WHAT IS AVALANCHE?
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‘What is an Avalanche
Danger: Successive

An avalanche is a huge cascade of snowfalls build up
snow. There are three main types it Ly
of avalanche, wet snow, dry snow
and slab. Wet snow avalanches
usually oceur when snow starts to
melt. Dry snow avalanches happen
when lofs of dry snow piles up.
Slab avalanches are when a
massive solid chunk of icy snow
slides down a mountain.
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Slab Avalanche

‘ Types of Avalanches

Slab avalanchesoccur when a cohesive
layer of snow, very well boded and
consolidated patch of snow throughout
and entire layer, slides down the slope of
the mountain.

Slab avalanchesare also referred to as

“wind slabs” because they are formed Slab avalanches cause the most fatalities and do the most property damage.
from new snow and wind.

Parts of a slab:

*  Fracture line(crown): the upper limit on the
slope

*  Flanks: continuations of the fracture lines
down either side of the slab

+ Stauchwall: the bottom/lower limit of the
slab

* Bed surface: smooth and planer surface
upon which the avalanche slides

Bed Surtace

Stauchwall
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The two types of Slab Skier-Released, Medium-Sized, Soft Slab Avalanche
avalanches

Soft slabs form when winds are
relatively light and the snow has
relatively low density.

They break up and become more
powdery as they run downbhill. r\-[\

Can consist of dry or wet snow. v SR

Hard slabs form when winds are
relatively strong and the snow is of
higher density. They do not become
powdery, they break apart into large
blocks of snow as they descend the




