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CHARACTERS

A DOLL’S HOUSE
‘TorvarLp Hrrmeg,

Nora, Zis wife.

Docror Ranx, : . ACT I

Mgs. Linpe. .
Nis KROGSTAD, . . SCENE.—A room furnished comfortably and tastefully, but
HELMER’S three young children. not extravagantly. At the back, o door to the right
- ANNE, their nurse, , , leads to the entrance hall, another to the left. leads to

A Housenmam. | HELMER’S study. Between the doors stands a piano.
_ A PORTER, ¢ In the middle of the left-hand wall is a door, and. be-
¢ y : : yord it @ window. Near the window are a round table,
; The action takes place in Hermer’s house, ; . armchairs and @ small sofa. In the right-hand woll, ot
! ¢ : the farther end, another door; and on the same side,

wearer the footlights, a stove, two easy chairs and a

rocking-chair; between the stove and the door, a small

table. Engravings on the walls; a cabinet with china

: : 5 and other small objects; a small book-case with well-
bound books. The floors are carpeted, and a fire burns
in the stove. It is winter,

J £ _ A bell rings in the hall; shortly afterwards the door is heard
to open. Enter Nowra, humming o ture and in high
spirits.  She is in oni-door dress and carvies @ number
of parcels; these she lays on the table to the right.
She leaves the outer door open after her, and through

L . # is seen a PORTER who is carrying a Christmas Tree

i : : ;. and a basket, which he gives to the Mam who has

opened the door.

2 : Nora. Hide the Christmas Tree carefully, Helen, Be
z : iy | sure the children do not see it till this evening, when it
. . 3
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4 A DOLL’S HOUSE

is dressed. (To the PorTER, taking out her purse.) How
much?

Porter. Sixpence, :

" Nora. There is a shilling. No, keep the change. (The
PorTER thanks her, and goes oui. Nora shuts the door.
She is laughing to herself, as she takes off ker hat and coat.
She takes ¢ packet of macaroons from her pocket and eats
one or two; then goes cautiously to her husband’s door and
listens.) Ves, he is in. ] '

[Still humming, she goes to the table on the right.

Helmer (calls out from his voom). Is that my little lark
twittering out there?

Nora (busy opening some of the parcels). Ves, it isl

Helmer. Is it my little squirrel bustling about?

Nora. Vesl

Helmer, ' When did my squirrel come home?

Nora. Just now. ' (Puts the bag of macaroons into her
pocket and wipes her mouth.) Come in here, Torvald, and
see what I have bought.

Helmer.. Don't disturb me. (A little later, he opens the
door and looks into the room, pen in kand.) Bought, did
you say? All these things? Has my little spendthrift been
wasting money again?

Nora. ¥es, but, Torvald, this year we really can let our-
selves go a little. This is the first Christmas that we have
not needed to economise, & .

Helmer. Still, you know, we can’t spend money reck-
Tessly.

Nora. Yes, Torvald, we may be a wee bit more reckless
now, mayn’t we? Just a tiny wee bit! You are going to
have a big salary and earn lots and lots of money. .

Helmer, Yes, after the New Year; but then it will be a
whole quarter before the salary is due.

Nora. Pooh! we can borrow till then.

Helmer.. Nora! (Goes up to her and iakes her playfilly
hy the ear.) The same little featherhead! Suppose, now,

¥
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that I borrowed fifty pounds to-day, and you spent it all
in the Christmas week, and then on New Year’s Eve a
slate fell on my head and killed me, and—— >
Nora (putting her hands over his mouth). Ohl don’t
say such horrid things.
Helmer. Still, suppose that happened,—what then?
Nora. If that were to happen, I don’t suppose 1 should
care whether I owed money or not.
"Helmer. Yes, but what about the people who had lent it?
Nore. 'They? Who would bother about them? I

should not know who they were.

Helmer. That is like a woman! But seriously, Nora,

. you know what I think about that. No debt, no borrowing.

There can be no freedom or beauty about a home life that
depends on borrowing and debt, We two have kept bravely
on the straight road so far, and we will go on the same way
for the shorf time longer that there need be any struggle.
Nora (moving towards the stove). As you please, Tor-

‘vald.

Helmer (following her). Come, come, my little skylark

must not droop her wings. What is thisl Is my little
:squirrel out of temper? (Taking out his purse.) Nora,
‘what de you think I have got here?

Nora (turning round quickly). Money! .

Helmer. There'you are. (Gives her some money.) Do
you think I don’t know what a lot is wanted for house-
keeping at Christmas-time?

Nora (counting). Ten shillings—a pound—two pounds!
Thank you, thank you, Torvald; that will keep me -going
for a long-time.

Helmer. Indeed it must,

Nora. VYes, yes, it will. But come here and let me show
you ‘what I have bought. And all so cheap! Look, here

_is a new suit for Ivar, and a sword; and a horse and a

trumpet for Bob; and a doll and dolly’s bedstead for Emmy,
—they are very plain, but anyway she will soon break them
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' 1o A DOLL’S HOUSE

Mprs. Linde. 1 arrived by steamer-this morning.

Nora. To have some fun at Christmas-time, of course.
How -delightfull We will havé such fun together] But
take off your things. Vou arc not cold, I hope. (Helps
her.) Now we will sit down by the stove, and be cosy.
No, take this arm-chair; I will sit here in the rocking-chair.
{Takes her hands.) Now you look like your old self again;
it was only the first moment—— You are a little paler,
Christine, and perhaps a little thinner.

Mrs. Linde. And much, much older, Nora.

Nora. Perhaps ¢ little older; very, very little; certainly

not much. (Stops suddenly as& speaks seriously.) What
" a thoughtless creature I am, chattering away like this. My
poor, dear Christine, do forgive me.

Mpys. Linde. What do you mean, Nora?.

Nora (gently). Poor Christine, you are a widow.

Mrs. Linde. Yes; it is three years ago now.

‘Nora. Yes, 1 wamﬂ I saw it in the papers. 1 assure
you, Christine, L Eomm» ever so often to write to you at the
time, but I always put it off and something always pre-
vented me. )

Mrs. Linde. 1-quite understand, dear.

Nora. It was very bad of me, Christine. Poor thing,
how you must have suffered. And he left you nothing?

Mrs, Linde. No.

Nora. And no children?

Mrs. Linde. No. :

Nora. Nothing at all, then? - 4

Mys. Linde. Not even any sorrow or grief to live upon.

Nora (looking incredulously at her). But, Christine, is
that possible?

Mys. Linde (smiles sadly and strokes her hair). Tt some-

times happens, Nora.

Nora. So you are quite alone. How dreadfully sad that
must be. I have three lovely children. You can’t see them
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just now, for they are out with their nurse.” But now you
must tell me all about it.

Mys. Linde. No, no; I want to hear you.

Nora. No, you must begin. I mustn’t be selfish to-day;
to-day I must only think of your affairs. But there is one
thing I must tell you. Do you know we have just-had a -

‘great piece of good luck?

Mrs. Linde. No, what is it?

Nora. Just fancy, my husband has been made manager
of the Bank!

Mrys. Linde. Your husband? What good luck!

Nora. Yes, tremendous! A barrister’s profession is such
an uncertain thing, especially if he won’t undertake un-
savoury cases; and naturally Torvald has never been willing
to'do that, and I quite agree with him. You may imagine
how pleased we are! He is to take up his work in the Bank
at the New Year, and then he will have a big salary and lots
of commissions. For the future we can live quite differently
—we can do just as we like, T feel so relieved and so happy,
Christine! It will be splendid to have heaps of money and
not need to have any anxiety, won'’t it?

Mys. Linde.” Yes, anyhow I think it would be n._wrmwz&
to have what one needs.

Nora. WNo; not only é_._mn one needs, but heaps and heaps
of money.

Mrs. Linde (smiling). Nora, Nora, haven't you learnt
sense yet? In our schooldays you were a great spendthrift.

Nora (laughing). Yes, that is what Torvald says DOW.
(Wags her finger af her.) But “Nora, Nora” is not so
silly as you think. We have not been in a position for me
to waste money. We have both had to work,

Mrs, Linde. You too?

Nora, ~ Yes; odds and ends, needlework, n_..ongm.sénw
embroidery, and that kind of m#mm (Dropping her voice. b
And other %57 as well.  You know Torvald left his office
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14 A DOLL’S HOUSE

Nora. But, Christine, that is so frightfully tiring, and
you look tired out now. You had far better go away to
some watering-place.

Mrs. Linde (walking to the window). 1 have no father
to give me money for a journey, Nora.

Nora (rising). Oh, don’t be angry with me.

Mrs. Linde (going up to her). 1t is you that must not
be angry with me, dear. The worst of a position like mine
is that it makes one so bitter. No one to work for, and yet
obliged to be always on the look-out for chances. One
must live, and so one becomes selfish, When you told me
of the happy turn your fortunes have taken—you will hardly
believe it—I was delighted not so much on your accouni as
on my own.

Nore. How do you mean?—Oh, I understand. VYou
mean that perhaps Torvald could get you something to do.

Mps. Linde. VYes, that was what I was thinking of,

Nora. He must, Christine. Just leave it to me; I will .

broach the subject very cleverly—I will think of something
that will please him very much. It will make me so happy
to be of some use to you.

Mrs. Linde. How kind you are, Nora, to be so anxious
to help mel Tt is doubly kind in you, for you know so little
of the burdens and troubles of life.

Nora. T——? I know so little' of them? )

Mrs. Linde (smiling). My dear! Small household cares
and that sort of thingl—VYou are a child, Nora. '

Nora (tosses her head and erosses the stage). You ought
not to be so superior,

Mrs. Linde. No?

Nora. You are just like the others. They all think that
I am incapable of anything really serious——
Mrs. Linde. Come, come——

Nora. —that T have gone through nothing in’ this world

of cares.
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Mys. Linde. But, my dear Nora, you have just told me
all your troubles. ) )

Nora. Pooh!—those were trifles, (Lowering her voice.)
I have not told you the important thing.

Mrs. Linde. The important thing? What do you mean?

Nora. You look down upon me altogether, Christine—
but you ought not to. You are proud, aren’t you, of having
worked so hard and so long for your mother?

Mprs. Linde. Tndeed, I don’t look down on any one. But
it is true that I am both proud and glad to think that I was
privileged to make the end of my mother’s life almost free
from care. - L

Nora. And you are proud to think of what you have
done for your brothers. L

Mrs. Linde. 1 think T have the right to be. )

Nora. I think so, too. But now, listen to this; I too
have something to be proud and.glad of.

Mrs. Linde. 1 have no doubt you have. But what do
you refer to? _

Nora. Speak low. Suppose Torvald were to hear! He
mustn’t on any account—no one in the world must know,
Christine, except you. A

Mrs. Linde. But what is it?. .

Nora. Come here. (Pulls her down on the sofa beside
ker.) Now I will show you that I too have 8509#& to
be proud and glad of. It was I who saved Torvald’s life.

Mrs. Linde. “Saved”? How? .

Nora. 1 told youabout our trip to Italy. Torvald .&dz_a
never have recovered if he had not gone there——

Mprs. Linde. Yes, but your father gave you the necessary

funds. .

Nora (smiling). Yes, that is what Torvald and all the
others think, but-——-

Mrs. Linde. But—— .

Nora. Papa didn’t give us a shilling. It was I who pro»
cured the money.
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18 A DOLL'S HOUSE .

I can tell you, too, that this affair has caused me a Jot of
worry. It has been by no means easy for me to meet my
engagements punctually. 1 may tell you that there is some-
thing that is called, in business, quarterly interest, and an-
other thing called payment in instalments, and it is always so
dreadfully difficult to manage them. T have had to save a
tittle here and there, where I could, you understand. 1 have
not been able to put aside much from my housekeeping
money, for Torvald must have a good table. I couldn’t let
my children be shabbily" dressed; I have felt obliged to use
up all he gave me for them, the sweet little darlings!

Mys: Linde. So it has all had to come out of your own

necessaries of life, poor Nora? -

“Nors. Of course. Besides, I was the one responsible for
it. Whenever Torvald has given me money for new dresses

‘and such things, I have never spent more than half of it; I

have always bought the simplest and cheapest things.
Thank Heaven, any clothes look well on me, and so Torvald
has never noticed it. But it was often very' hard on me,
Christine—because it is delightful to be really well dressed,
isn’t it? \

Mys. Linde. Quite so. )

Nora. Well, then I have found other ways of earning
money. Last winter 1 was lucky enough to get a ot of
copying to do; so 1 locked myself up and sat writing every
evening until quite late at night. Many a time I was des-
perately tired; but all the same it was a tremendous pleasure
to sit there working and earning money. It was like being a
man. .

Mrs. Linde. How much have you been able to pay off in
that way? :

Nora. I can’t tell you exactly. Vou see, it is very diffi~
cult to keep an account of a business matter of that kind.
T only know that I have paid every penny that I could scrape
together. Many a time I was at my wits’ end. (Smiles.)

A DOLL’S HOUSE 19

Then T used to sit here and imagine that a rich old gentle-
man had fallen in love with me——

Mys, Linde. What! Who was it? :

Nora. Be quiet!—that he had died; and that when his
will was opened it contained, written in big letters, the in-
struction: “The lovely Mrs, Nora Helmer is to have all T
possess paid over to her at once in cash.”

Mrs. Linde. . But, my dear Nora+~who could the man be?

Nore. Good gracious, can’t you inderstand? There was
no o.E gentleman at all; it was only something that T used
-to sit here and imagine, when I couldn’t think of any way
of procuring money. But it’s all the same now; the tire-
some old person can stay where he is, as far as I am con-
cerned; I don’t care about him or his will either, for I am
free from care now. (Jumps up.) My goodness, it’s de-
lightful to think of, Christine! Free from carel To be
able to be free from care, quite free from care; fo be able
to play and romp with the children; to be able to keep the
woﬁm beautifully and have everything just as Torvald likes’
it! And, think of it, soon the spring will come and the big
blue sky! Perhaps we shall be able to take a‘little trip—

_perhaps I shall see the sea again! - Oh, it’s a wonderful

Mﬂﬁm to be alive and be happy. (4 bell is heard in the

Mrs. Linde (rising). There is the bell; perhaps I had
hetter go.
Nora. No, don’t.go; no one will come in here; it is sure
to be for Torvald.
Servent (at the hall door). Excuse me, ma’am—there is
w. gentleman to see the master, and as'the doctor is with
im—
Nora. Who is it?
Krogsted (at the door). It is I, Mrs, Helmer. (Mzs.
LiNpe starts, trémbles, and turns to the window.)
Nora (takes g step towards him, and speaks in a sivained,
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22 - A DOLL'S HOUSE

Norg. 1 didn't know this—what’s his name—XKrogstad
had anything to do with the Bank.

Rawnk. Yes, he has some sort of appointment there, (To
Mzs. Lmipe.) I don’t know whether you find also in your
part of the world that there are certain people who go zeal-
ously snuffing about to smell out moral corruption, and, as
soon as they have found some, put the person concerned into
some lucrative position where they can keep their eye on
him. Healthy natures are left out in the cold.

Mis. Linde. Still T think the sick are those who most
need taking care of.

Rank (shrugging his shoulders). Yes, there you are.
That is the sentiment that is turning Society into a sick-
house.

[Nora, who kas been absorbed in her thoughts,
breaks out into smothered laughter and claps her
hands, .

Rank. Why do you laugh at that? Have you any no-
tion what Society really is?

Nora. What do I care about tiresome Society? I am
laughing at something quite different, something extremely
amusing. Tell me, Doctor Rank, are all the people who are
employed in the Bank dependent on Torvald now?

Rank. Is that what you find so extremely amusing?

Nora (smiling and humming). That's my affair!
(Walking about the room.) It’s perfectly glorious to think
that we have—that Torvald has so much power over so
many people. (Takes the packet from her pocket.) Doc-
tor Rank, what do you say to a macaroon?

Rank. What, macaroons? 1 thought they were forbid-
den here.

Nora. Yes, but these are some Christine gave me.

Mrs, Linde. What! Ip— ;

Nora. Oh, well, don’t be alarmed! You couldn’t know'

that Torvald had forbidden them. T must tell you that he
" is afraid they will spoil my teeth. But, bahl—once in 2
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way—— That’s so, isn’t it, Doctor Rank? By your
leave? (Puts a macaroon into his mouth.) You must have
one too, Christine. And I shall have one, just a little one—
or at most two. (Walking about.) 1 am tremendously
happy. There is just one thing in the world now that I
should dearly love to do.

Rank. Well, what is that?

Nara. It’s something I should dearly love to say, if Tor-
vald could hear me. _

Rank. Well, why can’t you say it?

Nora. No, I daren’t; it’s so shocking.

Mrs, Linde. Shocking?

Rank. Well, I should not advise you to say it. Still,
with us you might. What is it you would so much like to
say if Torvald could hear you?

Nora. 1 should just love to say—Well, I’'m damned!

Rank. Are you mad?

Mrs. Linde. Nora, dear——I

Rank. Say it, here he is!

Nora (kiding the packet). Hush! Hushl Hush!

[HELMER comes out of his room, with his coat over
kis arm and kis hat in his hand.

Nora. Well, Torvald dear, have you got rid of him?

Helmer. Yes, he has just gone. !

Nora. Let me introduce you—this is Christine, who has
come to town.

Helmer, Christine——? Excuse me, but I don’t know

Nore. Mazs. Linde, dear; Christine Linde.

Helmer. Of course. A school friend of my wife’s, I
presume? '

Mrs. Linde, Yes, we have known each other since then.

Nore. And just think, she has taken a long journey in
order to see you.

Helmer. What do you mean?

Mys. Linde. No, really, I——
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26 A DOLL'S HOUSE
Nore. Reallyl Did a big dog run after you? But it

_didn’t bite you? No, dogs don’t bite nice little dolly chil-

dren. Vou mustn’t look at the parcels, Ivar. What are
they? = Ah, I daresay you would like to know. No, no—
it’s something nasty! Come, let us have a game! What
shall we play at? Hide and Seek? Ves, we'll play Hide
and Seek. Bob shall hide first. Must I hide? Very well,
I’ll hide first, :

[Ske end the children laugh and shout, and romp
in and out of the room; at last Nora hides under
the table, the children rush in and look for her,
but do not see ker; they hear her smothered
laughter, run to the table, lift up the cloth and
find her. Shouts of laughter. She crawls for-
ward and pretends to frighten them. Fresh
laughter. Meamwhile there has been a knock ai
the hall door, but nome of them has noticed it.
The door is half opened, and KROGSTAD appears.
He waits a little; the game goes on.

Krogstad. Excuse me, Mr. Helmer.

Nora (with a stified cry, turns vound and gets up on to
her knees). Ah! what do you want?

Krogstad. Excuse me, the outer door was ajar; I sup-
pose someone forgot to shut it.

Nora (rising). My husband is out, Mr. Krogstad.

Krogstad. 1 know that.
- Nora. What do you want here, then?

Krogstad. A word with you.

Nora. With me?— (to the children, gently.) Go in

lo nurse, What? No, the strange man won’t do mother
any harm. When he has gone we will have another game,
(Ske takes the children into the room on the left, and shuts
the door after them.) You want to speak to me?

Krogstad, Yes, I do,

Nora. To-day? It is not the first of *he month yet.

A DOLL'S HOUSE 2y

Krogsted. No, it is Christmas Eve, and it will depend on
yourself what sort of a Christmas you will spend. .

Nora. What do you want? To-day it is absolutely im-
possible for me——

Krogstad. We won’t talk about that.till later on. This
is something different. I presume you can give me a mo-
ment?

Nora. Yes—yes, I can~although—— .

Krogstad. Good. I was in Olsen’s Restaurant and saw
your husband going down the street——

Nora. Yes?

Krogstad. With a lady.

Nora. What then?

Krogstad. May T make so bold as to ask if it was a Mrs.
Linde?

Nora. It was.

Krogsiad. Just arrived in town?

Nora. Ves, to-day.

Krogstad. She is a great friend of yours, isn’t she?

Nora. She is. But I don’t see——

Krogstad. 1 knew her too, once upon a time.

Nore. T am aware of that,

Krogstad. Are you? So you know all about it; I
thought as much. Then I can ask you, without beating
about the bush--is Mrs. Linde to have an appointment in
the Bank? ’

Nora. What right have you to question me, Mr. Krog-
stad?—~You, one of my husband’s subordinates! But since
you ask, you shall know. Ves, Mrs. Linde és to have an ap-
pointment. And it was I who pleaded her cause, Mr. Krog-
stad, let me tell yon that.

Erogstad, 1 was right in what I thought, then.

Nora (walking up and down the stage). Sometimes one
has a tiny little bit of influence, I should hope. Because one
is a woman, it does not necessarily follow that——. When
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30 A DOLL’S HOUSE

Krogstad. 1 asked you if it was only a disagreeable scene
at home that you were afraid of?

Nora. If my husband does get to know of it, of course he
will at once pay you what is still owing, and we shall have
nothing more to do with you.

Krogstad (coming a step nearer). Listen to me, Mrs.
Helmer. Either you have a very bad memory or you know
very little of business. T shall be obliged to remind you of
a few details. ;

Nora. What do you mean?

Krogstad. When your husband was ill, you came to me -

to borrow two hundred and fifty pounds.
Nora. 1 didn’t know any one else to go to.
Krogstad. 1 promised to get yon that amount——
Nora. Ves, and you did so. _

Krogstad. 1 promised to get you that amount, on certain

conditions. Your mind was so taken up with your hus-
band’s illness, and you were so anxious to get the money for
your journey, that you seem to have paid no attention to the
conditions of our bargain. Therefore it will not be amiss if
I remind you of them. Now, I promised to get the money
on the security of a bond which I drew up.

Nore. Yes, and which I signed.

Krogstad. Good. But below your signature there were
a few lines constituting your father a surety for the money;
those lines your father should have signed.

Nora. Should? He did sign them.

Krogsted. T had left the date blank; that is to say your
father should himself have inserted the date on which he
signed the paper. Do you remember that?

Nora. Yes, I think I remember-

Krogstad. Then I gave you the bond to send by post to
your father. Is that not so?

Nora, Yes.

Krogstad. And you naturally did so at once, because five

A DOLL’'S HOUSE 3

or six days afterwards you brought me the bond with your
father’s signature. And then I gave you the money.

Nora. Well, haven’t T been paying it off regularly?

Krogstad. TFairly so, yes. But—to come back to the
matter in hand—that must have been a very trying time for
you, Mrs, Helmer?

Nora. 1t was, indeed.

Krogstad. Your father was very ill, wasn’t he?

Nora. He was very near his end,

Krogstad. And died soon afterwards?

Nora. VYes. . ;

Krogstad. Tell me, Mrs. Helmer, can you by any chance

remember what day your father died?P—on what day of the

month, I mean. )

Nora. Papa died on the zgth of September.

Krogstad. That is correct; I have ascertained it for my-
self. And, as that is so, there is a discrepancy (Yaking a
paper from his pocket) which T cannot account for.

Nora. What discrepancy? I don’t know-—w—

Krogstad. The discrepancy consists, Mrs. Helmer, in the
fact that your father signed this bond three days after his
death.

Nora. What do you mean? I don’t understand——

Krogstad. Your father died on the 29th of September.
But, look here; your father has dated his signature the 2nd
of October. It is a discrepancy, isn’t it?  (Nora is silent.)

_ Can you explain it to me? (Nowa is still silent.) Tt is

a remarkable thing, too, that the words “zmnd of Octo-
ber,” as well as the year, are not written in your father’s
handwriting but in one that I think T know. Well, of course
it can be explained; your father may have forgotten to date
his signature, and someone else may have dated it haphazard
before they knew of his death. There is no harm in that.
It all depends on the signature of the name; and tkat is
genuine, I suppose, Mrs. Helmer? It was your father him-
self who signed his name here?

TSCSSe St titstnssnasnt
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24 A DOLL’S HOUSE

‘Nora. No, thank you. I have all I want. {Exit Map.
Nora (begins dressing the tree). A candle here—-and
fiowers here——. ‘The hotrible man! It’s all nonsense—
there’s nothing wrong. The Tree shall be splendid! I will
do everything.T can think of to please you, Torvald!~—T will
sing for you, dance for you—(HELMER comes in with.some
papers under his arm.) Ohl are you back already?

Helmer. Yes. Has anyone been here?

Nora. Here?r No.

Helmer. That is strange. 1 saw Krogstad going out of
the gate.

Nora. Did you? Oh yes, I forgot, Krogstad was here
for a moment. :

Helmer. Nora, I can see from your manner that he has
been here begging you to say a good word for him.

Nore. Yes. ;

Helmer. And you were to appear to do it of your own
accord; you were to conceal from me the fact of his having
been here; didn’t he beg that of you too?

Nora. Yes, Torvald, but—

Helmer. Nora, Nora, and you would be a party to that
sort of thing? To have any talk with a man like that, and
give him any sort of promise? And to tell me a lie into the
bargain?

Nora. A lie——?

Helmer. Didn’t you tell me no one had been here?
(Shakes his finger at her.) My little song-bird must never
do that again. A song-bird must have a clean beak to chirp
with—no false notes! (Puts kis arm gound her waist.)
That is so, isn’t it? Ves, I am sure it is. (Lets her go.)
We will say no more about it. (Sits down by the stove. )
How warm and snug it is here!

[Turns over his papers.

Nora (efter a short pause, during whick she busies herself
with the Christmas Tree). Torvald!

Helmer. Yes. .

A DOLL’S HOUSE 35

Nora. I am looking forward tremendously to the fancy
dress ball at the Stenborgs’ the day after to-morrow.

Helmer. And I am tremendously curious to see what you
are going to surprise me with,

Nora. Tt was very silly of me to want to do that.

Helmer. What do you mean?

Nora. I can’t hit upon anything that will do; everything
T think of seems so silly and insignificant.

Helmer., Does my little Nora acknowledge that at last?

Nora (standing behind his chair with her arms on the bach
of it). Are you very busy, Torvald?

Helmer. Well—

Nora. What are all those papers?

Helmer. Bank business.

Nora. Already?

Helmer. 1 have got authority from the retiring manager

‘0 undertake the necessary changes in the staff and in the

rearrangement of the work; and I must make use of the
Christmas week for that, so as to have everything in ordet
for the new year.

Nore. Then that was why this poor Krogstad—-—

Helmer. Hml

Nora (leans against the back of his chair and strokes his
Jhair). If you hadn’t been so busy I should have asked you
a tremendously big favour, Torvald.

Helmer. What is that? Tell me.

Nora. There is no one has such good taste as you. And
T do so want to look nice at the fancy-dress ball. Torvald,
couldn’t you take me in hand and decide what I shall go as,
and what sort of a dress I shall wear?

Helmer. Ahal so my obstinate little woman is obliged to
get someone to come to her rescue? :
Nora. Yes, Torvald, I can't get along a bit without your
help. .

Helmer. Very well, I will think it over, we shall manage
to hit upon something, _




anty aq Arqssod jues 31 enas jou S ("pvoy
43y $25501 2ys uayy ‘asmod jeoys y) ¢owoy Auwr wosrog
JUBIPIIYD oY Awt oavido(y ‘(404a7 ypm apd) Do
wo0p 2yp SiHyS) WR U ‘Tom A19p  asenpg
PUUY ‘WO yim Aels nox
{JW 01 Ur SwWod wWeY) IO JMOT  jou ‘ou ‘ONL  DOpT
"BUIWIBUL 0] Ul 90D 0]

pamo[[e 3q 0} prey os Suld¥aq a1e S9UO AN AL, ‘asampT

"#fa1 243 no 400p sy7 suado aSAON 9]
: ‘a1qrssoduut aq jsnur 31 fepqussodur s3I
o} JUST J—ou ‘ON  “(s4adsiym ‘asnnd v sapfn) vaop
©CHE
4310 400D Y7 Sgnys puv woos Sy ogur 308 M&mu
i Parq-Surduis aparr snoaad
AW ("pvoy 42y uo puvy swy siug) 9Ll 23 wo dn Suey
03 saded pio3 ur Apeas Supyyewos vary Avur I sqssod snf s
M pay 003 ‘sumisod nod jnoqe suryl JSnw 1 puz Lreuup
910J3q 3594} JO JWOS Y3NOIY} PEAI pue A1} ISnW T pue ‘sox
(4ops0 wp seadod sy Swsynd puv dn Jusyzed ) aamags pr
"Op 03 J0[ ® {onS ARy
I Pu® 9337 UE ST J[ 104 MOF] *(294] SouISIaY ) ayg fo apis
2q1s0¢40 9y 07 $203 puv spy fo gno puvy 4oy $2yD7) DLON
*ordoad yons jo Lued
"U0D omy up W T uey [[i AqjeorsAyd esy Ajjessny 1 fwuy
A 104 03 duw Jog dpqussodu 931nb aq pmos It nok ansse
I "POpIes SJey} ‘Mou a@yJ, "puey InoA dur 9Ar) STy}
St jeym ‘owiod ‘wiop) )1 w0 puey Mok ow SAI5)  asneD
sty pesfd 03 jou sur ssrwoad SN BION [ Jeems A Aym
STARUL (oY o7 spuvy spy qno spiopr) Isyomreyd [B10t
{18 350] sey 3y Aes T Aym st jeip ‘UONBINWISSIP PUE S| Y3im
UIp[IYD uso spy Jumuestod Apussisied useq sey ‘mou ‘puis
~B013] SIYY, "30BJ S WiIA Teyruue) ST IoAmel. £19A7  *jqusax

133 HSNOH STTI0C V

e

SWIES A} 3ARY PINOM S, I3UJE] PB( ® A[fean)eu qSnoy) ‘eousny
-Ul 5 JOTJ0W 93 2 0} AJUOLIWOD JSOW SWISAS I 40wk IT
JWIou-—AES L[U0 NOL O0p AYM DOy

"IOYIOUL [NI31809P ® pRY SBY 9J1[ Ur AJiEa prq

3y} 03 203 sey oYM U0AIAAR ISOW[Y “IAME[ B SB 9J1] Aur
JO 9SIN0D Y} UL IT USIS UIYJO DALY T “xeop A ‘somujagy
B JO 2an8 NOK a1y (mry 404051 Sun0d) D40\

'[142 JO SULI9S 3Y} JO [[N] ST ISNOY B LINS UJ 9YBY

URIPIIYD 3y} Ylealq YorF ‘SWOY B JO 9JI S[oyM ay) suosiod
PUE §3097ul Sa1] JO 919ydSOWII® UB YONS SSNBISY 4o [
: MORL a0

"BION ‘“Ire 31 jo aed 9[quuie) sour 9yl ST eI

~—USIPIIYD 91} JMOqe pay ‘USIPIIYD PUB SJLM UMO SIY 310]

-0 U9A? ‘Wi 03 Jesp PUE JEAU 3S0YY Jo eoussad oYy Ul ysew

B 1B9M 0] SBY Y MOY ‘Bu0A1a4e qia 9uwodAy aqs Avid pue
9l 03 svY Jeqy oxfi| uewr L3 v Moy Uy ISnf  semgery
. PO 11 Uiyl nok op g B0

"19qjeBoje 1epun suod

SBY 9y Aym s 18} pue PRI Suluund € £q 31 Jo Ino Jpesuuy
303 9y 1330S Je jO Bupou pIp pessSory INg LomR
I UOWYSIUNG D40 N

JuauIgst -

-und sI U9¥e} PuE }[NeJ S pessejuod Ajuedo sey oy It ‘19108
=182 SIY 9AALIIR1 O] I U SLy UBW © AUBY 4wgafy
{P[ealn], ‘noL pinom 4 Up[nosM NOK ON Do N

‘pury 1eq3 jo dois osyey o[8uls B JO asnwd

-3q 197}eBoj[e UBWI B UWAPUD 0] SE SS[1IBAY 05 J0U wWie I
-ouapnaduny £q ‘sesed AuBw os wr se ‘10 {sax sewyap

d4&3155900U
Aq 31 Op 0] usAMp sem oY JBU3 Iqissod 1 JUST DION

JSUBIUL JBY] 1BYM BIPI
Aue noA oARE] owreu SQUOSWOS DABIO) SR Loyl

¢J0 £m3 sem peisSoryy sryy

1eq3 peq Area Burgiewos A[feed 31 sem. ‘ow 0] ‘g

YOO[ siamop poa 9yl Ayead mopy (esmod pioys Foo9e4f
SDULISIaY ) SHff 0f $905)) NOL JO 9ITU §2 VYL, CTLONT

ASNOH S 17100 V g€




ACT II

“HE SAME SCENE.—The Christmas Tree is in the corner by

" the piano, stripped of its ornaments and with burnt-

down candle-ends on its dishevelled brenches. Z.ow» S

. cloak and hat are lying on the sofa. She is alone in the

voom, walking about uneasily. She stops by the sofa
and takes up her cloak.

Nora (drops the cloak). Someone E coming now!
(Goes to the door and listens.) No—it is no one. Of
course, no one will come to-day, Christmas Day-—nor to-
morrow either. But, perhaps—(opens “wm.&gﬁ.n:m looks
out). No, nothing in the letter-box; it is quite _QBE%.
(Comes forward,) What rubbish! of course he can ﬂ.w@. in
earnest about it. Such a thing couldn’t happen; it is im-
possible—I have three little children. _

[Enter the NURSE from the room on the left, carry-
ing a big cardboard box.

Nusrse. At last T have found the box with the fancy dress.

Nore. Thanks; put it on the table.

Nurse (doing so). But it is very much in want of mend-
EW.?E. 1 should like to tear it into a hundred thousand
E%MW.&. What an idea! It can easily be put in order—
just a little patience. E

Nora. Ves, I will go and get Mrs. Linde to come and

help me with it.

Nurse. What, out again? In this horrible weather?
You will catch cold, ma’am, and make yourself ill.
38

v

i

A DOLL'S HOUSE 19

Nora. Well, worse than that might happen. How are
‘the children?

Nurse. The poor little souls are playing with their
Christmas presents, but. |

Nora. Do they ask much for me?

Nurse. You see, they are so accustomed to have their)
mamma, with them. e b 1

Nora. Yes, but, nurse, I shall not be able to be so much |
with them now as I was before.

Nurse. Oh well, young children easily get accustomed to
anything, _

Nora. Do you think so? Do you think they would for-
get their mother if she went away altogether?

Nurse. Good heavens|—went away altogether?

Nora. Nurse, I want you to tell me something I have
often wondered about—how could you have the heart to put
your own child out among strangers?

Nurse. 1 was obliged to, if I wanted to be little Nora’s
nurse.

Nora. Ves, but how could you be willing to do it?

Nurse. What, when I was going to get such a good place
by it? A poor girl who has got into vrouble should be glad
to. Besides, that wicked man didn’t do a single thing for
me.

Nore. But I suppose your daughter has quite forgotten
you.

Nurse. No, indeed she hasn’t. She wrote to me when
she was confirmed, and when she was married.

Nora (putting her arms round her neck). Dear old
Anne, you were a good mother to me when I was little.

Nurse. Little Nora, poor dear, had no other mother but
me.

Nora. And if my little ones had no other mother, I am
sure you would—— What nonsense I am talking! (Opens
the box.) Go in to them. Now I must You will
see to-morrow how charming I shall look..
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Nurse. 1 am sure there will be no one at the ball so
charming as you, ma'am.
[Goes into the room on the left.
Nora (begins to unpack the box, but soon pushes it away
from her)., If only 1 dared go out. If only no one would
come. If only I could be sure nothing would happen here
in the meantime. Stuff and nonsense! No one will come.
Only T mustn’t think about it. I will brush my muff.
What lovely, lovely gloves! Out of my thoughts, out of my

thoughts! One, two, three, four, five, sixk— ( Screams.)

Ah! there is someone comin ;
[Makes a movement towards the door, but stands
irvesolute.
[Enter Mrs. LINDE from the hall, where she has
taken off her cloak and hat.

Nore. Oh, it’s you, Christine. There is no one else out
there, is there? How good of you to come!

Mys. Linde. I heard you were up asking for me.

Nora. Yes, 1 was passing by. Asa matter of fact, it is
tomething you could help me with, Let us sit down here
on the sofa. Look here. To-morrow evening there is to be
a fancy-dress ball at the Stenborgs’, who live above us; and
Torvald wants me to go as a Neapolitan fisher-girl, and
dance the Tarantella that T learnt at Capri.

Mys. Linde. 1 see; you are going to keep up the charac-
ter.

Nora. Ves, Torvald wants me to. Look, here is the
dress; Torvald had it made for me there, but now it is all
50 torn, and I haven’t any idea—

Mrs. Linde. We will easily put that right. It is only
some of the trimming come unsewn here and there, Needle
and thread? Now then, that’s all we want.

Nora. Itis nice of you.

Mrs. Linde (sewing). So you are going to be dressed up
to-morrow, Nora. I will tell you what—TI shall come in for
a moment and see you in your fine feathers. But I have

T
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completely forgotten to thank you for a delightful evening
yesterday. .

Nora (gets up, and crosses the stage ). Well T don't think
yesterday was as pleasant as usual. You ought to have
come to town a little earlier, Christine. Certainly Torvald
does understand how to make a house dainty and attractive.

Mys. Linde. And so do you, it seems to me; you are nof
your father’s daughter for pothing. But tell me, is Doctor
Rank always as depressed as he was yesterday?

Nora. No; yesterday it was very noticeable. I must
tell you that he suffers from a very dangerous disease. He
has consumption of the spine, poor creature. His father
was a horrible man who committed all sorts of excesses; and
that is why his son was sickly from childhood, do you under-
stand?.

Mpys. Linde (dropping her sewing). But, my dearest
Nora, how do you know anything about such things?

mduwa (walking about). Pooh! When you have three
children, you get visits now and then from—irom married
women, who know something of medical matters, and they
talk about one thing and another.

Mrs. Linde (goes on sewing. A short silence). Does
Doctor Rank come here every day?

Nore. Every day regularly. He is Torvald’s most inti-
mate friend, and a great friend of mine too. He is just like
one of the family,

Mrs. Linde. But tell me this—is he perfectly sincere?
T mean, isn’t he the kind of man that is very anxious to make
himself agreeable?

Nora. Notin the least. What makes you think that?

Mps. Linde. When you introduced him to me yesterday,
he declared he had often heard my name mentioned in this

house; but afterwards I noticed that your husband hadn’t

the mw.mﬁom» idea who I was. So how could Doctor Rank

Nora. 'That is quite right, Christine. Torvald is so ab-
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surdly fond of me that he wants me absolutely to himself,
as he says. At first he used to seem almost jealous if I men-
tioned any of the dear folk at home, so naturally T gave up
doing so. But I often talk about such things with Doctor
Rank, because he likes hearing about them. .

Mrs. Linde. Listen to me, Nora. You are still very like
a child in many things, and I am older than you in many
ways and have a little more experience. Let me tell you

this—you ought to make an end of it with Doctor Rank.

Nora. What ought I to make an end of?

Mys. Linde. Of two things, I think. Vesterday you
talked some nonsense about a rich admirer who was to leave
you meney—— :

Nore. An admirer who doesn’t exist, unfortunately!

" But what then? -

Mrs. Linde. Is Doctor Rank a man of means?

Nora. Yes, he is.

Mrs. Linde. And has no one to provide for?

Nora. No, no one; but—

Mrs. Linde. And comes here every day?

Nora. Yes, I told you so. :

Mpys. Linde. But how can this well-bred man be so tact-
less?

Nora. I don’t understand you at all.

Mys. Linde. Don't prevaricate, Nora. Do you suppose
I don’t guess who lent you the two hundred and fifty
pounds? :

Nora. Are you out of your senses? How can you think
of such a thing! A friend of ours, who comes bere every
day! Do you realise what a horribly painful position that
would be?

Mrs. Linde. Then it really isn’t he?

Nora.  No, certainly not. It would never have entered
into my head for a moment. Besides, he’had no money to
Jend then; he came into his money afterwards.
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Mys, Linde. Well, I think that w.
ok o A as lucky for you, my

Nora. No, it would never have come into my h

ead to ask
Doctor Rank. Although I am quit bt 4
Torky ek gh quite sure that if I had

Mrs., Linde. But of course you won’t.

Eﬁ‘w. _.UMM course not. I have no reason to think it could
possibly be necessary. But I am quite that i
fash . o Tt A q sure t if I told

w%ﬁ. hmmum. Behind your hushand’s back?

ora. must make an end of it with the other one, and
Nﬁw Ma be behind his back too. I must make an end of it
with him.

vzw\h&. Linde. Yes, that is what I told you yesterday,
Nora (walking up and down). A i
like that straight Em% easier nmmm a M%sumuoﬁﬁ -
Mrs. Linde. One’s husband, yes,
Nora. Nonsense! (Standing still.) When you pay off
a debt you get your bond back, don’t you?
Mrs. Linde. Yes, as a matter of course,
Nora. And can tear it into a hundred thousand pieces
and burn it up—-the nasty dirty paper! .
Mys. Linde (looks hard at her, lays down her sewing and

gets up slowly). Nora, you are concealing something from
me.

Nora. Do I look as if T were?
. Mrs. Linde. Something has happened to you since yes-
terday morning. Nora, what is it?

Nore (going mearer to0 her). Christine! (Listens.)
Hush! there’s Torvald come home. Do you mind going in
to. the children for the present? Torvald can’t bear to see

- dressmaking going on. Let Anne help you.

wﬁ rs. Linde (gathering some of the things together). Cer-
wmuawl,wén I am not going away from here till we have had
it out with one another.

(B 5 K
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here in our peaceful home, and have no cares—you and I
and the children, Torvald! That is why I beg you so edr-
nestly-

Helmer. And it is just by interceding for him that you
make it impossible for me to keep him. It is already known
at the Bank that I mean to dismiss Krogstad. Is it to get
about now that the new manager has changed his mind at
his wife’s bidding

Nora. And what if it did?

Helmer. Of coursel—if only this obstinate little person
can get her way! Do you suppose I am going to make
myself ridiculous before my whole staff, to let people think
that T am a man to be swayed by all sorts of outside influ-
ence? I should very soon feel the consequences of it, I can

. tell you! And besides, there is one thing that makes it

quite impossible for me to have Krogstad in the Bank as long
as 1 am manager.
~ Nora. Whatever is that?

Helmer. His moral failings I might perhaps have over-
looked, if necessary——

Nora. Yes, you could—couldn’t you?

Helmer. And 1 hear he is a good worker, too. But I
knew him when we were boys. It was one of those rash
friendships that so often prove an incubus in after life. I
may as well tell you plainly, we were once on very intimate
terms with one another. But this tactless fellow lays mno
restraint on himself when other people are present. On the
contrary, he thinks it gives him the right to adopt a familiar
tone with me, and every minute it is “I say, Helmer, old
fellow!” and that sort of thing. I assure you it is extremely
painful for me. He would make my position in the Bank
intolerable. )

Nora. Torvald, I don’t believe you mean that.

Helmer. Don't you? Why not?

 Nora. Because it is such a narrow-minded way of look-
ing at things, N

ECY
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m&mm&? What are you saying? Narrow-minded? Do
you think I am narrow-minded?

Nora. No, just the opposite, dear—and it is exactly for

that reason.
. Helmer. .Hﬁ_m the same thing. You say my point of view
is narrow-minded, so I must be so too. Narrow-minded!
Very well—I must put an end to this. (Goes to the hall-
door and calls,) Helen! .

Nora. What are you going to do?

Helmer (looking among his papers). Settle it. (Enter
.Hc.?uu. ) Look here; take this letter and go downstairs with
it at once. Find a messenger and tell him to deliver it, and
be quick. The address is on it, and here is the money. ~

Maid., Very E_ wc.. [Exit with the letter

.m.mg% (putting his papers together). Now then, little
Miss Obstinate.

Nora (breathlessly), Torvald—what was that letter?

Mm“mamu.. Krogstad’s dismissal.

Nora. - Call her back, Torvald! There is still time. Oh
Torvald, call her back! Do it for my sake—for your own

- sake—for the children’s sake! Do you hear me, Torvald?
Call her back! Vou don’t know what that Hmﬁmm can bring .

upon us. -

Helmer, It's too late.

Nora. VYes, it’s too late,

Helmer. My dear Nora, I can forgive the anxiety you
are in, although really it is an insult to me. It is, indeed.
Isn’t it an insult to think that I should be afraid of & stary-

ing quill-driver’s vengeance? But I forgive you neverthe- -

less, because it is sych eloquent witness to your great love

" for me. (Takes her in his arms.) And that is as it should

be, my own darling Nora. Come what will
i : , you may be
sure I shall have both courage and strength if they be

needed. You will see I am man enocugh to take e i
upon myself, 2 e
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that? And in every single family, in one way or another,
some such inexorable retribution is being anwmmz..l
Nora (putting her hands ovey her ears). Rubbish! Do
talk of something cheerful. P )
Rank. Oh, it’s a mere laughing matter, the whole thing.
My poor innocent spine has to suffer for my father’s youth-
ful amusements. . ,
Nora (sitting at the iable on the left). 1 supposc you
mean that he was too partial tp asparagus and paté de foie
gras, don’t you,
Rank. Yes, and to truffles.
Nora. ‘Truffles, yes. And oysters toc, I suppose?
Rank. Oysters, of course, that goes without saying.
Nora. And heaps of port and champagne. It is sad that
all these nice things should take their revenge on our bones.
Rank. Especially that they should revenge themselves
on the unlucky bones of those who have not had the satis-
faction of enjoying them. _
Norg. Yes, that’s the saddest part of it all.
Rank (with o searching look at her). Hml—
Nora (after ¢ short pause). | Why did you smile?
Rank. No, it was you that| laughed.
Nora. No, it was you that smiled, Doctor Rank!
Rank (rising). You are a greater rascal than I thought.
Nora. I am in a silly mood to-day.
Rank. So it seems. .
Nora (putting her hands on kis shoulders). Dear, dear
Poctor Rank, death mustn’t take you away from Torvald
and me,
Rank. It is a loss you would easily recover from. Those
who are gone are soon forgotten. . w
Nora (looking at him anxiously). Do you believe that?
Rank. People form new ties, and then
Nore. Who will form new ties? ..
Rank. Both you and Helmer, when I am gone. You
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yourself are already on the high road to it, I think, -What
did that Mrs. Linde want here last night?

Nora. Ohol—you don’t mean to say you are jealous of
poor Christine?
Rank. VYes, I am. She will be my successor in this

.house. When I am done for, this woman will—

Nora. Hush! don't speak so Joud. She is in that room.

Rank. To-day again. There, you see.

Nora. She has only come to sew my dress for me. Bless
my soul, how unreasonable vou are! (Sits down on the
sofa.) Be nice now, Doctor Rank, and to-morrow you will
see how beautifully I shall dance, and you can imagine I
am doing it all for you—and for Torvald too, of course.
(Takes various things out of the bex.) Doctor Rank,
come and sit down here, and I will show you something,

Rank (sitting down). What is it?

Norg. Just look at those!

Rank. Silk stockings.

Nora. Flesh-coloured. Aren’t they lovely? It is so
dark here now, but to-morrow-—-. No, no, no! you must
only look at the feet. Oh well, you may have leave to look
at the legs too.

Rank. Hml|—

Nora, Why are you looking so critical? Don’t you
think they will fit me?

Rank. 1 have no means of forming an opinion about
that,

Nora (looks at him for @ moment). For shame! (Hits
him Lightly on the ear with the stockings.) That’s to pun-
ish you, (Folds them up again.) .

Rank. And what other nice things am I to be allowed to
see?

Nora. Not a single thing more, for being so naughty.
(She looks among the things, kumming fo herself.)

Rank (afier a short silence). When I am sitting here,

By o w
KUOTUP:: 5 MESE
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54 A DOLL'S HOUSE

Rank. Not a bit. But perhaps I had better go—fo
ever? '

Nora. No, indeed, you shall not. Of course you must
come here just as before. You know very well Torvald
can’t do without you.

Rank. Yes, but you?

Nora. Oh, I am always tremendously pleased when you
come, .

Rank. It is just that, that put me on the wrong track.
You are a riddle to me. I have often thought that you
would almost as soon be in my company as in Helmer's,

Nora. Yes—you see there are some people one loves
best, and cthers whom one would almost always rather have
as companions.

Rank. Ves, there is something in that.

Nora. When I was at home, of cotirse I loved papa best.
But I always thought it tremendous fun if I could steal
down into the maid’s room, because they never moralised
at all, and talked to each other ahout such entertaining
things. ) :

Rank. 1 see—it is their place I have taken.

Nora (jumping up and going to kim). Oh, dear, nice
Doctor Rank, I never meant that at all. But ;surely you
can understand that being with Torvald is a little like being
vith papa——

[ Enter MAID from the hall.

Maid. If you please, ma’am. (Whispers and hands her
2 card.) :

Nora (glancing at the card). Oh! (Puts| it in her
pocket.)

Rank. Is there anything wrong?

Nora. No, no, not in the least. It is only something—
it is my new dress——- ; d

Rank. What? Your dress is lying there.

Nora. Oh, yes, that one; but this is another. T ordered

it. Torvald mustn’t know about it——
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Rank. Obhol Then that was the great secref.

Nora. Of course. Just go in to him; he is sitting in the
inner room. Keep him as long as——

Raenk. Make your mind easy; T won’t let him escape.
(Goes into HELMER’S room.)

Nora (to the Mam). And he is standing waiting in the
kitchen? |

Maid. Yes; he came up the back stairs.

Nora. But didn’t you tell him no one was in?

Meid. Yes, but it was no good,

Nora, He won’t go away?

"Maid, No; he says he won’t until he has seen you,
ma’am, o

Nore. Well, let him come in—but quietly. Helen, you
mustn’t say anything about it to anyone. It is a surprisc
for my husband.

- Maid. Yes, ma'am, I quite understand. [Exit.

Nore. This dreadful thing is going to happen! It will
happen in spite of me! No, no, no, it can’t happen—it
shan’t happen! o

[She bolts the door of HerMm=Er’s room. The
Matp opens the hall door for KroGsTAD and
shuts it after kim. He is wearing a fur coat,
kigh boots and a fur cap.

Nora (advancing towards him.) Speak low—my hus-
band is at home,

Krogstad. No matter about that.

Nora. What do you want of me?

Krogstad. An explanation of something.

Nora. Make haste then. What is it?

Krogstad. You know, I suppose, that I have got my dis-
mirsal,

Nora. T couldn’t prevent it, Mr, Krogstad. I fought as
hard as I could on your side, but it was no good.

Krogstad. Does your husband love you so little, then?
He knows what T can expose you to, and yet he ventures——

o5 s E g EEEEE N EE NI
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58 A DOLL'S HOUSE

Krogstad. I will tell you. I want to rehabilitate myself,
Mrs. Helmer; I want to get on; and in that your husband
must help me. For the last year and a half T have not had
a hand in anything dishonourable, and all that time I have
been struggling in most restricted circumstances. I was
content to work my way up step by step. Now I am turned
out, and I am not going to be satisfied with merely being
taken into favour again. I want to get on, I tell you. I

want to get into the Bank again, in a higher position. Your

husband must make a place for me——

Nora, That he will never do!

Krogstad. He will; T know him; he dare not protest.
And as soon as T am in there again with him, then you will
see! Within a year I shall be the manager’s right hand.
It will be Nils Krogstad and not Torvald Helmer who man-
ages the Bank.

Nore. That's a thing you will never see!

Krogstad. Do you mean that you will——?

Nora. 1 have courage enough for it now.

Krogstad. Oh, you can't frighten me. A fine, spoilt
lady like you——-

Nora. You will see, you will see.

Krogstad. Under the ice, perhaps? Dovwn into the cold,
coal-black water? And then, in the spring, to float up to
the surface, all horrible and unrecognisable, with your hair
fallen out

Nora, You can’t frighten me.

Krogstad. Nor you me. People don’t do such ap_nmm,
Mrs. Helmer. Besides, what use would it be? I should
have him completely in my power all the same.

Nora. Afterwards? When I am no longer——

Krogstad. Have you forgotten that it is I who have the
keeping of your reputation? (Norae stands speechlessly
looking at him.) Well, now, I have warned you. Do not
do anything foolish. When Helmer has had my letter, I
shall expect a message from him. And be sure you remem-
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ber that it is your husband himself who has forced me into
such ways as this again. I will never forgive him for that.
Good-bye, Mrs. Helmer. [Exit through the hall.

Nora (goes to the hall door, opens it slightly and listens).
He is going. He is not putting the letter in the box. Oh
no, nol that’s impossible! (Opens the door by degrees.)
What is that? He is standing outside. He is not going
downstairs., Is he hesitating? Can he——-

' [A4 letter drops into the box; them KROGSTAD'S
footsteps are heard, till they die away as he goes
downstairs. NorA wuiters a stifled cry and
runs across the voom to the table by the sofa.
A short pause.

Nora.” In the letter-box. (Steals across to the hall

‘door.) 'There it lies—Torvald, Torvald, there is no hope

for us now!
[Mgzs. LinoE comes in from the room on the left,
carrying the dress.

Mys. Linde. There, I can’t see anything more to mend
now, Would you like to try it op——?

Nora (in a hoarse whisper). Christine, come here.

Mrs. Linde (throwing the dress down on the sofa). What
is the matter with you? You look so agitated!

Nora. Come here. Do you see that letter? There.
look—you can see it through the glass in the letter-box.

Myrs, Linde. Ves, I see it.

Nora. That letter is from Krogstad.

Mrs. Linde. Nora—it was Krogstad who lent you the
money!

Nora. Yes, and now Torvald will know all about it.

Mrs. Linde. Believe me, Nora, that’s the best thing for
both of you.

Nora. You don’t know all. I forged a name.

Mrs. Linde. Good heavens—-—!

Nora. I only want to say this to you, Christine—you
must be my witness.
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Helmer. But you will need to—

Nora. Yes, indeed I shall, Torvald. But I can’t get
on a bit without you to help me; I have absolutely u»oﬂwo?
ten the whole thing.

Helmer. Oh, we will soon work it up again.

Nora. - Yes, help. me, Torvald. Promise that you will!
I am so nervous about it—all the people—. You must give
yourself up to me entirely this evening. Not the tiniest bit
of business—you mustn’t even take a pen in your hand.

Will you promise, Torvald dear?

Helmer. I promise. This evening T will be wholly and
absolutely at your service, you helpless little mortal. Ah,
by the way, first of all I will just——

[Goes towards the hall door.

Nora. What are you going to do there? :

Helmer. Only see if any letters have come.

Nora. No, nol don’t do that, Torvald!

Helmer. Why not? :

Nora. Torvald, please don’t. There is nothing there.

Helmey. Well, let me look. (Twrns to go to the letter-
box. Nowra, af the piano, plays the first bars of the Taran-
telle. HELMER stops in the doorway.) Ahal

Nora. 1 can’t dance to-morrow if I don't practise with
vou.

Helmer (going n_%_ Lo ker). Are you really so afraid of

- it, dear.

Nore. Yes, so dreadfully afraid of it. th me vumnmmm
at once; there is time now, before we go to dinner. Sit
down .Ea play moau_ﬁ“_ Torvald dear; criticise me, and cor-
rect me as you play.

Helmer. With great pleasure, if you wish me to.

[Sits down at the piaso.

Nora (takes out E. the box a tambourine and o long varie-
geted shawl. She hastily drapes the shawl round kher,
Then she springs to the front of the stage and calls out).
Now play for me! I am going to dancel
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[Hermer plays and Nora dances. RaNk stasnds-
by the piano behind HELMER and looks on.
Helmer (as ke plays). Slower, slower!
Nore. I can’t do’it any other way.
Helmer. Not so violently, Nora!
ora. This is the way.
elmer (stops playing). ZP no—that is not a bit right.
ora (laughing and swinging the tambourine). -Didn’t
I tell you so?
Waaw Let me play for her.
elmer (getting up). Yes, do. I can correct her better

_then.

[Ranx sits %@a at the piano and plays. NORA
dances more and more wildly. HeELMER has
taken up a position beside the stove, and during
her dance gives her frequent instructions. She
does not seem to hear him; her hair comes down
and falls over her shoulders; she pays no atien-

" tion to it, but goes om dancing. Enter Mgs.
Linpe.

Mrs. Linde (standing as if spell-bound in the doorway).
Ohl—— )

Nora (as she dances). Such fun, Christine!

Helmer. My dear darling Nora, you are dancing as if
your life depended on it.

ora. So it does.

Helmer. Stop, Rank; this is sheer madness. Stop, I
tell youl (RANK stops playing, and NoRA suddenly stands
stdl. HeLMER poes up to her.) 1 could never have be-
lidved it. 'Vou have forgotten everything I taught you.

Nora (throwing away the tambourine). There, you see.

Helmer. You will want a lot of coaching.

Nora. Yes, you see how much I need it. Vou must
coach me up to the last minute. Promise me that, Torvald!

Helmer. You can depend on me.

Nore. Vou must not think of anything but me, either
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Tz SAME SceNE.  The fable has been” placed in the middle
of the stage, with chairs round it. A lomp is burning
on the table. The| door into the hall stands open.
Dance music is heard in the room above. Mzs. LnoE
is sitting at the table idly turning over the leaves of a

© book; ske tries to read, but does not seem able to col-
lect her thoughts.. Every now and then she listens in-
tently for a sound at the outer door. .

Mrs, Linde (looking at her watch). Not yet—and the
time is nearly up. If only he does not—. (Listens again.)
Ah, there he is. (Goes into the hall and opens the outer
door carefully. {Light" ?mﬂ.@mﬁm are heard on the stairs.
Ske whispers.) Comein,: s _m.wng is no one here.

Krogstad (in the.doorway)s I found a note from you
at home. What does this mean?

Mys, Linde. It is-absolutely necessary that I should have
a talk with you. .

Krogsted. Really? And is it absolutely necessary that
it should be here? .

Mrs. Linde. Tt is impossible where I live: there is no
private entrance to my ropms. Come in; we are quite alone.
The maid is asleep, and |the Helmers are at the dance up-
stairs,

Krogstad (coming into the room). Are the Helmers
really at a dance to-night?

Mpys, Linde. Yes, why not?

Krogstad. Certainly—why not?
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Myrs. Linde. * Now, Nils, let us have a talk.

Krogstad. Can we two have anything to talk about?

Mrs. Linde. We have a great deal to talk about,

Krogstad. I shouldn’t have thought so.

Mrs, Linde. Zo_ you have never properly understood
me,

Krogstad. Was there anything else to understand ex-
cept what was obvious to all the world—a heartless woman
jilts a man when a more lucrative chance turns up?

Mys. Linde. Do you believe I am as absolutely heartless
as all.that? And do you believe that I did it with a light
heart?

Krogstad. Didn’t you?

Mrs. Linde. Nils, did you really think that?

Krogstad. 1f it were as you say, why did you write to
me as you did at the time? ;

Mys. Linde. 1 could do nothing else. As I had to break
with you, it was my duty also to put an end to all that you
felt for me.

Krogstad (wringing his hands). So that was it. »m& all
this—only for the sake of money!

Mrs. Linde. You must not forget that IT'had a w%_mmm
mother and two little brothers. We couldn’t wait for you,
Nils; your prospects seemed hopeless then.

Krogsted. That may be so, but you had no right to
throw me over for any one else’s sake,

Mrs, Linde. Indeed T don’t know. Many a time did I
asl 'myself if T had the right to do it.

Erogstad (more gently), When I lost you, it was as if
all the solid ground went from under my feet. Look at me
now—I am a shipwrecked man clinging to a bit of wreck-
age. -

Mrs. Linde. But help may be near.

Krogstad. Tt was near; but then you came E.E stood in
my way.

Fﬁhnnnhnnnn-n-nannnf
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70 A DOLL’S HOUSE

Krogstad. And in spite of that have you the courage
to—? ~

Myrs. Linde. T understand very well to what lengths a
man like you might be driven by despair.

Krogstad. If T could only undo what J:have donel

Mrs. Linde. You cannot. Your letter is lying in the
letter-box now.

Krogstad. Are you sure of that?

Mrs, Linde. Quite sure, but——

Krogstad (with a searching look ai her .* Is that what .

it all means?-——that you want to save your friend at any
cost? Tell me frankly. Is that it?

Mrs. Linde. Nils, a woman who has once on herself
for another’s sake, doesn’t do it a second time.

Krogstad. 1 will ask for my letter back.

Mzs. Linde. No, no.

Krogstad. Yes, om course 1 will. I will wait here till
Helmer comes; I will tell him he must give me my letter
back—that it only*concerns my dismissal—that be is not to
read it

Mys, Linde. No, Nils, you must not recall your letter.

Krogstad. But, tell me, wasn’t it for that very purpose
that you asked me to meet you here?

Myrs, Linde. In my first moment of fright, it was. But
twenty-four hours have elapsed since then, and in that
time T have witnessed incredible things in this house. . Hel-
mer must know all about it. This unhappy secret must
be disclosed; they must have a complete understanding
between EQ.P which is impossible with all this noﬂnm&Boi
and falsehood going on.

Hwnwuo& Very well, if you will take the responsibility.
But there is one thing I can do in any case, and I shall do
it at once.

Mrs. Linde (listening). You must be quick »Em go!
The dance is over; we are not safe a moment longer.
Krogstad. T will wait for you below.
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door. :
Krogstad. 1 have never had such an amazing piece of
good fortune in my life.
[Goes out through the outer door. The door be-
tween the room and the hall remains open.
 Mrs. Linde (tidying up the room and laying her hot and
cloak 7eady). What a difference! what a difference!
Someone to work for and live for—a home to bring com-
fort into, That I will do, indeed. I wish they would be
quick and come-— (Listens.) Ah, there Em«‘ are now. 1
must put on my things. -
[Takes up her hat ond cloak. HELMER'S and
NorA’s voices are heard outside; a key is turned,
and BELMER brings Nora almost by force into
the hall. She is in an lialion costume with a
large black shawl round her; he is in evening
dress and a black domino which is flying open.
Nora (hanging back in the doorway, and struggling with
him). No, no, nol—don’t take me in. I want to go up-
stairs again; I don’t want to leave so early.
Helmer. But, my dearest Nora—— :
Nora. Please, Torvald dear—please, please—only ay
hour more.
Helmer. Not a single minute, my sweet Nora. You
know that was our agreement. Come along into the room;

 you are catching cold standing there.

[He brings her gently into the room, in spite of
her resistance.
Mys. Linde. Good evening.
Nora. Christine! .
Helmer. You here, so late, Mrs. Linde?
Mys., Linde. Ves, you must excuse me; I was so anxious
to see Nora in her dress.
Nora. Have you been sitting here waiting for me?
Mrs. Linde. Yes, unfortunately I came too late, you

5596 Nl
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14 A DOLL’S HOUSE

door after her, and comes in again.) Ahl—at last we have
got rid of her. She is a frightful bore, that woman.

Nora. Aren’t you very tired, Torvald?

Helmer. No, not in the least.

Nora. Nor sleepy? :

Helmer. Not a bit. On the contrary, I feel extraor-
dinarily lively. And uan.?iuuoa really look both tired and
sleepy.

Nora. Yes, I am very tired. T ﬁgn to go to sleep at
once.

Helmer, 'There, you see it was quite right of me not 8
let you stay there any longer.

Nore. Everything you do is quite right, Torvald.

Helmer (kissing her on the forehead). Now my little
skylark is speaking reasonably. Did you notice what good
spirits Rank was in this evening?

Nora. Really? Was he? I didn’t speak to him at all.

Helmer. And I very little, but I have not for a long
time seen him in such good form. (Looks for a while at
her and then goes nearer to ker,) It is delightful to be at
home by ourselves again, to be all alone with you-—you
fascinating, charming little darling!

Norg. Don’t look at me like that, Torvald,

Helmer. Why shouldn’t T look at my dearest treasure?—
at all the beauty that is mine, all my very own?.

Nora (going to the other side of the table). You mustn’t
say things like that to me to-night. _

Helmer (following ker). You have still got the Taran-
tella in your blood, I see. And it makes you more capti-
vating than ever. Listen—the guests are beginning to gu
now. (In a lower veice.) Nora—soon the whole housc
will be quiet.

Nora. Yes, I hope so.

Helmer. Ves, my own darling Nora. Do.you know,
when T am out at a party with you like &Em_ why I speak g9

¢
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Jittle to you, keep away from you, and only send a stolen.

glance in your direction now and then?—do you know why
I do that? It is because I make believe to myself that we
are secretly in love, and you are my secretly promised bride,
and that no one suspects there is ahything between us.

Nora. Yes, yes—I know very well your thoughts are
with me all the time.

Helmer.  And when we are leaving, and I am putting

-the shawl over your beautiful young shoulders—on your

lovely neck—then I imagine that you my young bride
and that we have just come from the wedding, and I am.
bringing wou for. the first time into our home—to be alone
with you for the first time—quite alone with my shy little
darling! All this evening I have longed for nothing but
you. When I watched the seductive figures of the Taran-
tella, my blood was on fire; I could endure it no longer, and
that was why I brought you down so early——

- Nora. Go away, Torvaldl You must let me go. I
won't—— ,

Helmer, What’s Emﬁw You're joking, my little Noral
You won't—you won’t? . Am I not your husband—?
- [A knock is heard at the outer door.
Nora (starting). Did you hear——?
Helmer (going into the hall). Who is it?
Rank (outside). ItisI. May I come|in for a moment?
Hebmer (in a fretful whisper). Oh, what does he want
now? (Aloud.) Wait a minute? (Unlocks the door.)
Come, that’s kind of you not to pass by our door.

*Renk. 1 thought I heard your voice| and felt as if I
should like to look in. (With a swift glance round.) Ah,
yes!—these dear familiar rooms. You are very happy and
cosy in here, you two.

Helmer. 1t seems to me that you looked after uacmmam
pretty well upstairs too,
Rank. Excellently. Why shouldn’t T? Why shouldn’t

mﬁhﬂmm
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=8 A DOLL'S HOUSE

Helmer (in a subdued voice). He has drunk more than

~ he ought.

Nora (absently). Maybe, (Heimer takes a bunch of

© keys out of his pocket and goes into the hall, ) Torvald!
what are you going to do there? _.

Helmer. Empty the letter-box; it is quite full; there
will be no room to put the newspaper in to-morrow morning

Nora. Are you going to work to-night?

Helmer. You know quite well I'm not, What is this?
Some one has been at the lock, _

Nora. At the lock——p- )

Helmer. Yes, someone has. What can it mean? I
should never have thought the maid—, Here is a broken
hairpin. Nora, it is one of yours. :

Nore (quickly). Then it must have been the children—

Helmer. Then you must get them out of those ways.

" There, at last I have got it open. (Taokes out the contents
of the letter-box, and calls o the kitchen. ) Helenl-—Helen,

put out the light over the front door. (Goes back into'the -

roon and shuts the door into the hall. He holds out his
hand full of letters.) Look at that—look what a heap of
them there are, ( Turning them over.) What on earth is
that?
Nora (at the window). The letter—Nol Torvald, no!
Helmer., Two cards—of Rank’s, s
Nore. Of Doctor Rank’s?

-

Helmer (looking ot them). Doctor Rank. They were .

on the top. He must have put them in when be went out.

Nora, Ts there anything written on themp

Helmer, There is a black crose over the name. Look
there—what an uncomfortable idea! It Jooks as if he were
announcing his own death.

Nora. Itis just what he is doing,

delmer. What? Do you know anything about it? Has
be said anything to your @ . . .
Vora. Yes. He told me that when the cards came it
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would be his leave-taking from us. ¥He means to shut
himself up and die. .

Helmer. My poor old friend. Certainly I knew we
should not have him very long with us. But 50 soon! And
so he hides himself away like a wounded animal. )

Nora. 1If it has to happen, it is best it should be without
a word—don’t you think so, Torvald? )

‘Helmer ( walking up and down). He had so grown into
our lives. I can't think of him as having gone out of them,
He, with his sufferings and his loneliness, was like a cloudy
background to our sunlit happiness. SW_WF pethaps it is
bestso. For him, anyway. (Standing still.) _ And perhaps
for us too, Nora. We two are thrown quite upon each
other now. (Puts his arms round her.) My darling wife,

- I don’t feel as if I could hold you tight enough. Do you

know, Nora, T have often wished that you Em%.: be Egmm
ened by some great danger, so that I might risk my life's
blood, and everything, for your sake. »

Nora (disengages herself, and says firmly and decidedly ).
Now you must read your letters, Torvald. )
" Helmer. No, no; not to-night. I want to be with you,
my darling wife, .

Nora. With the thought of your friend’s death——

Helmer. You are right, it has affected us both. Some-
thing ugly has come between us—the thought of the horrors
of death. We must try and rid our minds of that. Untif
then—we will each go to our ewn room. )

Nora (hanging on his neck). Good-night, Torvald—

 Good-night!

Helmer (kissing her on the forehead). Oooa.nmm.wr my
little singing-bird. Sleep sound, Nora. Now I will read
my letters through. . . ] .

Y [He takes his letters and goes into his room, shut-

ting the door after him. ) , N

Nora (gropes distractedly about, seizes HELMER’S domino,

‘throws it round her, while she says in quick, hoarse, spas-
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82 A DOLL'S HOQUSE

bring up the children; I dare not trust them to you. To
think that I should be obliged to say so to one whom I have
loved so dearly, and whom I still——. - No, that is all over.

rom this moment happiness is not the question; all that

oncerns us is to save the remains, the fragments, the
pearance-—— :
[4 ring is heard ot the froms-door bell.

Helmer ﬂ&w&w a stert). What is that? So late] Can

¢ worst—~2  Can he——? Hide yourself, Nora. Say
you are ill. .

[Nora stands motionless. Hrrmer goes and un-
locks the hall door.
: .E&_m (half-dressed, comes to the door). A letter for the
mistress,

Helmer. Give it to me. (Takes the letter, and shuts the
door.) Yes, it is from him. Vou shall not have it; T will
read it myself.

Nora. Yes, read it.

Helmer (standing by the lamp). I scarcely have the
courage to do it. .It may mean ruin for both of us. No, I
must know. (Tears open the letter, runs his eye over @ few
lines, looks at a paper enclosed and gives a shout of joy.)
Nota! (She looks at him guestioningly,) Nora!—No, I

ust read it once again——, Ves, it is true! I am saved|

ora, I am saved! .

Nora. AndI?

Helmer. You too, of course; we are both saved, both you

d I. Look, he sends you your bond back. He says he
regrets and repents—that a happy change in his life—never

d ua&mﬁ he says! We are saved, Noral No one can do
anything to you. Oh, Nora, N oral—no, first I must destroy
these hateful things. Let me see——. (Takes a look at the
bond.) No,no,Iwon’t look atit. The whole thing shall be
nothing but a bad dream to me. (Tears up the bond and
both letters, throws them all into the stove, and watches them
burn.) There—now it doesn’t exist any longer. He savs

A DOLL'S HOUSE 8
that since Christmas Eve you——. These must have been

-three dreadful days for you, Nora.

Nora. Thave fought a hard fight these three days.

Helmer. And suffered agonies, and seen no way out
but No, we won't call any of the horrors to mind. We
will enly shout with joy, and keep saying, “It’s all over!
It’s all over!” Listen to me, Nora. . You don’t seem to
realise that it is all over, What is this?—such a cold, set
facel My poor little Nora, I quite understand; you don’t
feel as if you could believe that I have forgiven you. But
it is true, Nora, I swear it; I have forgiven you everything.
I know that what you did, you did out of love for me,

Nore. That is true.

Helmer. You have loved me as a wife ought to love her
lusband. Only you had not sufficient knowledge to judge of
the means you used. But do you suppose you are any the
less dear to me, because you don’t understand how to act on
your own responsibility? No, no; only lean on me; I will
advise you and direct vou, I should not be'a man if this
womanly helplessness did not just give you a double attrac-
tiveness in my eyes. . You must not think any more about the
hard things I said in my first moment of consternation, when
I thought everything was going to overwhelm me. I have
forgiven you, Nora; I swear to you I have forgiven you,

Nora. Thank you for your forgiveness.

_ [Ske goes out through the door o the right.

Helmer. No, don’t go——. (Looksin.) What are you
doing in there?

Nora (from within), Taking off my fancy dress.

Helmer (standing at the open door). Yes, do. Try and
calm yourself, and make your mind easy again, my fright-
ened little singing-bird. Be at rest, and feel secure; I have
broad wings to shelter you under. (Walks up and down by
the door.) How warm and cosy our home is, Nora. Here
is shelter for you; here I will protect you like a hunted dove
that 1 have saved from a hawl’s claws. I will bring peace
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Nora (undisturbed). 1 mean that I was simply trans-
ferred from papa’s hands into yours. You arranged every-
thing according to your own taste, and so I got the same
tastes as you—or else I pretended to, I am really not quite
sure which—1 think sometimes the one and sometimes the
other. When I look back on it, it seems fo me as if T
had been living here like a poor woman—ijust from hand
‘to mouth. I have existed merely to perform tricks for you,
Torvald, But you would have it so. Vou and papa have
commitied a great sin against me. It is your fault that I
have made nothing of my life.

Helmer. How unreasonable and how ungrateful you are,
Noral Have you not been happy here?

Nora. No, I'have pever been happy. I thought 1 was,
but it has never really been so.

Helmer. Not—not happy!

Nora. No, only merry. And you have always been so
kind to me. But our home has been nothing but a play-
room. I have been your doll-wife, just as at home I was
papa’s doll-child; and here the children have been my dolls.
1 thought it great fun when you played with me, just as they
thought it great fun when I played with them. That is
what our marriage has been, Torvald. -

Helmer. There is some truth in what you say—exag-
gerated and strained as your view of it is. But for the
future it shall be different. Playtime shall be over, and
lesson-time shall begin.

Nora. Whose lessons? Mine, or the children’s?

Helmer. Both yours and the children’s, my darling Nora.

Nora. Alas, Torvald, you are not the man to educate
me into being 'a proper wife for you.

Helmer. And you can say that! .

Nore. And I—how am I fitted to bring up the children?

Helmey. Noral o ! :

Nora. Didn’t you say so yourself a little while ago—
that you dare not trust me to bring them up?

d A DOLL’S HOUSE 8y

| Helmer: In a moment of anger!l Why do you pay any
heed to that? .

Nore. Indeed, you were perfectly right. I am not fit
for the task. There is another task I must undertake first.

must try and educate myseli-—you are not the man to
elp me in that. I must do that for myself. And that is
why I am going to leave you now. ’

Helmer (springing up). What do you say?

‘Nora. 1 must stand quite alone, if 1 am fo understand
yself and everything about me. It is for that reason that
T cannot remain with you any longer.

Helmer. Noral Noral

Nora. 1 am going away from here now, at once. Iam
sure Christine will take me in for the night——
 Helmer. You are out of your mindl I won't allow it!
T forbid youl )

Nora. Tt is no use forbidding me anything any longer.
T will take with me what belongs to myself. I will take
nothing from you, either now or later.

Helmer. What sort of madness is this!

Nora. To-morrow I shall go home—I mean, to my old
‘home. It will be easiest for me to find something to do
|there.

Helmer.. You blind, foolish woman!

Nora. I musttry and get some sense, Torvald.

Helmer. To desert your home, your husband and your
children! And you don’t consider what people will say!

Nore. 1 cannot consider that at all. * T only know that
it is necessary for me.

Helmer. It's shocking. This is how you would neglect

your most sacred duties,

Nora. What do you consider my most sacred duties?

Helmer. Do 1 need to tell you that? Are they not your
| duties to your husband and your children?

. Nora. T have other duties just as sacred.
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g0 A DOLL'S HOUSE

that you would consent to accept this man’s conditions, I
was so absolutely certain that you would say to him: Pub-
lish the thing to the whole world. And when that was
done—

Helmer. Yes, what then?P—when I bad exposed my wife
to shame and disgrace?

Nora. When that was done, I was so absolutely certain,
you would come forward and take everything upon yourself,
and say: I am the guilty one.

Helmer. Nora——I

Nora. You mean that 1 would never have accepted such
a sacrifice on your part? No, of course not. But what
would my assurances have been worth against yours? That
was the wonderful thing which I hoped for and feared; and
it was to prevent that, that I wanted to kili myself.

Helmer. 1 would gladly work night and day for you,
Nora—bear sorrow and want for your sake. But no man
would sacrifice his honour for the one he loves.

Nore, Tt is a thing hundreds of thousands of women.
have done, .

Helmer, Oh, you think and talk like a heedless child.

Norg. Maybe. But you neither think nor talk like the
man I could bind myself to. As soon as your fear was over
—and it was not fear for what threatened me, but for what
might happen to you—when the whole thing was past, as

far as you were concerned it was exactly as if nothing at all
had happened. Exactly as before, I was your little skylark,
your doll, which you would in future treat with doubly
gentle care, because it was so brittle and fragile. (Getting
up.) Torvald—it was then it dawned upon me that for
eight years I had been living here with a strange man, and
had” borne him three children——. Oh, I can’t bear to
think of it! I could tear myself into little bits!

Helmer (sadly). 1 see, I see. An abyss has opened be-
tween us—there is no denying it. But, Nora, would it not
be possible to fill it up?

A DOLL'S HOUSE 9L

Nora. As 1 am now, I am no wife for you.

Helmer. 1 have it in me to become a different man.

Nora. Perhaps—if your doll is taken away from you.

Hebmer. But to partl—to part from you! No, uo“
Nora, I can’t understand that idea.

Nore (going out to the right). That makes it all g.a.

_more certain that it must be done,

7

[Ske comes back with her cloak and hat ond «
small bag which she puts on a chair by the table.

Helmer., Nora, Nora, not now! Whait till to-morrow.

Nora (putting on her clogk). 1 cannot spend the night
in a strange man’s room,

. Helmer. But can’t we live here like brother and
sister: ?

Nora (putting on her hat). You know very well that
would not last long. (Puts the shawl round kher.) Good-
bye, Torvald. I won’t see the little ones. I know they are
in better hands than mine. As T am uoﬂ_ I can be of no
use to. them.

Helmer, But some day, Nora—some day?

Nore. How can I tell? I have'no idea what is going
to become of me.

Helmer. But you are my wife, whatever becomes of you.

Nore. Listen, Torvald. T have heard that when a wife
deserts her husband’s house, as I am doing now, he is legally
freed from all obligations towards her. In any case T set
you free from all your obligations. You are not to feel
yourself bound in the slightest way, any more than I shall.
There must be perfect freedom on both sides. See here is
your ring back. Give me mine.

Helmer. That too?

Nora. That too.

Helmer, Here it is.

Nore. That’s right. Now it is all over. I have put
the keys here. The maids know all about everything in the
house—better than I do. To-morrow, after I have left her,
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