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TYPES OF PACKING

The principal requirements of a packing are that it should:

• Provide a large surface area
• Have an open structure
• Promote uniform liquid distribution on the packing surface.



1. Structured 
Packings



2. Random 
Packings 





• Raschig rings, are one of the oldest specially manufactured types of random 
packing, and are still in general use. 

• Pall rings are essentially Raschig rings in which openings have been made by 
folding strips of the surface into the ring. This increases the free area and 
improves the liquid distribution characteristics. 

• Berl saddles were developed to give improved liquid distribution compared to 
Raschig rings. 



• The choice of material will depend on the nature of the fluids and the operating 
temperature.

• Where the column operation is likely to be unstable, metal rings should be 
specified as ceramic packing is easily broken. 
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