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An organized write up showing previous work done concerning a research topic

A synthesis and analysis of the relevant published work, linked at all times to your own purpose and 
rationale.

The aim:
To make sure that you have a good grasp of the main published work concerning a particular 

topic or question in your research area



A good literature review is…

• Critical of what has been written
• Identifies areas of controversy
• Raises questions
• Identifies areas which need further research.
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According to Caulley (1992) of La Trobe University, the literature 
review should do the following: 
• compare and contrast different authors' views on an issue 
• group authors who draw similar conclusions
• criticise aspects of methodology
• note areas in which authors are in disagreement 
• highlight exemplary studies
• highlight gaps in research
• show how your study relates to previous studies
• show how your study relates to the literature in general 
• conclude by summarising what the literature says 
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The general purposes of the review are to help you : 

qdefine and limit the problem you are working on 

qplace your study in an historical perspective

qavoid unnecessary duplication

qevaluate promising research methods

qrelate your findings to previous knowledge and suggest further research 
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How to review the literature?
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Classic 
Sources

Books

Encylopedias, 
Dictionaries

Web pages like 
Wikipedia 
(Eng., TR)

Text Books Year books

Up to date 
sources

Journals

Periodicals Thesis Research 
Project reports

Proceedings



Books
• University Libraries 

• Catalogues
• e-books
• Online (kütüphane.ankara.edu.tr)

• Book Review Index

• Book stores (+ online sales platforms)

• Publishers

• Google Books
• (www.books.google.com)

• National Libraries (https://kasif.mkutup.gov.tr)
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By subscribing websites such as 
www.ebrary.com or singlelogin.org, books on the 
subject can be accessed and read on the 
internet.
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Other online sources for books
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Classic 
Sources

Books

Encylopedias, 
Dictionaries

Web pages like 
Wikipedia 
(Eng., TR)

Text Books Year books

Up to date 
sources

Journals

Periodicals Thesis Research 
Project reports

Proceedings



• They provide the most up-to-date information

• You can:
• Locate the hard copies of the journals 
• Look at citation or abstract indices
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Up to date sources
Journals



Some Discipline-Specific Scientific Electronic Databases

• Index medicus,
• Pubmed, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
• Embase / Excerpta Medica
• Index Copernicus
• ULAKBIM/ TR Dizin
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Ulrichsweb
A general database 
for interdisciplinary 

periodicals.

Directory of 
Open Access 

Journals (DOAJ)

A community-
curated online 

directory of peer-
reviewed open 

access journals

Scopus
One of the largest 
citation databases 
of peer-reviewed 

literature

Web of Science 
One of the largest 

global citation 
databases

Academic 
Search 

(EBSCO)

Full-text database 
of scientific journal, 

journal and 
newspaper articles.

Turkish electronic database

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed


Up-to-date sources
Surveying the Theses at Universities in Turkey

üMaster's and pHD theses made in the Graduate Education Institutes of 
Turkish Universities (Health, Social Sciences, Educational Sciences etc.) are 
sent to the Thesis Center of the Council of Higher Education and published 
on the web page. These are mostly open-access in summary or full text 
(http://tez2.yok.gov. tr ).
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https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=6E03D4C6B5A20148294B51C47EBF7630Thesis in UK Universities: 



Up-to-date sources
Periodicals

vIn accordance with the laws and regulations, all scientific journals 
published in Turkey are obliged to send their publications to the 
Directorate of National Library. The National Library indexes these 
publications and makes them accessible to researchers via a web 
page.

v(www.mkutup.gov.tr Catalogue of periodicals). 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Doğukan ÖZEN 36

http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/
http://www.mkutup.gov.tr/


Up-to-date sources
Other sources
• Research Project Reports
• Information on research supported by TUBITAK, Universities Scientific Research 
Funds, and Other Institutions and Organizations in Turkey can be obtained from the 
web pages of institutions and organizations. Reports and technical reports on 
research supported by these funds can be examined by applying to relevant 
institutions and organizations, and information on scientific developments can be 
obtained.
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• Congress Symposium Proceedings
– Abstracts or full texts of the papers presented at the National and International Congresses and 
Symposiums are published in the proceedings booklets.

• Browsing Personal and Corporate Websites
– By indexing the web pages of scientists working in the field or by sending messages to their e-
mail addresses, the researcher's publications, articles or opinions on the relevant subject can be 
accessed. In addition, suggestions can be asked from a researcher.



Up-to-date sources
Other sources

• Year Books
• Accredited institutions in the fields of Economy, Social Sciences and Medical 
Sciences in Turkey and in the World, TurkSTAT, Unions, TOBB, ISE, Ministries, 
Hospitals, Clinics, Banks etc. Every year, they present the latest applications, 
changes, new approaches in the field of science to the users by preparing the annual 
services. Summary information, statistics and some data on the practices made in 
these annuals are published. Researchers can benefit from these publications.
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