
Kinetics of Free Radical Chain Copolymerization

Radical chain polymerization is a chain reaction consisting of a sequence of 

three steps — initiation, propagation, and, termination. The initiation step 

involves two reactions. The first is the production of free radicals by homolytic 

dissociation of an initiator species I to yield a pair of radicals R*











Kinetic chain length is related to a variety of rate and concentration parameters.

It will decrease as both of initiator concentration and initiator efficiency 

increase.
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