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Summary

This paper approaches Japanese Buddhist thought during the Fifteen-year War through the
idea of Kodo Bukkyo, a neologism Buddhists used to describe themselves. It consists of two
words: kodo (the imperial way), and Bukkyo (Buddhism). Tempai, religious implements of the
Shin sect’s Otani branch, are symbolic of this notion. Focusing on them and “continental propa-
gation,” I will discuss the “Japanese Buddhism” that participated and cooperated with a state at
war.

Japanese Buddhists during this time thought that their religion had reached its complete
form in their country thanks to the protection of the imperial family, and advocated re-exporting
it to the Asian continent. Their Kodo Bukkyo was an ideology that promoted a Buddhism of the
“Japanese nation” and “Japanese people.”

Keywords : Kodo Bukkyd (Imperial-Way Buddhism), State Shinto, Asian continental propaga-
tion, Senji Kyogaku (war-time Buddhist doctrinal studies)
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