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2. week: Early Anatolia,
Geography, climate and
chronology



Climatic Impact and Environmental Setting from the
last glacial Age to the Holocene Age in Anatolia

* Anatolian peninsula does not constitute a uniform habitat, but it
comprises extremely varied environmental zones, ranging from semi-
arid basins to areas with heavy rainfall, each separated by ranges of
mountains. In general, it presents more varied optimal environmental
possibilities than most parts of the Near East.

e Asitis located at the meeting point of diverse climates and
surrounded by a chain of inner-seas, the impact of climatic
fluctuations has been considered complex and yet poorly understood.
Compared with the other parts of the Near East, the prehistory of
Anatolia has been poorly studied and until recent years, overlooked.
It was only during the last decades that the significance of Anatolian
Neolithic cultures has been apparent.
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MAJOR NEOLITHIC SITES IN TURKE

A Excavated Sites

B Other Neolithic Sites Mentioned in this Volume [ i
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* The implications of the Black Sea -
Marmara system are not just
restricted to the coastal topography; o&
it has profound implications upon Geere
the principal sea and land routes (owsealevel) 1> *
between major geographic regions, /"'r
either providing or terminating

connections and also on the marine \ O
ECOIOgy, A Last glaciation

* The first intrusion of warm and | Gimmurr-"‘
saline waters from the Aegean to
the Sea of Marmara took place by -
6,500 BC to be soon followed by the
establishment of a link with the
Black Sea. The radical changes in the
marine condition of Marmara had a

drastic impact on the cultural
environment. B Deglacial flood (7600 years ago)
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e Schematic section showing
the water exchange between
the Sea of Marmara and the
Black Sea.
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Assumed natural vegetation at 8000 BP and imbortant locations for PaIeoenwronmentaI studies.




12.000-7.600 BC PROTO-NEOLITHIC TO LATE PPN

Fig. 1. The Main Formation zones of the Neolithic Cultures in the Near Easi

mm Eastern Formation Zane E Anatokan Formaton Zane E-_...__E Mobile Food Gatherars and Fshers

The geographic features of
Anatolia are varied and more
different from the other parts of
the Near East so that it is
sometimes called a sub-
continent.



=5 Amalgamation of Near Eastern and Anatolian Models
g 7.600-6.000 BC FINAL PPNB TO EPN

Fig. 2. The Expansion of the Nealithic Way of Life







e Anatolian climate is influenced by tropical air masses from South and
West and by polar airstreams from the North, bringing minimum rainfall
in the Summer and maximum precipitation in the Winter months.

* In the Winter Mediterranean Lows bring moist air masses from the
South ( Mediterranean) and West (Atlantic). Further, Anatolian winters
are influenced by continental polar air from the North ( Siberian High)
which prolonged can trigger extreme cold snaps with severe frost and

temperatures below minus 10 °C.
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e Carbon dating is used to determine the age of biological artifacts
up to 50,000 years old. This technique is widely used on recent
artifacts, but educators and students alike should note that this
technique will not work on older fossils (like those of the
dinosaurs alleged to be millions of years old). This technique is
not restricted to bones; it can also be used on cloth, wood and
plant fibers.
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Early Pottery Neolithic (EPN) c. 9000-8600 cal.
BP
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Anatolia and Near Eastern cultures in the Middle Chalcolithic Period
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