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Research on the Long-lasting Abe
Administration Internal Affairs

Yoshito Koeda

Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Science, Faculty of Pharmacy,
Chiba Institute of Science

[ Abstract )

At the end of last year (2017), the Shinzo Abe cabinet marked five full
years since the start of its second administration. If he is elected for a third
term in the election race for the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party this
coming autumn, it will become the longest administration in the history of
Japan’s constitutional government. Abe has always overcome difficulties by
making bold political decisions not only in diplomacy but also in the area of
internal affairs. Taking a lesson from his first administration, which collapsed
after one year, he seems to be working on maintaining the administration and
promoting reform by making the best use of his unique political methods in
the areas of personnel and policy. This report attempts to identify and
investigate the important aspects of how the Abe administration is run from

this angle.

Keywords: Long-term Administration, Abenomics, Post-Abe,

Constitutional Reform
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Hints of Disruption,” Nikkei Shimbun, December 22, 2017, Morning ed., p. 4.)
[TEMED 2 AR ZRER. #8803 3R THARSHE] 2007F 11 H20H
FATIL 2 M,



[IRE & 5L Fa1k2%5
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Time’ as Ordinary Session of the Diet Convenes,” Asahi Shimbun, January 23, 2018,
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(“PM Told His Time is Up: LDP National Conference,” Yomiuri Shimbun, September 30, 2017,
Evening ed., p. 2.)
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(“Jiji Press New Years Salutations,” Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, January 5, 2018,
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(“Visitors to Japan in 2017 Climb to 28.69 Million, 4.6-Times 2016 Levels,” Yomiuri Shimbun,
January 13, 2018, Morning ed., p. 2.)
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(“Scanner: September LDP Leadership Election — Abe on Top, But What is he Afraid of ?,”
Yomiuri Shimbun, January 3, 2018, Morning ed., p. 3.)
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(“Scanner: Evaluating the Cabinet Reshuffle: Chief Secretary Tanigaki Creates Peace, Opinion
Poll Finds,” Yomiuri Shimbun, September 5, 2014, Morning ed., p. 3.)
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(“Tanigaki maligned: PM changes mind on Chief Party Secretary appointment at the last
minute,” Yomiuri Shimbun, August 4, 2016, Morning ed., p. 4.)
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(“Unofficial data on university graduates: 86% high as of December, after 7 consecutive years of
growth,” Nikkei Shimbun, January 18, 2018, Morning ed., p. 34.)
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2018, Morning ed., p. 4.)
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international relations,” Asahi Shimbun, December 7, 2017, Morning ed., p. 4.)
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‘we cannot work with the left’,” Asahi Shimbun, September 30, 2017, Morning ed., p. 2.)
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(Niwa, Fumio, “Abe’s Foreign Policy and Japan-US-China relations: the ‘Honeymoon Period’,”
Journal of World Affairs, Vol. 61 No. 5, May 2013, p. 117.)
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