-shaped seal with bulls or cows
iseal and impressionl. Minoan, Late Minoan A,
ca, 1400=1300 B,C, Banded agate, ¥ x ¥ in,
{1.73 x 1.23 em}. The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, Purchase, by exchange, 1811 {11.195.1)

82, Lentoid seal with an akar,
Minoan, Late Minoan 1B, 13th can=
tury B.C. Steatite, diam. % in. (2 cm).

The ME“”F’”_"W” Museum of Art, 74, Lentoid seal with a griffin (seal 76, Lantoid seal with the Bullman, Minoan, Late
TR and impression). Minoan, Late Minoan lllA, ca. 14001375 B.C. Spartan basalt,
Minoan B, ca. 1450=1400 B.C. Agate, diarm. % in. (1.6 cm ). The Metropolitan Museum
diam. 1% in. (2.7 cm), depth %z in of Art, Bequest of Richard B. Seager, 1926
(1.2 cm). The Metropolitan Museum (26.31,243)

of Art, Purchase, by exchange, 1914
(14.104.1)
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BE.Three=sided sealing (views of two sides with a drawing of one side). Minoan, Late
Mingan I, ca. 1600=1450 B.C, Clay, h. 13 in. (3.4 cm), w. of gach side %% in. [1.8 cm.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Bequest of Richard B. Seager, 1926 |26.31.409)

https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zaw/cms/
seals/hardstone.html

58, Lentoid seal with a wounded lion (seal 60, Lentoid seal with a bull {seal and impres=-
and imprassion). Minoan, Late Minoan HI, sion). Minoan, Late Minoan I8, ca. 1500—

ca, 1600=1400 B,C, Carnelian, diam, % in, 1450 B,C, Bandead agata, 1 x 1%in, (2,5 x
{1.63 emlThe Metropolitan Museum of 2.7 cmb The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Art, Bequest of Richard B. Seager, 1926 Purchase, by exchange, 1911 {11.196.2]

(26.31.278)



Deep red and white agate cushion seal with
gold mounting from Pylos, Greece, showing a
female griffin standing with wings elevated,
c1450 BCE, with impression and drawing of the
impression (CMS |271).

showing S spirals and hieroglyphic script signs, c1900 BCE,
with impression and drawing of the impression (CMS 1.2
249).

Red jasper lentoid seal with gold finials from Vaphio, Greece, Gold signet ring from Vaphio, Greece, showing a
showing two hunters tying up their lion catch, c1450 BCE, woman gesturing and a man pulling the tree
with impression and drawing of the impression (CMS | 224). beside a shield panoply and with hovering

symbols above, c1525 BCE, with impression and

. drawing of the impression (CMS | 219).
http://www.iconaegean.com/seals.html g of 3 ( )



Gec¢ Minos / Hellas (A. J.Evans)

Fic. 115. Gorp SicNeT RING FROM K N05508, SHOWING SCENE OF

Bagrveic WorsHip (Late Mivoax). (%)

Vg |
. Fﬁ

2
pmp P

Fig. 116, Movrninc ScexE For Divine YoutHruL HeErD
oN GoLp SIGNET RING (LATE MiNoax, MyceNaEg) ().
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Fiz, 804. Buir-wosmisc Scexes o SEAL-IMPRESSIONS. o AND & spowine Tmirie
GrADATION EELow, (&, & & faEwo Hoaso g of MM 111 & Dgrosit, Kxossos ) Lij

Fic. 512. SceNeE oF ARMED COMBAT . Fre. 513. SceNE. oF CoMBAT IN
IN  ARENA, ON SEAL-IMPRESSION FROM - MounTAlN GLEN, o8 GOLD SIGNET-RING
HaGia Triana (3). - FROM IVTH SHAFT GRAVE, MYCENAE (2).



TAFEL 234

TAFEL 103

Coldene Siegeltiage (17 10 3} Savinsiegel (34, 69, t0-16, 1904 39 38 33 J9-41] und Siegelabdriche von Mykensi
{31100y, 16 58, 20, 1y 31 jﬂ.h-lwh}.‘r‘lrphiu (x4 1y} Kydonea (4], Knossos (24, 16,28, 43, 4y, 42, 41 ], Hagia Triada
a7 all), Vaphio (g}, Pybos (25), Dendra (34) Hagia Triads (g. 8. 10. 08), Knousos . {27}, Zakrgy (48], Mallia {37}, Dikasinche Hahle (1), Pyrgas i7], Kalyvis [1g).

{p ok o ag. yu 3], Archanes (6], Zakrod 1) 51, Kadyvia (23}, 1daanche Hohle (ya), M u | Ie r‘Ka rpe en.

Goldene Siegeiringe (1=4, 6 7.9 11, 14 10 35, 89, 17, 28], Sreimiegel (zo. 12 29 pal Glasrelaef {14) und Segelabdriicke
von Mykenai (1~ 7.9 11, o1 3
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Gold ring from a chamber tomb at Mycenae.

(rold ring from the Mycenae Treasure.



https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zaw/cms/
seals/hardstone.html







Gec Hellas

Ring wiTH GRIFFINS

Gald, silver
Height 1.7 em (% in.); width 3 cm (1'% in.)
Mycenae, Chamber Tomb 68
Late Helladic 11, 15th century B.c.
National Archaeological Museum, Athens,
Greece 2970



Figure 25.1. Modern
impression of a lentoid
(CMSV 433) in the
Mycenae-Vapheio Lion

group, from the Nichori

tholos (photo courtesy

CMS).

Rivg wiTH MASTER oF
ANIMALS

Red jasper
Max. diameter 2.6 cm (1% in)
Mycenac, Chamber Tomb 53
Late Helladic 1, 15th century B.C.
National Archaeological Museum, Athens,

Cireece 2852



Gec¢ Hellas

STaMP SEAL WITH MaAX AND
GRIFFIN

I‘tl."i iﬂ.‘hEH'r
Diameter 2.2 cm (T in)
Vapheio, Tholos Tomb, Late Helladic 114,
15th century mc.
National Archacological Museum, Athens,

Gireece 1761
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BEYO RN D BABYI—ON Late HELpame (LH) I/EarLy

Art, Trade, and Diplomacy in the Second Millennium B.C- ~ Ny CENAE AN PERIOD, 16251525

Edited by Joan Aruz, Kim Benzel, and Jean M. Evans

Shatt Graves at Mycenae

LH 1A, 1525-1450

LH IIB, 1450 —1425

LH IITA:1, 1425—-1575

LH ITIA:2 (EarLY), 1375=1825

LH 111A:2 (LATE)=1I1B/LATE
MY CENAEAN PERIOD, 1525=1200

Carrelian, smethyst, glass, and gobd
Max. length 2% om (1% in.); max. diameter
2 om (Bin)
Hazarma, Thalos Tomb
Late Helladic [TA, ca, 1525 1480 B e
.'\-.Iﬂﬂ ion Archeeclome al Museurn, ireece I .lh'.l: rn I h KT !
15O LIORE, 15120




BEYOND BABYLON

Art, Trade, and Diplomacy in the Second Millennium B-C-

Edited by Joan Aruz, Kim Benzel, and Jean M. Evans

CypPrO-AEGEAN CYLINDER
SEAL AND MobDERN [MPRESSION

Lapis lazuli
Heaght 2.7 em (1% in.); diameter 1 cm (% in.)
Thebes, Palace Workshop
Late Helladic TIIB context, 13th century B.C.
Cypro-Aegean manufacture, 14th century B,
Archaeological Museum, Thehes, Greece 203



BEYOND BABYLON

Art, Trade, and Diplomacy in the Second Millennium B-C.

Edited by Joan Aruz, Kim Benzel, and Jean M. Evans

183

AEGEAN CYLINDER SEAL AND
Mopers IMPRESSION

Agate
Height 1.8 cm (% inf; dinmeter 1 em (% in.)
Thebes, Palace Workshop
Late Helladic [TIB context, 13th century me.
Late Helladic TI-111A manufacture,
15th=14th century 8.

Archaeological Museum, Thebes, Greece 175
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