
BREEDING SOUNDNESS EXAMINATION (BSE)

The breeding soundness examination (BSE) involves a complete and 

systematic evaluation of the reproductive potential of a given male.

2. Mating ability

3. Libido

1. General physical examination

4. Inspection and palpation of the genital organs

5. Assessment of sperm production and quality
https://www.ntnews.com.au/business/

https://www.ntnews.com.au/busi

ness/

https://www.ntnews.com.au/business/most-virile-bull-in-the-world-produced-24m-doses-of-semen-during-his-stellar-career/news-story/0ff6be6b6d3549e27eb67955eabaac7f


WHY BSE

Structural soundness

Genetical Traits (Genotype & Phenotype)

Herd Health

Fertility

Service capacity

Estimated Breeding value (EBVs)

Estimated Progengy Differences DVs

Stud selection

Population management

Genetic selection

Preservation strategies

Deciding for future



1. General physical examination
History

Initial Observation

Examination (Head to toe)

External reproductive organs

Internal reproductive organs

Visual examination

Hand-on examination

Complete description (ID, Name, age, breed, health, total rep. history) 

Attitude, senses, Hair coat, Gait, posture, BCS, Conformation,  

Inspection, Palpation, Measurement,

Thermal and USG monitoring

Pre-copulatory, copulatory and post copulatory

GENERAL PHYSICAL EXAMINATION



FCI pedigreeDairy bulls Pedigree

International passport



1. General physical examination

Hand-on examination Visual Examination



HOW TO GET CLOSE ?



GENERAL PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

HearingSense of sight Smell

Touch

Anxiety Aggression



GENERAL PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION

Body Condition score (BCS)

Productivity, reproduction and health

Nutritional deficiencies, health problems and

improper herd management 

Evaluation of fat 

Extreme low and high BCS Abnormal spermDecrease libido Service capacity



High BCS

Hypogonado trophic hypogonadism

a reduction in sex hormone 

binding globulin (SHBG)

production by the liver

Greater adipocyte aromatase activity

Resulting in an increase in the conversion of

testosterone to estradiol

Altered hypothalamic and pituitary negative 

feedback

Low T

OBESE



GENERAL PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION

Body Condition score (BCS)



GENERAL PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/equine/body-condition-score



GOOD CONFORMATION



GOOD CONFORMATION

Over his lifetime Toystory produced 2.4 million units of semen

$60, 2009

$1000, 2020



Abnormal Gait

Rupture of flexure tendon

GENERAL PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION

Long toes

Locomotor problem ?



Abnormal Gait

GENERAL PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION

Spider leg syndrome

chondrodysplasia

Hereditery problem ?



Abnormal Gait

GENERAL PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION

Enzootic ataxia

Incoordination of the pelvic limbs and difficulty in locomotion

Copper def.

Opistotone B12

Disease or digestive problem ?


