




Sunan
Sunum Notları
In the light of the excavations conducted across at the site since 1948, it has been revealed that the cultural strata of the ancient settlement consist of Early Bronze Age to the Hellenistic-Roman periods.
The city flourished during  2000–1750 BC as an Old Assyrian trade outpost and the earliest attested commercial society in world history. More than 23,500 elaborate clay
tablets from private merchant houses provide a detailed description of a system of long-distance trade that reached from central Asia to the Black Sea region and
the Aegean. 
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Sunum Notları
And what happens after Level 7, or Ia


Kultepe'de Hititler ?
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Sunum Notları
 


-Hitit kaltira ATKC’dan kok almis midir?
-Arkeolojik belgeler nelerdir?
¢ | -Filololjik belgeler var midir? Hititlerde Kanis/Nesa
1 biliniyor muydu?

-ATKC’dan sonra bir bosluk var midir? Neden?
" -Neden Hititler Kiltepe’de yasamadi?
-Kiltepe’'de yerlesim yok iken, Kiiltepe civarinda
Hititler var miydi?
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Sunum Notları
5
After the end of the Colony period, level Ia had no written documents and the architectural remains are poor, but finds from Level Ia point to the birth of Hittite culture during this period. In particular, data derived from the graves dated to Level Ia indicate that there was a fairly short interval between the end of the settlement in this level and the establishment of the Old Hittite Kingdom Age. After the end of the Level Ia settlement, the karum area was not inhabited for a long time.  
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Sunan
Sunum Notları
Pithana ve Anitta’nın kim oldukları sorusuna gelirsek, Anitta Metni’nin yanısıra bu iki kralın adları Asur Ticaret Kolonileri Çağı’nın ikinci yarısına tarihlenen diğer bazı belgelerde de karşımıza çıkmaktadır:
 
“Kral Pithana’nın eliyle, Anitta veliaht prens (iken)” (i-qá-tí Bi4-it-ha-na  ru-ba-im A-ni-ta GAL sí-mì-il5-tí) formülünü içeren ve Kültepe’de bulunmuş olan bir boşanma kontratı;
Anitta’nın mühründen bahseden (KUNUK  A-ni-ta ru-ba-e) ve “Kral Anitta’nın eliyle” 
( i-qá-tí A-ni-ta ru-ba-im) formülüyle biten Alişar’da bulunmuş bir metin;
Altı mahkumun salıverilmesiyle ilgili yine Alişar’da bulunan ve “Büyük kral Anitta’nın eliyle” ( i-qá-tí A-ni-ta ru-ba-im GAL-im) cümlesini barındıran bir kontrat metni;
Yine Kültepe’den “Kral Anitta’nın eliyle” (i-qá-tí A-ni-ta ru-ba-im) ibaresini taşıyan bir diğer kontrat;
Ve son olarak Kārum Kaniş’in merkezindeki bir binada bulunan ve Anitta dahil altı yerli kralın ismini sıralayan büyük bir tablet.
 
Yukarıda bahsi geçen tabletlerin tümü Kültepe ve Alişar’ın kārum tabakalarında, Anitta’dan kral olarak bahseden kitabeli tunç mızrak ucu da Kültepe höyüğünde kārumla aynı döneme tarihlenen bir tabakada bulunmuştur. Arkeolojik kontekste dayalı bu güvenilir tarihleme, Anitta Metni’nin tarihlenmesi için de temel olarak alınmıştır. Sonuç olarak, Anitta’nın gerçek bir tarihsel figür ve M.Ö. 19. yüzyılın sonundan 18. yüzyılın ilk yarısına kadar Orta Anadolu’yu yöneten güçlü bir hükümdar olduğunu söylemek mümkündür. 
TCL 21 (=TC III) 214, A. Ediston için bkz.  Lewy 1938: 120.
Alişar No. b 1600, Gelb 1935: 19.
Alişar No. e 844, Gelb 1935: 50.
Kt 89/k 371, Donbaz 1993: 139-140.
Mellink 1963: 175.





Sunan
Sunum Notları
Many archaeological objects in pure Hittite style and the written documents discovered at Kanesh prove that the early Hittites lived at Kültepe during the Assyrian Trading Colony. Period. However they did not continue living at Kültepe during the Hittite Kingdom and Empire Periods.
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But they lived around Kültepe in those periods. The surface survey conducted in the Kayseri Province during 2008-2012 revealed many sites with Old Hittite and Hittite Empire Age pottery in the Kayseri region. 
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Sunan
Sunum Notları
It is also known from the written documents and the rock-monuments, and a dam built by the Hittites in the Kayseri province that the Hittites lived or at least  their armies marched through this area. But they did not settle at Kültepe.
It is not logically reasonable that the Hittites had never stopped or settled Kanesh, namely Nesha which is their motherland or their Mecca.  
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But they lived around Kültepe in those periods. The surface survey conducted in the Kayseri Province during 2008-2012 revealed many sites with Old Hittite and Hittite Empire Age pottery in the Kayseri region. 
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It is also known from the written documents and the rock-monuments, and a dam built by the Hittites in the Kayseri province that the Hittites lived or at least  their armies marched through this area. But they did not settle at Kültepe.
It is not logically reasonable that the Hittites had never stopped or settled Kanesh, namely Nesha which is their motherland or their Mecca.  
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It is also known from the written documents and the rock-monuments, and a dam built by the Hittites in the Kayseri province that the Hittites lived or at least  their armies marched through this area. But they did not settle at Kültepe.
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KAYSERI’DE HIiTiT IMPARATORLUK DONEMIi ESERLERI

Kaya Anitlar

Hititler, imparatorlugun gii¢ simgesi olarak giineye, Toros daglar lizerindeki gecitler/beller
araciligi ile Kuzey Suriye’ye dogru ilerleyen dogal yollar Uzerindeki kaya ylizeylerinde, krallari
veya yerel yoneticileri, tanrilar 6nilinde gosteren tasvirli anitlar yaPmlslardlr Guneye inen
dogal yol lizerinde, genelde akarsulara hakim.noktalardaki bu anltlardanruguplﬁayserl ilinde yer

almustir. Her ugi de Kayseri’nin g(aneydogusundakl Devell ilcesindedir.
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FRAKTIN ANITI
Develi’'nin glineyinde Zamanti suyla

O Kavakh Cam

e O Tasikceen birlesen kiictik bir akarsu yakininda,
B - e, kizilkahverenginde kayaliklarin diizgiin
Tt W;_-:.mT:;.i’““'""""'""‘"‘"" T e ve dik yiizeyine islenmislerdir.
et K,a’.“,j}ﬂ*},,ﬂ_';r;wl . GunUmuzdeki zeminden 180 cm
e | L oBamiepe yukarida baslayan ortalama 1 m.
N e Kﬂrﬁipe ® Bunyan Tumiils genisliginde ve 3. 26 m. uzunlugundaki
. i bir bant icinde iki ayri sahne olarak
Rt e S o dizenlenen kabartmalar
R e ’Hmm yerlestirilmistir. Bu iki sahnenin
24 PN gineyinde ek olarak yalniz
P hiyerogliflerden olusan bir yazit
bulunmaktadir. Her iki sahnedeki
bale figiirlerin yanlarina eklenmis hiyeroglif
T el lejantlar ve ikonografik 6zellikleri
G """""“'*"""_“"‘j‘/m'} onlarin kimligini aciklamaktadir.
LGP g Her iki sahnede de konu aynidir. Sol
(s a ST sahnede kral tanriya, sagdaki sahnede
giﬁf ise kralice tanricaya icki kurbani
: (libasyon ) sunarken gosterilmistir.
0 50km




Her iki sahnede de figiirler, aradaki sunagin iki yaninda karsilikli olarak yuz e gelecek sekilde
verlestirilmislerdir. Her iki sahnede de kiyafetler caginin klasiklesmis giysilerinin 6zelliklerini tasir.
Tanri ve kral boynuzlu, sivri kilah, kisa kollu gdmlek ve 6nden yirtmacli kisa etek ve uclari sivri tipik
Hitit ayakkabilari tasimaktadir. Uglari kivrik, ay bicimli kabzalari olan hancerleri, gévdenin
arkasinda, kemerlerine tutturulmustur. Tanri ucu kivrik silahini sag eliyle omzuna dayali olarak
tasirken kral, sol omzuna taktigi yayini sol eliyle tutmaktadir. Sag elindeki gaga agizli testiden
verdeki kaba, ickiyi dokmektedir. Tanrinin bas hizasinda yalnizca tanri isareti, kralin basi hizasinda
se,” BUyulk Kral Hattusili” yazitlari onlarin kimliklerini aciklamaktadir.






Diger sahnede ise tahtinda oturan tanrica “Hepat” in 6niinde sunak, karsisinda ise ayakta,
“Putuhepa, Blyulk Kralice”, ayni sekilde libasyon yapmaktadir. Onlarin da giysileri, ¢caginin tipik
giysileridir.

iki sahneden sonra daha kiiciik bir alanda diizenlenmis yazitta ise detaylari iyi islenmedigi icin
okunma gucligine karsin “Kizzuwatna Ulkesinin kizi; tanrilarin sevgilisi”, olarak okunmasi kabul
gormustur.

Anit yazitlarin acikladigi gibi, Hitit imparatorluk Dénemi’nin ve Kades antlasmasini Misir Firavunu
Il. Ramses ile yapan buyuk kral I1l. Hattusili ve esi buyuk kralice Putuhepa adina

yaptirildigi stiphe gotirmez.

Anit adini, yakinindaki ve eski adi Fraktin olan “Gumiuséren” kdytunden almistir.
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2. Fraktin Hoyuk Kazilart:

Nimet Ozgiic ve Tahsin Ozgiic tarafindan 1946 yilinda baslatilan inceleme gezisinden sonra
kazisina karar verilen Fraktin hoylkte, Fraktin kaya kabartmasiyla cagdashigi olasi bir
yerlesmenin varliginin agiga cikartilmasi hedeflenmistir. 1947 yilinda ve 1954 yilinda iki
mevsim sliren kazi calismalarinda dar ve sivrice gorinumli 150x80x15 m boyutlarinda ki
hoylgin tepesinde gerceklestirilen acmalarda a- Roma, b- Frig ( Demir Devri), c- Hitit Cagi
yerlesimlerinin varligi saptanmistir.

Burada Hitit kalttr katmani iki ayri yapi kati ile temsil edilmektedir. Her iki evre de
siddetli yanginla sona ermistir. Eski yapi kati iri tas bloklarla 6rult duvarlari kalin bir siva ile
sivanmistir. Acilan alanin darligi mimari planlarin tamamlanmasina engel olmustur. Toprak
taban Uzerindeki esyanin azligina karsin, seramik buluntulari Hititlidir. Uzerine insa edilen yeni
Hitit yapi katini sona erdiren siddetli bir yangin, yapi icinde taban Uzerinde ele gecen bol ve
cesitli buluntular “Hitit imparatorluk” dénemi eserlerinin paralelleridir. Bogazkéy kazilarindan
taninan adak kaplari, tst katin tabani altinda, temel duvarina bitisik halde topluca guin i1sigina
cikartiimistir.

Madeni eserleri, ok uclari, tabaklar, kivrik yizlG hancerler ve sap delikli baltalarla temsil
edilmektedir. Sap delikli balta 6zglindir ve arkeoloji yayinlarinda “Fraktin Tipi” olarak anilr.

Bu eserler arasinda in-situ olarak kesfedilen bir “ Miken” kabi/Stirrup vase LH Ill (Late
Hellas llic) donemine ait olup, daha sonra Masat Hoylkte de kesfedilenler gibi, Hitit Caginda
Ege- Akdeniz kultirleriyle olan iliskilerin varhgini tanitmaktadir.



TASCI ANITI I :
Kayseri ili, Develi ilgesi Bakirdag bucagi sinirlari igindedir. Bakirdagi’nin igcinden Satikoyu
yonuinde ilerlerken, Zamanti irmaginin yan kollarindan Homursu veya Tas¢i deresinin aktigi dar

vadinin igindedir.
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Vadinin bir yliziinde grimsi
beyaz kayalik ylzeyde ¢izi
tekniginde islenmis
hiyeroglif yazitin, sag alt
kenarinda bacaklari
gosterilmemis lig figlir saga
dogru, ileri uzattiklari sag
kollari ile dua jesti yaparak
ilerler durumda
yerlestirilmislerdir.



Her birinin kimligini aciklayan ”
lejantlardan baska, solda ayri bir grupta >
islenmis hiyeroglif isaretleri '
“Bliyiik Kral Hattusili (1l11.), Buyiik Kral,
kahraman” olarak okunmaktadir.
Fugiirlerden 6nden ikisi erkek arkadaki is:
kadin kiyafetlerindedir. Yanlarindaki
lejantlara ragmen kimlikleri cok aydin
degildir. Ancak, lll. Hattusili’nin saghgina
dua eden rahip ve rahibeler olarak "
disuniilebilir.






TASCI ANITI II:

Birinci anitin 100 m. uzaginda ve glineyinde derenin ayni yakasinda bulunmaktadir . 1947 yilinda kesfedilmistir.
80 cm yiiksekligindeki erkek figiirii tipik Hitit rahipleri kiyafetindedir. One uzattigi sag eliyle dua jesti yaparken
sol eli Uzerinde “saglik, yasam” sembolii olan li¢cgen hiyeroglif isareti tasir. Bu figlir de ilk anittaki Gg¢ figlr gibi

saga yoneliktir, isim lejantini olusturan isaretlere gore kimligi cok belirgin degilse de I. anittakilerle ayni amaca
hizmet eder nitelikte yorumlanabilir.

Drawing by K. Kohimeyer, 1986
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IMAMKULU/SIMSEKKAYASI ANITI ;

Develi’den, Adana ovasina dogru ylksek dag kiltelerini Gezbeli’ni asarak ilerleyen anayoldan, dag yolu
tirmanisina baslamadan kuzeye dogru giden bir yan yol ile imamkulu kdytine erisilir. Anit, kéyiin kuzeyinde,
dagli arazide, Zamanti suyuna dogru acilan arazide, Beydagi’nin bati cephesinde olusmus yliksek terastaki iri
kaya bloklari arasindan, bir tanesinin dnylziindedir. Anit 1934 yilinda Kemalettin Karamete tarafindan
kesfedilmis. Kayseri’nin Develi ilcesi sinirlarindaki bu (i¢ kaya aniti Hitit imparatorluk dénemine aittir ve her
Ucl de bu uygarligin tasvir sanatinin eristigi olgun tGslup ozelliklerini yansitir.




Tepesi yuvarlak kayanin, sekline uygun olarak olusmus tasvir alaninda, figlirler lic grup halinde
diizenlenmis olan bir sahneye yerlestirilmistir.




Sahnenin saginda, dort cift kartal kanadinin Ust Uste govdesinden c¢ikan, sag profilden gosterilmis
aslan basl, kus penceli karisik varlik Gzerinde, basi sola donik, kanath ¢iplak tanri cepheden
islenmis, ciplak govdesini iki yana acilmis kollarinda elleri ile tiltint acar durumda goésterilmistir.




Ortadaki grupta, en altta ellerini havaya kaldirmis basari saga kisa etekli Hitit ayakkabili aslan
adamlar lGzerinde, saga ilerleyen Uc dag tanrisi, ikinci siraya yerlestirilmistir. Sivri ktlahli,
bellerine takilmis, Hitit hancerleri olan li¢ dag tanrisi, sag ellerini ileri dogru uzatarak saygi ve
dua jestini yaparlar.




Dag tanrilari, en ustte, ugcuncu siraya yerlestiriimis olan araba uzerinde duran bes tanri, ara

ve kosum hayvani boganin agirligi ile baslari 6ne egilmistir. Tanri sag eliyle glirzinl savurur
durumda diger eliyle boganin dizginlerini tutmaktadir. Bu elin Gizerine islenmis hiyeroglif lejant
sembollerinin yani sira onun bas tanri, firtina tanrisi Tesub oldugunu aciklar.




Anitin solunaa ise tipik Hitit giysileri ile saga ilerleyen Tigur, sol elinde yere dayadigl mizragi, sag
eliyle omzuna astig1 yayini tasir. Tanrinin arkasindaki hiyeroglifler, onun bir prens oldugunu
aciklamaktadir.




Kayseri ili Pinarbasi ilgesine bagh Karakuyu koyi sinirlar

icinde bulunmaktadir. 1931 yilinda Ali Riza Yalgin

rehberliginde bir Hitit yazitini yerinde gormek lizere, Hamit

Ziibeyir Kosay ve H. H. von der Osten tarafindan ziyaret

edilmistir. Orada yazitin yaninda tamamlanmamis ikinci bir

yazitin varligi da goriilmustiir. Bunlarin oradaki eski bir baraj.«iacanzyvik

kalintisiyla ilgili oldugu anlasiimistir. .
H. H. von der Osten, 1931 yilinda bu barajla ilgili bilgileri, i
fotograf ve cizimleriyle beraber yayinlamistw. Kayseri miize Kayalipinare
mudurid Nuh Naci Bey buiyuik yaziti miizesine getirmistir. 2 e n Altinyayla e
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1987 yilinda yerinde birakilan tamamlanmamis kitabenin akibetini 6grenmek Uizere Karakuyu,
Kutlu Emre ve ekibi tarafindan ziyaret edildi. 1988-89 yillarinda, yuritulen kurtarma kazilariyla
von der Osten tarafindan “savak” olarak yorumlanan dar, dikdortgen mekanin, zamanla tahribe
ugradigi gozlendi. Yigma olarak gerceklestirilen golet bendinin, gbletin i¢ yuziine dogru farkl
boyutta taslarla dosenerek gliclendirildigi anlasildi. Bu bendin kuzeye bakan dis yuziine gomme
olarak yapilan mekanin i¢ kismi bosaltilarak blylk kitabenin yerinde birakilan yazisiz alt kismi ele
gecirildi. Ona dik gelen yarim yaziti iceren iri ve yassi tas plakanin ¢ikarilmaya calisildigr ancak
bunda basarili olunamadigi gozlendi.




O zamanki bilgilerin 1siginda bu rezervuarin sularinin savak araciligi ile disari akitildigi
dusinilmesine karsin, mizedeki yazitta ve kaidesinde su aktigini gdsteren kalinti, iz

bulunamamistir. Kazi sonuglari, K. Emre tarafindan Alacahoyuk Golpinar, Koylutolu Hitit barajlari
ve Yalburt ve Eflatunpinar rezervuarlari birlikte yayinlamistir.
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-Hittite Culture at Kültepe and the memory of Nesha 
	We know that the Hittite presence, i.e. the settlement  has not been found at Kültepe. The Hittite people of the Old Hittite Kingdom and Empire has never lived at Kanesh, but named themselves and their language as Neshaite after Kanesh or Nesha.  So besides the other solid evidences, solely this identification is even sufficient to prove that the Hittites have lived at Kültepe before the Hittite Kingdom period. 
	We have to emphasize once again based on the examples discovered at Kültepe that, the Hittite style has its roots in the Colony period, intensively apparent in the late Colony period represented by kārum  Levels Ib and Ia. 
	The so-called Hittite style of art was born through the synthesis of native Anatolian culture with the north Syrian and Mesopotamian tradition, which met at Kültepe in this period. As previously pointed out by Özgüç. and Emre, the roots of Hittite art and culture appeared and evolved in the flow of history during the time when regional kingdoms such as Hatti, Kanesh/Nesha, and Kushara reigned, and before the Hittites unifed Anatolia politically.
	 Especially in the late phase of the Colony period, pure Hittite art can easily be traced in every element found in Kanesh; from pottery and statuettes of deities to the sealings . The memory of the Colony period city has survived for centuries in Hittite culture. In the written records of the Hittite Empire many words and phrases can easily be traced, reminiscent of their past at Kanesh. Besides calling their mother language nešumnili , “Neshite” after Kanesh/Nesha, many phrases identified as authentically Hittite, such as “my sun, “the door-keeper of the Addahšum Gate”  or the “river ordeal”, as well as the prototypes of several Hittite deities can be traced for the first time to the texts from Kanesh.
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KULTEPE’DE HITIT IZLERI

-Hititlerin anadili: nesumnili,
“Neshite”

)

-Hititce deyimler: “my sun/glinesim’

-“Addahsum Kapisi bekgisi”

-Cok sayida Hititli tanrilarin
prototipleri

-Kayseri civarindaki Hitit izleri







"Air photo showing one of the temples built by Anitta and the "Southern Terrace Palace" at Kanesh. Kiltepe
Expedition Archive.
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Kültepe Temples
In addition to these monumental palaces on the hill, two other structures that were built according to the same plan also deserve attention.
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"Air photo showing one of the temples built by Anitta and the "Southern Terrace Palace" at Kanesh. Kiiltepe
Expedition Archive.
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Kültepe Temples
Both have the same dimensions (27×22 m) and have tower-like protrusions at their corners. Although there is no specific object was found to explain their function, it is very obvious that they are not private houses. These are probably the two of the three temples built by Anitta, son of Pithana, the first Hittite.


D%ing Anitta:
“I built various city (fortifications) in Nesa.
Behind | built the temple of the Stormgod
of the Sky and the temple of our goddess
(Halmassuit). | built the temple of
Halmassuit, the temple of the Stormgod
my lord, [and the temple of ...]. And those
goods which | had brought back from my
campaign(s) | dedicated(?) to that place.”
(Hoffner 1997: 183.)

By Mahmut Akok.

"Air photo showing one of the temples built by Anitta and the "Southern Terrace Palace" at Kanesh. Kiiltepe
Expedition Archive.
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In his annals he says that: 
“I built various city (fortifications) in Nesa. Behind I built the temple of the Stormgod of the Sky and the temple of our goddess (Halmassuit). I built the temple of Halmassuit, the temple of the Stormgod my lord, [and the temple of …]. And those goods which I had brought back from my campaign(s) I dedicated(?) to that place.”  


%ing Anitta:

“I built various city (fortifications) in Nesa.
Behind | built the temple of the Stormgod
of the Sky and the temple of our goddess
(Halmassuit). | built the temple of
Halmassuit, the temple of the Stormgod
my lord, [and the temple of ...]. And those
goods which | had brought back from my R
campa/gn(s) / ded/cated( ?) to that p/ace W dsOMEt EFWINZ T the temple builgt

By Mahmut Akok.

Unworked obsidien blocks discovered in the Official Building at Kanesh. Kiltepe Expedition Archive.
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Official building 
A structure with a plan called "megaron" is very important for Kültepe and Hittite history. In one of the rooms of this structure, which is contemporary with Warshama Palace and the temples of the 7th level, unprocessed obsidian blocks weighing approximately 3 tons were found.


E%ing Anitta:

“I built various city (fortifications) in Nesa.
Behind | built the temple of the Stormgod
of the Sky and the temple of our goddess
(Halmassuit). | built the temple of
Halmassuit, the temple of the Stormgod
my lord, [and the temple of ...]. And those
goods which | had brought back from my L3 _ |
campaign(s) | dedicated(?) to that place” | imisoMet Blkwing " the temple builk
(Hoffner 1997: 183.)

By Mahmut Akok.

megaron
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Dagger of Anitta discovered in the Official
Building at Kanesh. Kiiltepe Expedition
Archive.
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But, the most important find is the spearhead, which is called as "Anitta dagger" because of its inscription. The fact that this weapon, which was found at Kültepe, proved that Anitta, who was once considered as a legendary person, has actually lived and conquered Kültepe. Thus, as mentioned in his own text, it has also been proved that the Hittites conquered Kanesh, which was called as Nesha, and the birthplace of the Hittite culture was Kültepe.



-Anitta Metninin yeniden okunmasi (Goedegebuure 2007, 306)

Whoever shoul[d] become king after me: let [n]o one [out of] Ne[Sa] r[e]-settle the
cities of [...], [...]x-na and Harkiuna: [Only?] Ne[sa] shall be(come) p[op]ulous. And he
shall be k[ing] of a[ll] countries. Like a lion [he shall rule?] the lan[d(s)].



C2nitta Text mA-ni-it-ta DUMU mPi-it-ha-a-na LUGAL URUKu-us-

“II have copied] these [words] from the sa-ra Ql-BI-MA

tablet(s) in my gate. Hereafter for all time Anitta, Sohn des Pithana, Kénig von Kussara,

let [no one] de[face] th[is tablet]. But sprich(t): )

whoever defaces it, [let him] b[e] an ne-pi-is-za-as-ta DISKUR-un-ni a-as-su-us e-es-ta
enemy of [the StorJmgod.” Dem Wettergott vom Himmel (?) war er lieb,

a-as-ta DISKUR-un-ni-ma ma-a-an a-as-su-us e-es-

RUKU-us-sa-ra-as
K. on Nesa dem
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The discovery of the so-called “Anitta Text” at the Hittite capital Hattusa added another layer to the importance of Kültepe/Kanes as the place of origin of Hittite culture. Anitta, the first Hittite king, mentions in his proclamation: when his father Pithana conquered Nesha, but treated its inhabitants as “mothers and fathers”; when Anitta embarked on a large-scale building program in the city etc.  

“[I have copied] these [words] from the tablet(s) in my gate. Hereafter for all time let [no one] de[face] th[is tablet]. But whoever defaces it, [let him] b[e] an enemy of [the Stor]mgod.”. 
It is these words that helped Anitta, the mighty king of Nesha to be remembered for almost 4000 years. His accomplishments along with those of his father came down to us through Anitta’s proclamation which illuminates a crucial period in the early history of Anatolia leading up to the formation of the Hittite kingdom. 
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In addition to these written evidences, archaeological finds from Kültepe/Kanes also corroborate the identification of Kanes and Nesa as the same location. The violent destruction that ended Level Ib at Kültepe can be  can be associated Pithana’s capture.
 The erection of a fortification system around the city which was confirmed to be built during the Ib period and the remains of the two temples on the citadel seem to reflect the building program which Anitta embarked on in between his conquests as evident from his proclamation. 








hysionomy

d-goddess figurine from Kultepe
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The most characteristics of Hittite art also derived from Kültepe. The very typical Hittite face depiction is first seen at Kültepe.
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Flat beret-or nurse cap-shaped headgear from Kültepe is seen later in Hittite figurines.
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But beside the any other finding

















Kiltepe
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Even the depiction of double-headed has seen on both period’s art.
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Eagles hunting and holding rabbits in claws is a very well known depiction both in Kültepe
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Acemhöyük








9 Die Tudhalija-Stele aus Tempel 5
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On the other hand, the golden deity figure from Kültepe displays very Hittite features, so much so that there was no cultural and historical hiatus between the Assyrian Trading Colonies Period and Old Hittite Kingdom Period. The Kültepe deity, the earliest example of depictions rendered in the Hittite artistic style, showed once again that the Hittite art originated in Kültepe.
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7 Bulla des Grofkonigs Mursili 11, [Kat.-Nr. 1£1]




7 Bulla des Grofkonigs Mursili 11, [Kat.-Nr. 1£1]







7 Steatitrelief aus Corum/Yenikoy (Kat.-Nr. 124)
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There are very characteristic features of style which can be followed back through the Kanesh age. For example the depiction of the tongue of a lion has always been carved in the same attitude: lions mouth is always open and the tongue hangs down. This feature has originated in Kültepe and followed later through the all Hittite depictions on sculptures,
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Bull-shaped rhytons were also found in both periods.
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Inandık vase is the most famous among them.
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Beak-spouted pitchers from Kültepe show the birth of the Hittite pitchers found in various sites.
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Ring-shaped vessels from Kültepe are the ancestors of Hittite ones.
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Four-leafed and double handled vessels which are called kanthros also seen for the first time at Kültepe.
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Studying the imported “pilgrim flasks” and “Syrian bottles” uncovered at Kanesh-Karum, K. Emre suggested that the layer Ib and especially layer Ia continued well after Samsu-iluna’s reign; even into the reigns of Abi-esuh and Ammi-ditana. 
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The local pottery examples like Ferzant-type Bowls uncovered in the late Assyrian Trading Colonies Period layers of the Karum also support this suggestion and bring the Karum layer Ia closer to Hattusili I, the founder of the Old Hittite Kingdom. Emre, K., 1995, p. 183;  Emre, K., 1999, p. 45. 












Geo-archaeological
Investigations around
Kiltepe
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However, on the other hand, we believe that one must also question other possibilities; such as natural disasters or natural changes in the environment which might effected the site. Current researches at Kültepe and environs, especially the geomorphological surveys and recent excavations provoke to look for different answers to the question “why and how the life at this rich trading post did end?”
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The second result of the excavations in this test trench was that the area where some of the level II buildings constructed in the lowest part of the city was submerged and never settled again during the later period i.e. Level Ib-a.
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The recent geological surveys and studies in the Sarimsakli Basin where Kültepe lies, encouraged us to look for the answers to the collapse of Colony Age at Kültepe in a different perspective.  


Did ponding of Sarimsakli Basin due to
active faulting

end the life at

Kultepe?
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……..Within …………. this perspective
 considering the geological characteristics of the region, a research question can be raised; 
“Did Ponding of Kayseri-Sarimsakli Basin Due to Active Faulting end the life at Kultepe for a while?”


Sarimsakli Basin and the active faults

“

2

i



Sunan
Sunum Notları
Sarimsakli Basin is located in a very tectonically active area shaped by Central Anatolian Fault Zone. 
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And Kültepe is located in the middle of this pull-apart basin which is drained by a narrow channel; i.e Karasu River joining to Kızılırmak. 
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Even a slow tectonic movement-slip might have blocked the drainage system for the basin. 


KARASU
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it has been indicated and supported by the recent geological studies in the area that, 


SARIMSAKLI

KARASU
€



Sunan
Sunum Notları
a 2 meter tectonic slip is enough to block the drainage channel, namely Karasu and as a result of this blockage the Sarımsaklı basin may begin to be ponding. This blockage, with a great possibility did not happen suddenly, it might have taken many decades.


»KARASU 1028 M
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This is the illustration of the normal elevation of the Basin. In normal conditions the Sarımsaklı Çay and the water collected from the mountains surrounding the basin can easily be drained by the Karasu Strait.


»KARASU 1038 M
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According to the scenario that if the channel has been blocked by a fault line and has risen up for ten meters, a lake has formed to the west of the basin. 
This fact initially does not directly effect Kültepe.




B

» KARASU 1068 M
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But when the water level reaches to 1068 meters, the half of the basin at the west, is affected and the environment changed in the whole basin. If the water has risen up again for a few meters more, the territory of Kültepe or the karum area has also been submerged
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This blockage, with a great possibility did not happen suddenly, it might have taken many decades, and after some time the area has been affected. The water-table has risen up, the basin has turned into a marshy land,  communication and transportation failed and the maggnificient Kanesh became a miserable city.
Almost the same situation can be observed throughout the Sarimsakli Basin today.  
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Areas at the southwestern part of the Kültepe covering some part of ancient karum area is still under water (especially after a rainy season). 
And the excavations revealed out that the territory of level Ib and Ia decreased comparing to earlier Level II. This, might have happened due to increasing water-table. 
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Recent findings, such as many blocks of andesite stones which reminds us  a city wall, also show that the limit of the city might have been much more than previously thought; extending more than a km in the south, (which was previously thought to be a non-settled area)
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