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the U.N. Command, and assured the Communists that the U.N. side conducted
its negotiations for an armistice in good faith. At the same time, they made it
known to the Chinese government that the U.S. government condemned Rhee's
action, and the U.N. side offered an explanation to the Communist side at
Panmunjom.

At this juncture, the Communists launched massive attacks against forward
bases on the eastern front held by South Korean troops. Meanwhile, Robertson
arrived in Seoul where several meetings with Rhee were held from June 27 in
order to secure his concessions. Robertson made it quite clear that if Rhee were
to remain intransigent on his refusal to honor the truce, the UN. would get out
of Korea and that, furthermore, the U.N. was ready to make an agreement with
the Communists with or without the consent of the South Korean government.

When Rhee secured the American agreement for economic and military
assistance, including a mutual defense treaty, on July 9, he submitted a written
statement to Robertson stating that although he could not sign the armistice,
“we shall not obstruct it, so long as no measures or actions taken under the
armistice are detrimental to our national survival. He promised that he would
“cooperate fully and earnestly in the political and peaceful achievement of
reunification of our nation” and that South Korea's armed forces would be kept
under the U.N. Command without specifying a time limit.

The Korean Armistice. 'The Korean armistice was signed at 10 AM., July 27,
1953 (Korean time) at Panmunjom by Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison,
representing the U.N. Command, and Gen. Nam Il of North Korea, representing
the communist side. The signing ceremony lasted twelve minutes. They
walked in the room quietly, signed the documents, and walked out quietly,
without handshake, ending the bloody war that had lasted three years. The
fighting was to cease at 10 P.M. that night. The armistice was endorsed by Gen.
Mark Clark, U.N. Command, and Marshal Kim Il-sung of North Korea and
Chinese commander of “volunteers Peng Dehuai at their respective real
headquarters.

With the signing of the truce, the 150-mile-long zig-zagging truce (military
demarcation) line was established, and on each side of the line a mile-and-half
(two kilometers) wide demilitarized zone (DMZ) was set up. According to the
armistice agreement, the Military Armistice Commission consisting of ten
members was established. It included five members appointed by the U.N.
Command, five by the Supreme Commander of the People's Army of North
Korea, and the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. The primary
mission of the Military Armistice Commission was to supervise the
implementation of the armistice agreement and to settle through negotiations
any violation of the armistice agreement. In addition, the armistice agreement
established 2 Neutral Nations Armistice Supervisory Commission of four senior
officers. Two of the members of this commission were of neutral nations
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nominated by the U.N. Command and two of the neutral nations nominated
jointly by the Supreme Commander of North Korea's People's Army and the
Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. Eventually, Sweden and
Switzerland were nominated by the Communist side as “neutral” member
nations of this commission whose primary mission was to carry out the function
of supervision, observation, inspection, and investigation, as stipulated in the
armistice agreement.

With the armistice, North Korea lost a sizeable mountainous area in the east
while gaining a small but fertile rice growing area in the west, including the city
of Kaesong.

Some time after the armistice was signed, a Korean poet, Chang Ho-gang,
wrote a poem entitled “The Demilitarized Zone” and lamented as follows:

Here is the cross-road of Hell,

Under the white clouds floating below the blue stars,

Where the red lumps of flesh,

And the dark-red clods of iron,

Burnt aflame continuously and fell down.

Though the powder smoke that covered the battlefield was now cleared.

In the valleys and passes where the mist is now cleared,

There is no single pine tree where birds may dwell,

Not a wild chrysanthemum where bees or butterflies may stop.

Is it because the heat of the earth is already cooled off,

Or the bullet-scars are too deep in the naked surface of the earth?

Even though the wild bush grew into a faded grace

In the front garden of Panmunjom,

What nightmare are you going to plot again?

You, the Demilitarized Zone, entangled with barbed wire,

155 miles from the east to the west,

And four kilometers from the south to the north?
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Climbing up the blue mossy rocks,

Under the maples all over the mountain

How long must I keep standing here, face to face,

Vacantly with you, the fallen leaves as my friend,

As if | were a fading pine tree of drooping branches?

The exchange of prisoners-of-war known as “Operation Big Switch” was
carried out under the supervision of the U.N. Neutral Nations Repatriation
Commission. It was begun on August 5, 1953, with the handing over of 75,823
Communist prisoners (3,460 Chinese) who wished to be repatriated. The
Communist side turned over 12,773 U.N. prisoners (3,597 Americans and 7,862
South Koreans) who wished to be repatriated. Some 22,604 POWs who failed
to make any decision were turned over to the Neutral Nations Repatriation
Commission. Of these, only 349 U.N. prisoners and some 22,118 Communist
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prisoners who refused repatriation eventually elected to settle either in South
Korea or Taiwan.

While a sizeable U.N. troop contingent (mostly Americans) remained in South
Korea following the armistice, all Chinese PLA troops had left North Korea by
the end of 1958.

Meanwhile, the South Korean government returned to Seoul for the second
time on August 15, 1953, this time to remain there permanently.

Among other things, the armistice provided that three months after the
agreement was signed and became effective, a political conference of both sides
should be held to settle the question of the withdrawal of all foreign troops and
the “peaceful settlement of the Korean question.” The political conference was
held at Panmunjom in October 1953, but it broke down in December. It was
then decided at the foreign ministers' conference of the Allies in Berlin in
February 1954 that the Geneva Conference be convened to seek a peaceful
settlement of the Korean issue.

The Geneva Conference began on April 26, 1954, attended by sixteen U.N.
members which had sent troops to Korea, plus South Korea, North Korea,
China, and the Soviet Union. However, the Conference collapsed when North
Korea and its allies refused to recognize the authority and competence of the
U.N. to deal with the Korean issues, and rejected the proposal made by the U.N.
Command that U.N. Forces should remain in Korea until the U.N. mission had
been accomplished by the creation of a unified, independent, and democratic
Korea.

When no agreement was reached on Korea at Geneva, primarily because of
the rejection by North Korea and its allies of the proposals made by South Korea
and its allies, the sixteen nations which had fought in the Korean War issued a
declaration stating that the United nations was fully empowered to take
collective action to repel aggression, to restore peace and security, to extend its
good offices to seek a peaceful settlement in Korea, and that genuinely free
elections should be held under United Nations supervision for the purpose of
establishing an all-Korean national assembly in which representaticn should be
in direct proportion to the indigenous population in the north and the south.

When the Geneva Conference broke up on June 20, and despite the
declaration of the sixteen nations, President Rhee, who had been reluctant to
accept the truce, expressed his wish to see resumption of the war to unify
Korea. However, the U.N. General Assembly passed a resolution in November
1955 declaring that the armistice should remain in force until superseded by an
agreement for a peaceful settlement of the Korean question. Thus, the question
of reunification was postponed sine die.

The Impact of the Korean War. The war had devastating effects on both North
and South Korea. During the occupation of South Korea by the North Korean
Communists, some 400,000 South Korean students and youths were forcibly
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mobilized into the North Korean military units as ‘volunteers, and many of
them died on the battlefield, while 128,936 South Korean civilians were
massacred by the Communist troops as ‘enemies of the people.” Toward the
end of the war, some 84,523 South Koreans were taken captive to North Korea.
Among them were well-known South Korean leaders such as Kim Kyu-shik,
Cho So-ang, An Chae-hong, Chong In-bo, and Yi Kwang-su. Thousands of
students who had been mobilized into the military were also taken to North
Korea while hundreds of artists, writers and others defected to the North.

The Korean War caused an enormous loss of human life as well as property
damage: 157,500 American casualties, including 33,629 dead; 14,505 casualties
(3,188 deaths) of other U.N. troops; and 225,784 South Korean soldiers killed,
717,073 wounded, and 43,572 missing. Some 373,599 South Korean civilians
were killed, over 229,652 were wounded, and 387,744 were listed as missing.
The war produced an estimated 100,000 orphans and over 600,000 war-widows
in South Korea alone. The capital city of Seoul was practically destroyed as
several other major cities suffered similar destruction. The reality of this
devastating war would soon become apparent to the Americans at home as
planeloads of orphan babies and young children adopted by American families
later began to arrive in the United States.

The casualties on the part of North Korean troops were 294,151 dead, 229,849
wounded, and 91,206 missing. It was estimated that some 406,000 North
Korean civilians were killed and one million were wounded. In addition,
900,000 Chinese troops were reported to have been killed, 711,872 wounded,
and 21,836 were listed as missing. North Korea's capital of Pyongyang was
virtually destroyed and many other large cities, industrial plants, hydroelectric
power facilities, and rail transportation systems were badly damaged. Over L5
million North Koreans were reported to have fled to the south during the war,
creating a refugee problem on a scale that could not have been imagined.

The war that the North Koreans launched to unify the country by force failed
to achieve its goal. It only caused tremendous human suffering and property
loss and also created bitter animosities between the people of north and south.
The war left behind a legacy which was detrimental to later efforts to bring
about the reunification of the divided land as Panmunjom became a truce
village where a joint security area of North Korea and U.N. Forces was
established.

When the Korean armistice was ready to be signed, the South Korean
government, either disregarding or failing to realize possible long-term
consequences, refused to sign the truce document. By doing so, the South
Korean government refused to recognize either North Korea or Communist
China, and created a serious impediment to the establishment of diplomatic
relations with the People's Republic of China in the future, as well as any
amicable negotiations between Seoul and Pyongyang for peaceful reunification
of Korea.




