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Mathias Mehofer464 

IUDJPHQWV�RI�PHWDOZRUNLQJ��)LQGV�IURP�$UVODQWHSH��dDPOÕEHO�7DUODVÕ��0XUJXO�DQG�1RUúXQWHSH9 are 
SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSUHVVLYH��2QO\�D�IHZ�VHWWOHPHQWV�DORQJ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�$QDWROLDQ�FRDVW�\LHOG�GH¿QLWH�
evidence attesting to the processing of metal (especially copper) during the Late Chalcolithic and 
Early Bronze Age. Considering the question of early copper working in western Anatolia the re-
sults from the Çukuriçi Höyük offer new insight and new data for this discussion.

0HWDOZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�dXNXULoL�+|\�N

At the Çukuriçi Höyük the remains of a major metalworking workshop, dating to the Late Chal-
colithic and EBA 1, were found. Metal objects, as well as metallurgical ceramics, were recovered 
throughout the entire tell. In a multi-phase building complex, within the former centre of the tell, 
WZR�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�IXUQDFHV�DQG�¿UHSODFHV�ZHUH�XQFRYHUHG�10 The excavation revealed oval or 
‘horseshoe’ shaped constructions, which were abutting the wall. Furthermore,�round bowl-shaped 
¿UHSODFHV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�URRP�ZHUH�H[FDYDWHG��1XPHURXV�FUXFLEOH�IUDJPHQWV�ZHUH�
found (Fig. 1), as known from other Early Bronze Age sites. Additionally, many blow pipes, as 
ZHOO�DV�FRSSHU�SULOOV�DQG�VHPL�¿QLVKHG�SURGXFWV�FDPH�WR�OLJKW��2I�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHUHVW��DPRQJ�WKH�
¿QGV��ZDV�D�PRXOG�IRU�FDVWLQJ�ÀDW�D[HV�DQG�D�EORFN�DQYLO11 for forging metal by shaping bars into 
¿QLVKHG�REMHFWV��)RXU�PRXOGV�IRU�URG�LQJRWV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VL]HV12 show, that metal was�collected 

9 Zwicker 1980, 17; Lutz et al. 1991; Hess et al. 1997, 75; Hauptmann et al. 1999; Schoop 2011.
10 +RUHMV�HW�DO������������¿JV����������
11 +RUHMV�HW�DO��������������¿JV������0HKRIHU��LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
12 +RUHMV������������¿J�����+RUHMV�HW�DO������������¿J�����0HKRIHU��LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�

Fig. 1   The metallurgical ensemble, found at Çukuriçi Höyük comprises numerous crucibles, moulds, blow pipes, 
WRROV��VHPL�¿QLVKHG�DV�ZHOO�DV�¿QLVKHG�SURGXFWV�GDWLQJ�WR�WKH�/DWH�&KDOFROLWKLF�SHULRG�DQG�(%$����SKRWR��1��*DLO�2$,��
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