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Argumentative Essays

 An argumentative essay is an essay in which you agree or disagree with an 

issue, using reasons to support your opinion. 

 Your goal is to convince your reader that your opinion is right.

 In a general writing test such as the TOEFL exam, you might encounter 

questions such as these: 

 The U.S. Declaration of Independence states that "all men are created 

equal.« Agree or disagree with this statement. Support your opinion with 

reasons and examples.

 «The most important element in a friendship is trust.» Agree or disagree with 

this statement. Support your opinion with reasons and examples. 
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 What is unique about an argumentative essay is that you do not just give 

reasons to support your point of view. You must also discuss the other side's 

reasons and then rebut them. (Rebut means to point out problems with the 

other side's reasons to prove that they are not good reasons.) 
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Organization of argumentative essays

 You can use a block pattern or a point-by-point pattern. 
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The Introductory Paragraph

 The introductory paragraph of an essay contains an explanation of the 

issue, which is a necessary part of an argumentative essay. 

 However, you may also begin an argumentative essay with a more 

engaging introduction with surprising statistics or with a dramatic story. 

THESIS STATEMENT:

 The thesis statement in an argumentative essay states clearly which side 

you are for: 

Example: In my opinion, stem cell research should receive the full support 

of our government. 
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 A thesis statement often mentions the opposing point of view. Notice that 

the writer's opinion is expressed in the main (independent) clause, and the 

opposing point of view is normally put into a subordinate structure. 


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 Use expressions such as the following to introduce opposing points of view. 

 Some people feel that the United States should have a national health care 

plan like Canada's.

 Smokers say that they have a right to smoke.

 Then, connect the opposing point of view to your own with transition signals 

of contrast.

 Some people feel that the United States should have a national health 

care plan like Canada's; however, others feel that government should stay 

out of the health care business.

 Smokers say that they have a right to smoke in spite of the fact that/despite

the fact that smoking will kill them.
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 Add an opposing point of view to the following thesis statement.

 1. Doctors or family members should never be allowed to «pull the plug.«

 Although some people believe that doctors and family members should 
never be allowed to "pull the plug," I believe that it is sometimes more 

humane to do so.

 2. Television is the worst invention of modern times. 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Supporting Arguments

 Think of two or three supporting arguments for each thesis statement. 

1. Censorship of the arts is always wrong.

a. Freedom to express oneself is a fundamental right stated in the U.S. Bill of

Rights.

b. Public morality is relative -what is objectionable in some cultures is

acceptable in others.

c. Many masterpieces -books, sculptures, and paintings- would be banned.

 2. Despite the fact that education's primary responsibility is to train minds,

not bodies, I believe that schools should require students to practice a sport

at least one hour each day. 

a.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Review

 1. An argumentative essay is a kind of essay in which you try to persuade

your reader to agree with your opinion about a controversial topic.

 2. An argumentative essay contains these five elements:

• An explanation of the issue

• A clear thesis statement

• A summary of the opposing arguments

• Rebuttals to the opposing arguments

• Your own arguments

 3. Use either a block pattern or a point-by-point pattern. Be sure to include 
the opposite point of view as well as your own.

 4. Use contrast transition signals to connect opposing arguments and your

counter-arguments.
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Writing Practice

 Choose topic 1 or 2 and write an argumentative essay.

 1. Agree or disagree with the following statement:

It is worth the expense and risk to make a manned flight to Mars.

 2. Agree or disagree with the following statement:

The future status of English as the global language is assured.
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 Writing an argumentative essay requires especially careful planning.

 Step 1 Clarify in your mind what the two sides of the argument are. Decide

which side you agree with.

 Step 2 Write a thesis statement. Your thesis statement can state either just
your point of view or both points of view.

 Step 3 Research the topic to get ideas and supporting reasons for both 

sides of the argument. 

 Step 4 Decide whether you will use block or point-by-point organization.

 Step 5 Write your first draft. Write an explanatory or an attention-getting
introduction, as you prefer 

 Step 8 Make changes if necessary and write a final copy to hand in to your

instructor. 
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