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Body Paragraphs

 Body paragraphs are the place to develop your topic and prove your 

points. You should organize body paragraphs according to some sort of 

pattern, such as chronological order or comparison/contrast. 

 A basic pattern for essays is logical division of ideas. In this pattern, you 

divide your topic into subtopics and then discuss each subtopic in a 

separate paragraph. 

 Logical division is an appropriate pattern for explaining causes, reasons, 

types, lands, qualities, methods, advantages, and disadvantages.
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 The thesis statement of a logical division essay often indicates the number

of subtopics:

Native Americans have made valuable contributions to modern U.S. culture 

in four main areas.

Inflation has three causes.

 The thesis statement may even name the specific subtopics:

a. Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to modern 

U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art, food, and 

government.

b. Inflation has three causes: excessive government spending, unrestrained

consumer borrowing, and an increase in the supply of paper money 
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 Paired conjunctions (both . .. and, not only . .. but also) are an especially 

effective way to list two subtopics:

c. Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people in the 

United States not only in their choice of lifestyle but also in their choice of 

careers.

d. Puppies, like children, need both love and discipline to become 

responsible members of society. 
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 A colon (:) is often useful before lists of two, three, or more subtopics in a 

thesis statement:

e. Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people in the 

United States in three areas: where they live, whom they marry, and what 

their job is.

f. The Father of Psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud, believed that the human 

mind had three separate parts: the id, the ego, and the superego. 
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 A thesis is the most important sentence in your essay, so write it with special 

thought and care. Avoid these common problems: 

 Problem 1: The thesis is too general. 



9



 Problem 2: The thesis makes a simple announcement. 

 Problem 3: The thesis states an obvious fact.
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 Linking paragraphs with transitions helps your reader see how the subtopics 

are related. Link one paragraph to the next by adding a transition to the 

topic sentence of the second paragraph. This transition may be a single 

word, a phrase, or a dependent clause that repeats or summarizes the 

main idea in the preceding paragraph.
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The Concluding Paragraph

 The conclusion is the final paragraph in an essay. It has three purposes.

1. It signals the end of the essay. To do so, begin your conclusion with a

transition signal. 

2. It reminds your reader of your main points, which you can do in one of 

two ways: You can

• summarize your subtopics.

• paraphrase your thesis.

3. It leaves your reader with your final thoughts on the topic. This is your

opportunity to convey a strong, effective message that your reader will

remember. 
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Essay Outlining

 Because an essay is long, it is important to organize and plan before you 

begin to write. The best way to do this is to make an outline. An outline not 

only organizes your thoughts, but it also keeps you on track once you begin 

to write. 

 A formal outline has a system of numbers and letters such as the following.

In other fields of study, different systems are used.

 Roman numerals I, II, and III number the major sections of an essay

(introduction, body, conclusion)

Capital letters A, B, C, D, and so on label the body paragraphs.

Numerals 1,2,3,4, and so on number the subpoints in each
paragraph.

Small letters a, b, c, d, and so on label the specific supporting details. 
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Review

 These are the important points covered in this chapter.

 Main Parts of an Essay
1. An essay has three main parts: an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.
• The introductory paragraph consists of two parts: a few general statements
to attract your reader's attention and a thesis statement to state your main
idea. A thesis statement may also name the major subdivisions of the topic,
and it may indicate how you will organize the essay.
• The body of an essay discusses the subtopics, one by one. It contains as
many paragraphs as necessary to explain all subtopics.
• The concluding paragraph reminds your reader of what you have said.
In it, you summarize your main ideas or paraphrase your thesis. You may
also make a final comment on the topic for your reader to remember.
2. Use the logical division of ideas pattern to divide a topic into separate
paragraphs.
3. Link paragraphs with transitions; that is, show how one paragraph is related
to the next by using appropriate transition words, phrases, or clauses.
4. Prepare an outline to organize your ideas before you begin to write.
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