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• The use of a specific suture pa0ern may vary 
depending on the area being sutured, 
the length of the incision, 
,the tension at the suture line, 
and the specific need for apposi:on, inversion, or eversion of the :ssues. 

• Suture pa0erns can be broadly categorized as interrupted or con:nuous. 



Commonly employed interrupted 
suture pa1erns 

• simple interrupted
• cruciate 
• figure-of-eight 
• interrupted intradermal 



Com- monly used 
con.nuous suture pa3erns 

• include simple con5nuous
• con5nuous intradermal
• Ford interlocking



• Some suture patterns, like the Lembert can be either interrupted or
continuous. 
• Typically, continuous patterns such as the Cushing , Connell and

continuous Lembert are used when inversion is desired, but an inter-
rupted pattern such as the interrupted Lembert or Halsted is 
occasionally used to invert tissue. 

• Suture patterns are also categorized in three different groups:
• appositional, 
• inverting, 
• and tension-relieving sutures. 



Apposi&onal sutures

• Are ideal when there is no excessive tension on the incision, and are
commonly used for clo- sure of skin, intes:ne, and urinary bladder.
• Wound healing will be op:mal and scar forma:on minimized with good

apposi:on of wound edges. 





Inver&ng sutures 

• are commonly used to close hollow viscera in gastric and urogenital 
surgery. Inversion decreases exposure of the suture when properly 
:ghtened and, therefore, may decrease contamina:on and adhesion for-
ma:on. 
• The Lembert suture can also be used for fascial imbrica:ons such as done 

during correc:on of patellar luxa:on and for closure of muscle stumps 
when a limb is amputated. 





Tension-relieving suture pa3erns 

• are used to decrease stress on suture lines, such as in reconstruc:ve skin 
surgery and herniorrhaphy. 
• Tension-relieving sutures are also used in :s- sues where gain of wound

strength is protracted, such as in nerves and tendons






































