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1924 yili Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarihi agisindan son derece 6nemli
bir yildir. 30 Agustos 1922°de Biiyiik Zafer’in kazanilmasi ve bunu
takiben Mudanya Miitarekesi’nin imzalanmasiyla birlikte Atatiirk
Devrimi’'nin “Bagimsizlik Savasi evresi” zaferle sona ermis, 1 Kasim
1922’de saltanatin kaldirilmas: ve daha sonra Cumhuriyet’in ilan1 ile
ise yeni bir donem basglamigti. Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iin “Ttrk ulu-
sunu ¢agdas ve uygar bir toplum haline getirmek’ amaciyla baslat-
mis oldugu “devrimler” dénemi... Ulu Onder, gagdaslasma hareketini,
Kurtulus Savast’nin kazanilmasinda ve yeni devletin kurulug asamasin-
da oldugu gibi son derece zor kosullar altinda baslatmis ve sonugta
basariya ulasmistir. 1924 yili ise, Ata’nin akla ve bilime dayali ¢agdas
bir diizene ulasmak amaciyla en 6nemli devrimlerini gergeklestirdigi
bir donem olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

3 Mart 1924°de halifelikle birlikte Ser’iyye ve Evkaf vekaletlerinin
de kaldirilmasiyla yeni Tirk Devleti “laik devlet” olma ydniinde
onemli bir asama kaydetmistir. Yine ayni tarihte Tevhid-i Tedrisat
yasasinin kabulii ile ise eZitim laiklestirilerek ¢agdas bir devlet olabil-
menin O6n kosullarindan birisi-daha gergeklestirilmistir. Tiim bunlara
ek olarak, ruhunda Cumhuriyet ilkelerinin yer aldigt 20 Nisan 1924
Anayasasi'nin kabulii ile “hukuk devleti” olma yolunda ¢agdas bir
adim daha atilmistir. Ancak, devlet yapisini, hukuk sistemini, egitimi-
ni statik kaliplardan gikararak aklin ve bilimin 1s1Zinda ¢agin gerektir-
digi duruma getirmeyi amaglayan, 6ziinde laik anlayis olan bu kdkten
degisiklikler baz gevrelerin tepkisini de beraberinde getirecektir. Iste
1924 Kasim’inda kurulan Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkasi, bu ger-
¢egin bir ifadesi olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ne mutlu ki, sonunda kay-
beden taraf cagdaslasma karsitlar1 olmustur.

Yeni kurulan devletteki bu yeni olusumlar, bir yandan igeride
yakindan izlenirken, diger yandan disarida da yankilarim siirdiiriiyor-
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du. Yabanct iilkeler, temsilcileri aracilifiyla, yeni kurulan Tirkiye
Cumhuriyeti'ndeki son gelismeler hakkinda siirekli bilgi aliyorlardi.
Iste Ingiliz Disisleri Bakanlig1 Arsivi'nde buldugumuz 1 Haziran 1925
tarihli rapor, yukaridaki degerlendirmemizi kanitlayici nitelikte bir
belgedir!. Tiirkiye’de gorev yapan Ingiliz Biiyiikelgisi Lindsay’in in-
giliz Digisleri Bakant Austen Chamberlain’e Tirkiye’nin 1924 yilin-
daki genel durumuna iliskin gonderdigi rapor, sekiz ana boliimden
olusmaktadir®>. Ancak biz burada, Biiyiikelgi Lindsay’in i¢ politikaya
iliskin gézlemlerinin ve degerlendirmelerinin ilging yonlerini irdele-
meye c¢alisacagiz.

I- Halifeligin kaldirilmasindan onceki gelismeler

Ingiliz Biiyiikelgisi Lindsay, raporunun basinda Cumbhuriyet’in
ilamyla birlikte halifenin durumunun sorun haline geldigini &nemle
vurgulamaktadir. Aralik 1923’tin baslarinda Aga Han’in mektubunun
Tiirk basimnda yaymnlanmasi ve bunu takiben Istanbul’a bir Istiklal
Mahkemesi gonderilmesine karar verilmesini Lindsay, “gazeteciler
ve digerleri i¢in, hiikiimetin istedigi zaman uygun olmayan muhalefeti
bastirmaya hazir oldugu yolunda uyarisi” seklinde degerlendirmekte-
dir®. Ug ay sonra (1924 Subat’mda) Mustafa Kemal Pasa tarafindan
Istanbul gazetelerinin editorleri (muhafazakdr ve islamct Tevhid-i
Efkar’dan Velid Bey’in disinda) Izmir’e davet edilmisler* ve bu goriis-

1 FO 371/10870 / E 3338 /3338 /44, Biiyiikelgi Lindsay’den Ingiliz Disisleri Ba-
kani Chamberlain’e istanbul, 1 Haziran 1925 tarihli “Annual Report on Turkey” bas-
likli rapor.

2 Boliimlerin basliklar1 soyledir: ic Tsler, Dis Isler, Lozan Antlasmasi’'nin uygulan-
mas1, Ingiliz gikarlari, Denizcilik, Ordu, Havacilik, Ekonomik, mali ve sosyal isler.

3 Ismailiyye Mezhebi Baskan1 Aga Han ve Emir Ali'nin Londra’dan ismet Pasa’
ya “halifeligin korunmasr” konusunda yazdiklar1 24.11.1923 tarihli mektup, ismet Pasa’
nin eline gegmeden Tanin, Tkdam ve Tevhid-i Efkar gazetelerinde yaymlanmisti. Hiikii-
met, mektubun yayinlanmasint Anayasa’ya aykiri gorerek suclularin yargilanmasi ve
merkezi Istanbul’da bulunan halifelik yanlist, Cumhuriyet aleyhtarligi ve casusluk yapan
gizli bir 6rgitiin varligini arastirmak amactyla Istanbul’a bir istiklal Mahkemesi gonder-
me karar1 almigt. Hasan Riza Soyak, Atatiirk’ten Hatiralar I, istanbul, 1973, s. 209-213.
Bu konuda ayrica bkz. Yusuf Hikmet Bayur, Tirkiye Devletinin Dig Siyasast, Ankara,
1973, s. 153-157.

4 Istanbul’daki Istiklal Mahkemesi’nde beraat edenlerle birlikte diger Istanbul ga-
zetelerinin bas yazarlar1i Mustafa Kemal’e bagvurarak kendisiyle goriigmek istemigler, is-
teklerinin kabul edilmesi iizerine 2 Subat 1924 giinii Istanbul’dan izmir’e hareket etmis-
lerdi. Seyahate katilanlar arasinda istiklal Mahkemesi’nde yargilanip beraat eden Hiise-
yin Cahit Bey (Tanin), Velid Bey (Tevhid-i Efkar) ve Ahmet Cevdet Bey (Ikdam) de bu-
lunuyordu. Ancak Velid Bey, 1 Subat 1924 tarihli gazetesinde, gergege aykir olarak, ziya-
retin “bagka yerden izhar olunan arzu iizerine yapilacagini” yazdigi igin goriismeye kabul
edilmemisti. Soyak, s. 214, 223, 240-241. Ayr. bkz. Ahmet Emin Yalman, Yakin Tarihte
Gordiiklerim ve Gegirdiklerim, C. III, 1970, s. 102-103.
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meden elde edilen bilgilere gére Gazi’nin halife hakkinda soyledikleri
pek de olumlu degildir. Lindsay, Cumhurbaskani’nin asag1 yukar: ayni
tarihlerde Izmir’de diizenlenen Savas Oyunlari’na katilan generallerle
toplantt yapmasimnt ise “Cumhurbaskant her zamanki gibi ihtiyath
hareket ederek, ¢ikmak tizere olan krizden 6nce kolordu komutanlari-
nin ve birliklerinin sadakatinden emin olmak istiyordu.” seklinde
yorumlamaktadir®. Raporda, ayrica, halifeligin kaldirilacagimin be-
lirtilerinden s6z edilerek krizin ¢ok yakin oldugu, basinin sesinin kes-
kinlestigi, halife ve Osmanli Sarayi’na yonelik sozlii saldirilarin arttig
ve Cumhuriyet rejiminin korunabilmesi i¢in halifeligin yan1 swra dini
okullar, seriat mahkemeleri ve diger dini kurumlarin da ortadan kal-
dirilmast gerektigi yolunda oneriler yapildigi, ayrica parlamentoda ve
Halk Partisi toplantilarinda yapilan konusmalarm daha atesli hale
geldigi belirtilmektedir. Tiim bu gelismelere ilaveten, Mustafa Kemal’
in Meclis’te yaptigi 1 Mart 1924 tarihli konusmaya, Halk Partisi’nin
2 Mart tarihli toplantisinda halifeligin, Ser’iyye, Evkaf ve Erkan’it Har-
biye vekaletlerinin kaldirilmasi ile egitim ve 6gretimin birlestirilmesine
iliskin yapilan goriismelere ve 3 Mart’ta halifeli§in kaldirilmasindan
sonra halifenin yurt digina g¢ikarilmasiyla ilgili islemlere de oldukga
6nemli bir yer verilmistir.

Belgeye gore halifeligin kaldirilmast ve Osmanlh hanedaninin
yurt digina gikarilmasi, Tiirk ve Tslam tarihinde kavranmasi giig so-
nuglara sahip yeni bir donemi belirlemektedir. Saltanatin kaldiril-
masma karsin halifeligin bir siire korunmas Itilaf Devletleri’ne bagh
Miislimanlar: etkilemis, ancak Avrupa’nin silahli baski tehdidinin or-
tadan kalkmasiyla birlikte halifeligin kaldirilmas: olayr “halifenin
amaglanan islevi gordiigli ve bunun bir ¢ocugun yiiziinden maskesini
diistirmesine benzedigi”’ seklinde degerlendirilmistir.

II- Halifeligin kaldinlmasina tepkiler ve Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet
Firkas:

Biiyiikelgi, 1924 yili boyunca Ankara’nin parlamento atmosferi-
nin disinda halifeligin kaldirilmasina herhangi bir tepki gosterilmedigini
belirtmekte ve buna neden olarak bir yandan hiikiimetin kararli tav-

5 Atatiirk, Nutuk’ta bu konuyu soyle anlatmaktadir: “... Savas oyunu dolayisiyla
ismet Pasa ve Milli Savunma Bakami bulunan Kazim Pasa da izmir’e gelmislerdi. Genel-
kurmay Bagkani Fevzi Pasa da daha dnce orada bulunuyordu. Hepimiz halifeligin kaldi-
rilmasi gerektigi goriigiinde idik. Bununla birlikte Digisleri ve Evkaf Bakanliklarini da kal-
dirmak ve 6gretimi birlestirmek kararinda idik.” Gazi Mustafa Kemal (Atatiirk), Nutuk-
Soylev (1920-1927), C.II, Ankara, TTK, 1984, s. 1129.
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rini, diger yandan kitlelerin bitkinligini ve kayitsizligint géstermektedir;
bu onemli degisimin, daha Once kaygilanildigi gibi, tilkeden yeni
siirgiinler yapilmasint ve Istiklal mahkemelerinin kurulmasini1 gerek-
tirmedigini, ancak i¢ reformlar1 gergeklestirmek amaciyla zararl bir
unsurun Tirk sisteminden ¢ikarilmasi igin biiyiik risklere girmis olan
Tiirklerin baska hi¢bir Miisliiman devletin halifelik silahini lider olmak
amactyla kullanmasmma izin vermeyeceklerini de 6zellikle vurgulamak-
tadir.

Lindsay, halifeligin kaldiriimasindan memnun olmayan bazi mil-
letvekillerinin 4 Mast’taki “laik” zaferden kisa bir siire sonra Ismet
Pasa kabinesine kars: giiglii bir muhalefet olusturduklarini, hatta dort
bakanin feda edilmesini istediklerini ve 6zellikle 1924 Anayasasi goriis-
melerinde cumhurbaskaninin yasama tizerindeki veto ve feshetme hak-
lar1 konusunda oldukga yogun tartismalara neden olduklarini, sonugta
hiikiimetin ve cumhurbaskanmninin yavas yavas geri g¢ekildiklerini,
Gazi’'nin kendisini tiim tartismalardan uzak tutarak sorunlarm rayi-
na oturmasina izin verir goriindiigiinii raporda belirtmektedir®. Gazi’
nin bu tutumu Ingiliz biiyiikelgisi tarafindan soyle degerlendirilmis-
tir: “... Belki, milletvekillerinin halifelik sorununda yeterince zor-
landigint ve onlar1 daha fazla zorlamanin bardag: tasiran son damla
olacagini hissetti, ya da Anayasa’da kagit tizerinde hangi engeller
Ontine konulursa konulsun, kendisi igin 6nemli olan konularda higbir
seyin onu durduramayacagimm diistindii.””’

Anayasa’nin kabuliinden sonraki donem ise oldukga elestirel
bir dille kaleme alinmis; soyle ki tiim okul ve mahkemeler kaldirilir-

6 ismet inonii, anilarinda, saltanatin kaldirlmasinin daha kolay oldugunu, halife-
ligin kaldirilmasinda ise daha ¢ok zorlandiklarint ve bu olayin daha sonra ¢ikacak anlas-
mazliklarin baslica kaynagi oldugunu yazar: ayrica, Mart’in ilk giinlerinden Nisan baslari-
na kadar siiren Anayasa tartismalarinda, cumhurbaskaninin seimlerin yenilenmesine ka-
rar verme hakkina itiraz edildigini, uzun tartismalardan sonra Atatiirk’iin bundan vaz-
gectigini, cumhurbaskaninin kanunlari veto, hakkinin ise bazi degisikliklerle kabul edildi-
gini belirtir. ismet inonii, Hatwralar, 2. Kitap, Ankara, 1987, s. 188-189.

7 ismet Inonii, anilarinda, Atatiirk’iin bu konuyla ilgili olarak kendisine sdyledigi
su sozleri hatirlatiyor: “Ne ¢ikar bunlardan? O neticeye vardim ki, biiyiik dnem vermemek
lazim. Veto edeceksin, yine Meclisten ¢ikacak. Sayet Mecliste aksi bir cereyan hasil olursa,
bunlar ¢are degil. Esas mesele, Mecliste saglam bir ¢okluga sahip olmaktir... Mecliste
cogunlugumuz varsa, yani memlekette goklukla segilme imkdnmmuz varsa, istedigimizi
yaptirabilir, istemedigimiz seylere mani olabiliriz. Mesela, kanunlar anayasaya mutabik
olmak lazimdir. Anayasanin hitkmii budur. Bir kanun anayasaya uygun mudur, aykiri
mudir? Buna karar verecek olan yine Meclistir. Bdyle olunca, her hangi bir meselede bir

dogru neticeye varmak, Meclis ¢ogunlugunun bulunmasina ve o ¢ogunlugun egilimine
bagh bir meseledir.” A.g.e., s. 189-190.
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ken yerlerine gegecek kurumlarin diisiiniilmedigine deginilerek imar,
mali sistem, egitim, yarg! orgiitii, aile hukuku gibi konularin acil ola-
rak ele alinmasi gerektigi belirtilmistir. “Istanbul ile Ankara arasinda
kuvvetli ve kokli bir zitlasmanin siyasal durumun belirgin 6zelligi
haline geldigi”’ yolundaki gézlem ise Mustafa Kemal’in Agustos ve
Eyliil aylarinda yaptig1 yurt igi gezisiyle kanitlanmaya calisilmustir. iste
Mustafa Kemal’in Trabzon ve Dogu illerine diizenledigi geziye gider-
ken Bogaz’dan gegmesine karsin Istanbul’a ugramamasi, O’nun mu-
halefete karst duydugu Kkisisel igerlemenin bir gostergesi olarak yo-
rumlanmistir.

Gazi’'nin 30 Agustos 1924 tarihli Dumlupinar sdylevine ve 16 Eyliil
1924 tarihinde Trabzon’da Halk partililerle yaptig konusmaya ra-
porda 6nemli bir yer verilmektedir. Gazi, Dumlupmar’da iilkenin iz-
lemesini istedigi politikayr anlatirken laiklik, ulusal egemenlik ve
cumhuriyetciligi tek tek vurgulamis, Trabzon’da ise cumhurbaskani-
nin higbir partiye ait olmamasi gerektigi yoniindeki elestirilere cevap
vererek Halk Partisi’'nin kutsal 6zelliginin Tiirk bagimsiziginin ve 6z-
glrliigiiniin  kazamilmasindan kaynaklandigini, bu partinin lideri
olmaktan gurur duydugunu, iilkenin kurtulusunun bu partiye bagh
oldugunu ve kurulacak diger gruplarin ulusun yiice ¢ikarlarini tehli-
keye sokmamalar1 gerektigini belirtmistir. Lindsay’in Ata’nmn Trab-
zon konusmasindan ¢ikardigi sonug ise, samimi milliyetci 6zelligi goz
ontine alindiginda Mustafa Kemal’in Halk Partisi'nin sadik bir ele-
mant olarak g¢alisip ulusunun ilerlemesini temin edecegi ve boylece
hicbir muhalefetle karsilasmayacagidir.

Mustafa Kemal’in Ankara’ya doniisiinii takiben i¢ politika ol-
dukea hareketlenmis, onemli bazi generallerin kurulusu agikga tarti-
stlan yeni partiye girmek i¢in ordudan istifa etmeleri, bunun yani sira
Kasim baslarinda Miisliiman gd¢menlerle ilgili olarak hiikiimet hak-
kinda gensoru agilmasi ve sonunda giivenoylamas: yapilmasi ortami bir
hayli gerginlestirmistir. Hiikiimetin giivenoyu almasm izleyen giin-
lerde kurulan Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkas: hakkinda ise belgede
oldukega detaylt ve “ilging”” degerlendirmeler yapilmistir. Temel pren-
sipleri arasinda serbest ticaret, dini inanglara ve adetlere sayg: ile her
tirlii istibdata (otokrasi) karst muhalefet bulunan yeni partinin, Mec-
lis’in en kiltiirlii insanlarin1 biinyesinde toplamay: basardigi, ayrica
hiikiimete agik¢a muhalefet etme cesareti gosteremeyen Kkisilerin de
sempatisini kazandii, ancak resmi programimin Otesindeki gercek
politik amacinin tanimlanmasiin gii¢ oldugu belirtilmektedir. Biiyi-
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kelgi Lindsay’e gore Terakkiperverler de zihniyet olarak “laik’tirler
ve dini diisiincelerin devletin gelismesini 6nlememesi igin din ile devlet
islerinin ayrilmasini desteklemelerine karsin halifenin siirgiine gon-
derilmesini gergekten destekledikleri sdylenemez. Lindsay, bu- deger-
lendirmesini partinin gergek lideri olarak nitelendirdigi Rauf Bey’in
sirgiin karar1 alindigi sirada Tiirkiye’de bulunmayisiyla bagdastira-
rak pekistirmek istemistir.

Tim bu goézlem ve degerlendirmelerin Slanl sira Terakkiperver
Cumhuriyet Firkas’’mn cumhuriyetgiligi ve milliyetgiligi de raporda tar-
tistlmaktadir. Soyle ki, Terakkiperverler, Osmanlt Sarayi'nin devletin
politikalarin1 etkilemesine asla izin vermemek konusundaki kararhlikla-
11 olgiistinde cumhuriyetgidirler, ancak yine de Abdiilmecit’i Dolmabah-
¢e’de halife olarak birakmayi tercih edebilirlerdi ve hatta onun gérevine
ayn1 ya da benzer yetkilerle donmesini isteyebilirlerdi. Bunun yani sira,
Terakkiperverler, idarede yabanci etkisine asla izin vermeyecek oOlgii-
de milliyetgidirler. Biiyiikelginin degerlendirmesine gore, Terakkiper-
ver Cumhuriyet Firkas: iiyelerinin hayata bakis agilar1 rakiplerinin-
kinden daha genistir ve idarecilik konusunda daha deneyimlidirler;
buna ilaveten, cumhuriyetgilikleri de daha katiksizdir, zira emirlerini
tek adamdan almaya hazir bir Halk Partisi'nin yaninda Tiirkiye’yi
Batt Avrupa demokrasisi ¢izgisinde yoOnetebilecek ¢ok sayida Tiirkiin
bulunduguna inanmakta ve gozlerinin Oniinde kuruldugunu gor-
diikleri istibdatla miicadele edilmesi gerektigini disiinmektedirler.

I¢ politikadaki gelismeleri olduk¢a yakindan izleyen Lindsay, Te-
rakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkasi'nin Kasim’in ikinci yarisinda giig¢ ola-
rak degilse bile etki olarak oldukga ilerleme kaydettigini ve géz Oniine
almmasi gereken bir unsur haline geldigini vurgulayarak ismet Pasa’
nin istifasini takiben kurulan Fethi Bey hiikiimetinin “gegis hiikiimeti”
olarak goriildiiglinii ve cumhurbaskanmnin yeni kabineyi ilimh Fethi
Bey’e kurdurarak taraftarlarinda meydana gelen moral bozuklugunu
ortadan kaldirmay1 ve bagka bir takviye metodu bulununcaya dek za-
man kazanmay1 amagladiginin tahmin edildigini bildirmektedir. Bii-
yiikelgi, 1924 Tiirkiyesi {izerine hazirlamis oldugu raporunun i¢ poli-
tikaya iligkin boliimiinti su gozlemlerle bitirmektedir: *... Terakki-
perver Parti, yeni hiikiimeti dis goriiniisiine gore kabul etti ve muha-
lefeti Gylesine frenlediler ki bes-alt: hafta sakin gegti. Ulke ¢apinda, Te-
rakkiperverlerin resmi aday koymaktan gekindikleri bir dizi yerel se-
¢im yapildi... Bu hareketsizlik devresinde, Halk Partisi’nin morali-
nin diizelip diizelmedigi higbir zaman bilinmeyecektir. Ciinkii Subat
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1925’de geri planda Terakkiperverler tarafindan nelerin basarilabil-
digini bilmemiz imkéansizdi, fakat yilin sonuna gelmeden once Fethi
Bey’in sikintlarinin muhalefetten degil, resmen kendisine destek veren
Halk Partisi’nin asir1 kanadindan kaynaklandigi ve bu kimselerin
onun ihmhhgindan rahatsiz olarak daha kuvvetli bir politika izlen-
mesi konusunda direttikleri ortadaydi. Gazi’nin bu diisiinceleri pay-
lastig1, bir Bahriye Vekaleti kurduktan sonra bu goreve kendisine en
bagh taraftarlarindan biri olan Ihsan Bey’i goreve atayarak kabinede
agir1 kanadi giiglendirmesi ile goriildii. .. Yil sona ererken hiikiimetin
gegici niteligi agikga belli olmustu. Esasen hiikiimet 1925 yilinda daha
da dramatik durumlara digti.””®

SONUC ,

1924 yili Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin ¢agdas ve laik devlet olma
yoniinde dnem!i atiimlar yaptig1 bir yildir. Laiklik ilkesinin gergekles-
mesi yolunda en Onemli ve zor ¢alismala«n yapildigi bu dénemin bir
ingiliz biiyiikelgisi olan Lindsay tarafmdan degerlendirilmesi raporu
olduke¢a ilging kilmaktadir. Biiyiikelgi, iilkede bulunan tiim yabanci
temsilcilerin gosterdigi titizligi gostermekte ve hiikiimetin i¢ sorun-
lara yonelik attift adimlari saniyen izleyip degerlendirmektedir. Ra-
porda devletin siyasal, anayasal ve egitim yapisindaki degisimlerin ve
bunlara paralel olusumlarin, gelismelerin dnemli bir yer tuttugu goriil-
mektedir. Gozlemlerinden, biiyiikelginin basini, parlamento ¢alisma-
larim1, Halk Partisi toplantilarini ve Atatiirk’iin konusmalarin1 yakin-
dan inceledigi anlasilmaktadir; ancak bazi degerlendirmelerinde taraf-
sizhgint kaybettigi agikga goriilmektedir. Ornegin, Hindistan’daki
Ismailiyye Mezhebi Baskan1 Aga Han ile ingiltere kralinmn 6zel danis-
mant Hintli Emir Ali’nin halifelik kurumuna dokunulmamasint rica
amaciyla Basbakan Ismet Pasa’ya gonderdikleri mektubun bagbaka-
nin eline gegmeden basinda yaymlanmast iizerine Istanbul’a bir Istik-
lal Mahkemesi gonderilmesini, “hiikiimetin istedigi zaman uygun ol-
mayan muhalefeti bastirmaya hazir oldugu” seklinde yorumlamakta-
dir. Biiyiikelginin bu yorumunu dogal karsilamak gerekir, zira Ingil-

8 Fethi Bey 2 Mart 1925’te bagbakanliktan istifa etmis, 3 Mart 1925’te Ismet Pasa
kabineyi kurmustur. Fethi Bey’in istifasina neden olan onsekiz kisilik takririn Halk Fir-
kas1 Grubu’nda goriisiilmesi sirasinda Halk Firkasi'nin “asir1 kanadi” olarak bilinen ve
onsekiz kisilik takririn sahipleri ile Fethi Bey arasinda sert tartigmalar, hatta ithamlar ol-
mustur. Seyh Sait olaylar: tartisilirken Fethi Fey’e gruptan “Bir avug¢ Kiirt’ten mi korku-
yorsun?” itiraz1 yiikselmisti. Fethi Okyar, Ug Devirde Bir Adam, Yay. Hzr. Cemal Kutay,
istanbul, 1980, s. 368-369.
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tere’nin dis politikasinda Ortadogu ve Uzakdogunun Onemi bilin-
mektedir ve bu bolgedeki gikarlarini korumak igin Miisliimanlar1 na-
sil kullandig: tarihsel bir gergek olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ancak
yeni kurulmus Cumhuriyet’in disaridan gelecek en ufak tehlikele-
re karsi 6zenle korunmasi ve onu tehdit edebilecek olaylaria evvel
den Onlenmesi gerekmekteydi. Lindsay’in halifeligin neden saltanat-
tan sonra kaldirildigi konusunda degerlendirme yaparken Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti’'ni samimiyetsizlikle suglamasi ve “yiiziinden maskesi
diisen” bir gocuga benzetmesi ise, lilkesinin geleneksel dis politikasinin
etkisiyle olusan duygusalliginin bir baska ornegini olusturmaktadir.
Raporunda halifeligin kaldirilmasindan sonraki olusumlar: ve
tepkileri oldukga iyi inceleyen Lindsay, 20 Nisan 1924 Anayasast ko-
nusundaki tartigmalar1 degerlendirirken, belki gergekleri bilmedigi
icin belki de kasith olarak, Atatiirk’i diktatorliikle suglamaktadir.
Eger Ulu Onder’in Ismet inonii’ye soylediklerini bilebilseydi belki o sa-
tirlar1 yazmayabilecekti. Clinkii O, “mecliste gogunlugumuz varsa...
istedigimizi yaptirabilir, istemedigimiz seylere mani olabiliriz... her-
hangi bir meselede bir dogru neticeye varmak, Meclis gogunlugunun
bulunmasina ve o ¢ogunlugun egilimine baglt bir meseledir’” derken
demokratik parlamenter sisteme olan inancini dile getiriyordu. Bii-
yiikelgi, raporunda Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkasi’m1 da oldukga
ayrintih olarak incelemis, ancak bu yeni olusuma yaklasim: bir hayli
ilging; soyle ki, hayata bakis agilar1 rakiplerinden daha genis, ida-
recilik konusunda daha deneyimli ve Meclis’in en kiiltiirlii insanlarimi
biinyesinde toplamayi basardigini iddia ettigi bu yeni partinin cum-
huriyetgiligini “daha katiksiz”’ olarak nitelendirirken tarafsizliktan bir
hayli uzaklasmaktadir. Atatiirk’iin Nutuk’ta da belirttigi gibi Cum-
huriyet’i dogdugu giin bogmak isteyenlerin, kurduklar1 partiye “Ilerici
Cumbhuriyet” adim1 vermeleri acaba ne derece samimidir ? Lindsay’in,
“laik zihniyetli”” olarak nitelendirdigi Terakkiperverlerin din ve devlet
islerinin ayrilmasini desteklediklerini iddia etmesine karsmn “halife-
nin yurtdisina ¢ikarilmasin1 gergekten desteklediklerini sdylemek giig-
tiir’” derken kendi kendisiyle geliskiye diistiigli de gozden kagmamak-
tadir. Bunun yani sira Cumhuriyet Halk Firkasi’nin da dine saygih ol-
masina kargin Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkasi’'nin bunu ilke edinip
tliziglinde vurgulamasinin nedenlerine raporda hi¢ yer verilmemis
olmasi da oldukga dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu noktanin biiylikelginin goziin-
den kagtif1 diisiiniilemez, ancak geldigi tilkenin siyasal yapisinin etki-
sinde kalmis olmasi olasih@ fazladir. Halifeligin kaldirilmasina tepki
olarak olusan “cumhuriyet¢i’” goriiniimlii bir parti hakkinda son de-
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rece olumlu diisiincelere sahip olan Ingiliz biiyiikelgisi, acaba bu par-
tinin yeni Tiirk devletini devlet baskan: halife olan bir Cumhuriyet
yonetimine gegirebilecegine mi inaniyordu? Raporda, Terakkiperver
Cumbhuriyet Firkas: hakkinda son derece detayli degerlendirmeler ya-
pilirken perde arkasinda bu partinin bulundugu kanmitlanmis olan Seyh
Sait ayaklanmasindan s6z edilmemesi de oldukga ilgingtir.

Sonug olarak, Biiyiikelgi Lindsay’in zaman zaman tarafsizliktan
ayrilmasma karsin Mustafa Kemal Tirkiyesi’'ndeki laiklestirme ¢alis-
malarinl ve yeni olusumlar: bir yatanci goziiyle degeclendirdigi goz
6niine alimmalidir. Bunun yani sira biiyiikelginin, raporun “Genel Goz-
lemler”” bashkl boliimiinden de anlasilacag: tizere, 1924 Tiirkiyesi'nin
cagdaslasmaya yonelik ¢abalara sahne oldugunu, birgok sorunun kok-
ten ¢oziimlendigini ve herseyin Otesinde Tirkiye'nin Tirkler tarafin-
dan yonetildigini oldukga iyi anladigi goriilmektedir.
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mtinople indicated some momentary

alarm, the menacing nature of the gesture
served s asetul purposo in the future, ad acted as n wirning o juurnnluu
wd others that the Guvernment. would bo prepresd, il it suited it, wuupvlcgm
inconvenient opposition.  The Lulure of the proceedings against Jahid and” Velid
Boys with other leatures of mternal palitices, which enme w the Tore at the e
moment, scemed at the tine to weaken the position ol Ismet Pasha’s Government,
but the {'cople’s party remained nominally wnited under his leadership, and, in
Iaet, tho Government was so little concernnd at the rebul) it hid veccived that it
was able a month later to pardon frecly the two minor offenders whom the Indepen-
dence 't t had coudenmed to terms of inprisomnent, while the goneral course
of the policy that had been lnid down sulfered no deviation whatever.

2. The early part of the year was spent by Muostafa Kemal Pasha at Smyrna,
partly, no doubt, Tor rensons of health. — Pefhinps, nlso, it was convenient for him
to withdraw himsell from the centre of activities at Angora al i momeft when the
Lidget was being settled and the dealt ol the new Constitution being prepared
Very likely, too, the Pasha paid attention to the loeal politics ol Smyrna, which have
always been dominated strongly by the Union and Progress party. It was
accordingly from Smyrma that signs ol activity first showed themselves.  (n the
beginning of the month of Februnry the newspaper editors of Constantinople were
invited to meet the President and to discuss matters with him, Ouly Velid Bey, of the
Conservative and  Islomic *'Tewhid-i-Blkiar,” was not received. The® Tormal
speeches exchinnged at the bauquet nt which the journalists were entertained, were
alove published, and little trangpivod of*what passed in the Tonr honrs' discossion ;
but it was afterwards learmed Crom some of those present that the Ghazi's I:mgu:\i:c
in talking of the Caliphate was characterised by the uhnost animus.  On the
Journalism o Coustantinopls (he visit had its doe efleet, Tor the newspaper
writers, when they returned to their desks, pevhaps lattevad, perhaps frightencd,
poured out encomtims on the President, and L the hlame Tor the bad administration
of which they did not cense to complain, on his advise ud Ministers.

2 Hhe meeting of the genernls, snmmoned about the
port of Forkey the corps and ather communders attended o
ar game " at Smyrn L which the malitary fessons of the war ol independence
sre exponnded nnd meuleated.  Nobody, however, believed that it was for thes that
these oflicers hnd been hrought togecher.” ‘Pho proceedings opencd with a speech by
Lsmet Pasha on the pohitical situntion of the world in general and on the position
in it of Turkey in partienlar; and when this was over and the stall oflicers had
withdrawn, the commanders ol higher rank renained to participate in a disenssion
which lasted for three howrs.  Moving with the cantin that is clinracteristic of
hiny, the President was nssuving himsell that in the evisis abont to arise he could
* rely on the fidelity or his corps commanders and troops.  There had already been
rumonrs, confirmed liter by events, that somo of them were not as meh devoted to
his person as he might wish :

4. In the meanwhile, indieations of the mmedinte appronch of the crisis
multiplicd. The tone ol the press hecame more and more shrill, attacks on the Caliph
himsell and the whole house of Osman more frequent and ontspoken, while it was
suggested thal tosafeguard the Republican vdgime not mercly the Caliphate, but other
vehigious institations hitherto bound up inexteicably in the {:uln-in of the old Turkish
State, such as giomsschools, Sheri tribunals nmf’]-iuuu trusts required to be dealt
with i ndenstic manner, - The Parlinentary Commission which was at work on
the Constitution veported a dreaft, in which no mention was made of the Caliphate
ut all except to disquadify tho Caliph himsell and mewbers of his family Trom
membership of the Nationnl Assembly  Towards the end of February Adnan Bey,
Constantinople delegate of the Minmtry for Foreign Alfaivs, told fliu Majesty’s
ropresentutive openly, though confidentinlly, that changes were contemplated.  The
Caliph’s band wag conjured up from Dolmia Bagtehe to Tehmkayn, and the tono of
the speeches in tho Purlimment at Angova and in the meetings of the People’s party
becnme ever more fiery.  Reonl Bey and Velid Bey, the eﬁiw of the ™ Tewlid-i-
Efkinr,"" equally wnable to approve or to'oppose what was about to happen, left
Turkey for visits to Enrope.  “The netuad erisis eame on the 2nd and 3rd Mareh.

5. On the st Mareh the President 1o make his annual wddress (o the
Assembly on the beginning of the new financial year, and it was expected that he
would avail Lhimsell of the opportunity to give nlead to Deputies and indicate the
line of policy he would wish them to follow.” In the event he did no such thing; and
iis speech, thongh it contains allusions of nnmistakable significance, proved to be

|
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somewhat in the nature of an nnti-climax. It was clear that ha preferred on !.hu
whole to keep himsell in the background and not ostentationsly to incite W action
whero no incitement was veally necessary.  Indeod, at the meeting of the People’st
party on the 2nd Mareh the proceedngs were fairly thorongh as well as rapid in
their chareter.  Four draft laws had been prepared and were submitted.  The first
and the one ot most spectneular importaice dealt with the Caliphate, and in its
original form provided merely that the Caliph was deposed and the office of the
Caliphate sbolished.  ‘This simplo formula, ns & result of discussions in and outside
the party meeting which proceeded at intorvals the whols duy long, was amplified w
the phiase :  the function of Caliph being essentially included in the meaning nna
connotation of Government and Republic, the oflice of Caliph is abolished.”" ~ The
form of words reprosented a compromise on which it was possible, not without
ditliculty, to get a vast majority of the Deputies to ngree; but on other artivles of
the law the party were more intransigent even than the deafters,  The Caliph and
certain categorics of princes and princesses were o be lorbudden cternally fromy
rvesudence in Turkey, and the party in its meeting of the 2nd March widened theso
rics, thoreby” increasing considerably the mumber of - persons to be seut into

Nity, more;; next day, when the law was before the Assembly, the Ghnzi Pasha
himsell, 1w an interval between sittings, urged that princesses shonld be exempted
from the expulsion order, it failed to mdice the acquiescence of his supporters.

O. Three other 'draft luws were presented simmltancously to the party and,
together with that vn the ubolition of the Caliphate, discussed off aud on throughout
the day.  T'he fivst abolished the Ministry of Religions Aflairs, substituting for it o
subordinnto oflice chnrged with the various functions of appointiments to mosques, &e.
I'he second law |\Iuw(¥ all educational establishments under the Minister of Public
lustruction, therehy depriving the Evkal admmistration of all authority over
edueation and exnbiishing purely seenlar control. 1t also provided that a theological
fneulty should be established in the university, and that provision shondd be made
in schools for the trainipg of lower religions functionaries,

7. These Bills were intended to mark tho definite separation of Chureh and
State; the fourth, intended likewiso to mark a sepnration ol the avmy from politics,
lard down that the supremo command of the army shonld bo excreised by the
Chief of the Staflf on behalf of the President of the Republic.

8. On the drd Mareh all these dralt lnws were cunetod by the Assembly, again
ittings lasting off and on thronghout the day and oy ly by overwhelming
ties, thongh also not without severe opposition. Thnt very evening orders
raphed to the anthorities in Constantinople, who had been warned to be
m readiness, and in the emall hours of the morning the Caliph was aroused rrom
sleep and given n shore time in which to prepure limsell for exile. ' At dawn ho
st out, aceompanied by the ofticials of the republic, in motor-cars, and thronghout
the day Constantinople at large had no knowledge of where he had boen taken to.
Assumatter of Taet, his immedinte destinntion was Chatalja, where, on the evening
of the 4th he was pnt on the Orient Fxpress and sent to Switzerland. Tho
nnthoritios can hardly be blwmed for taking every precaution against the poasibility
of demonstrations hostile to their action, but it ‘was widely felt that the expulsion
was curried ont in circumstances of unnecessary indignity.  The delegntion had to
apply ot the Hatinn Embassy for visas for the depnrting Caliph and his svite, and
protested energotically at the Halinn seeretary's insistence on providing a diplomatic
awd not womere ordinary visa.  Within the next ten days all the members of the
Tmperial family followed Abdul Mejid into exile.. choosing each one his own
immedinto dostination.  Monoy Tor the jonrney was given i every vaso, but no
provision whatover was mnle Tor the subsistence abrond of the Caliph or of the
princes and princesses.

0. ‘The abolition of the Caliphate and the exile of the whole House of Osman
wank an epoch in the history of Turkey and of Islam the full consequences of which
cannot be realised now or perhaps for many years to come.  Viewed merely ne an
incident in Turkish “politics, the event is interesting enongh to arrest atieniion.
With the defeat ol the Greeks the phantom Government nf‘ Constantinople faded
awny, hut the Caliphate was retained, for the eamonllage impressed the Moslem
subjects of the Allies and weakened their hands for action rgainst the Turkish
State.  Seavcely had the armies of accupation avacunted Constantinople when the
Government of the (rand National Ausembly vanished and a republic, naked and
wiaslmed, took its placs.  After this the rulers of Turkey mqninx‘ only fonr menths
i which to make up their minds that the of European armed was

[13234] r2
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definitely passed. The Galiphate had sevved its purpose and another camouflago
was swept away, 1L wad as i a child dropped aomask Trom before its Faeo. 1t only
ns Lo be seen whether, in the conrse ol its politicul evolution, Turkey will now
2 Just step on the path of sincerity: 2
10, Ountside the parlinmentary civele ol Angora no reaction whatever agamst
the abalition of the Caliphate was o be observed during the year 1024 1t was,
inddeed prtent that many mdividuads mnst Leel deeply on the subjeet, but the lassitude
aned indifierence ol the musses on the one hund, and on the other the resolute
demeanour ot the Goyermment were snllicient to ensure that completo calm was
maintiined.  No farlher expulsions from the country were necessary, ag was once
Teared, and no more ‘Tribunals of Jidependenes. The only nervousness displayed
by the Government showed itself in a certain reluctance o allow news to transpire
in the press ax to the nssamption of the Caliphal oflice by others-znotably by
Kiwe Huossen of the Hedjaz.  For o short while this almost amonnted™o a veiled
consorship, but as the futility of Hussein’s claim becane more evident the nervousncss
worg-nfl. 1he Turks were ot going to nbolish the Caliphate in order that others
might snateh the diseaeded mantle. The secular-minded had 1o use in Turkey for
office, amd for purposes of internal vetorm were prepared to run great rigks by
espelling a voxious clement from the Tnrkish system; but in the past it had
contribufed to giving to the Ottoman Empire o hegemony—a leadership—among
Moslem States and nations, and no ‘Turk wonld stand by and watch other States
ey to v udisearded weapon in ovder to seeurs that leadership to themselves

11, Within the walls of the Assembly the atmosphere was very diflerent. It
will never be known how many of the Deputies who with acclamations flung out
the Hause of Osman, really in their seeret conseiences approved the abolition of the
Caliphate; but certaanly in the remaining six weeks ol the session Deputies behaved
as i, knowiyg tint opposition to what fhey most disliked was vain, they would give
to their feelings of inpor disstisfnetion in other ways.  The result was that
within a fortmght ot the i trivmpl on the 4th Mareh the Chamber was
almost nprontionsly out of hand. A strong Oppesition to et Pasha’s Cabinet
Tormed itselU; the saertive of Tonr of his Nimsters was demamnded ;. and when the
Durean of the People’s pn l most of the enndidatbs put forward
ent were dgnominiously defeated.  The n hattleficld, howevor,
w, the dealt of which was reported by e special parliamentary
the end of Fehrmry; and te special !miyl« of attaek were the three
m.rurlnnl articles dealing with the presidentinl vightS ol veto over legislation, the
vight of dissolution, amd the supreme command of the army. By the et of March
an aente eristy had avisen, and it requived an estraordinarily adroit speech by
tin the People’s party meeting, and probably the personal Tntervention by the
himself hehind the seenes, Lo save the situntion.  Then, to the surprise ol
observers, followed 0 complete surrender of the govermuental and presidentiul points
ol view as to veto ad dissolution which were whittled down to nothing at all, while
the guestion of the supreme command was settlod by n compromise of obscure und
enigmatic import.  The Ghazi kept himself serupulously aloof from all controversy
nmt’su-mod disposid to et matters take their course. . Perhaps he felt that Deputies
had alveady been pushed Far enongh in the Caliphate yuestion, and that to push
Tarther wonld hring them o the breaking-point; possibly he may have consoled
hinsell with the convietion that whatever paper barviers o Constitution could erect
in his path, nothing would prevent hime from having his way in the things that
venlly mattered to him Be it na it mny, on one point all wero agreed that the
session could not e allowed to go on much er.  Ministers found things far
too disagreenblo—Deputies begnn to be Irightened at theiy own tomerity; a date
was fixed by when, vegardless of all other considerations, the session should come
to an end.  Everything was subordinated to this one object; business was crowded
in anyhow s ad onthe 22nd April, amid mieh confusion and in n porfect orgy of
ill-digested decisions and legislation, the Naotional Assembly was ndjoumogyfur
six months,

12. By so dispersing, the Assembly ronounced the elaim which vsed to be put
furward on its hehulf to be regarded ns the sole depository of popular sovereignty,
and as the Constitution limited closely the powers of the executive thero was some
wonder how the welter of confusion in which public affnirs now found themselves
vonld ho elenved np,  The Conatitution snd the hudget had been passed, and the
final separation ol Chuveh ind Stato nehieyed, hut ‘whole series of schools and law
courts were nbolished wnd no considerel work enrried ont to repluos thom. Nothing
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was done to restore Toarkish evedit s the conpons question remained nntonched excopt
that the last of the coded revennes wre taken from the Debt. Administeation; the
renewal of the Ottoman Bank concession wias shelved; not to be settled for another
twelve months; while the rilwey wowag not setted Tt prejudged by the
passage of n law on the last day of th whicl reed that the Government
shonld re-purelinse the line and aperate it withont the intervention of any company
Reconstruction, the fiseal system tion, jndicial ovganisation, fomily Taw, all
required nrgent attention; as a matter of fact, so far ns is kndwn, no atlention was
pid to nny of these guestions hy the end-of the year except to that of abolishing
the tithe, which came to froition in 1925,

13, For five or six months, therefore, politics descended to a lower fi A of interest
and importance.  The seandal of the vich Armenians, who by bribery effected their
return 1o Turkey, kept the press ocenpiod From carly
for violent attacks om Ferid Bey, the Mimster of the Int big
conneetion with Damad Ferid's Cabinet was snked up to detriment, varions
afticinle were dismissed or sspended and @ commission of enguivy was appointed.
Towards the end of May, not until the affair had had its damnging effects on the
Governmont, Tsmet Paglia allowed his Minister to vesign and repliced him by Rejel
Ilv{ There was a further flavenp of inferest in the affair in August, when n
well-known Depity came to blows with a Constantinople joivnalist, after which
the question again hecame dormant,  (In the enrly part of 1925 the commission’s
veport was considered it a seeret session of the Assembly and, whatever the merits
af the ense against him may have ‘erid Bey was decently whitewashed)  This
aflfair formed for some months the prineipal field of attack against the Government,
It the press of Constantinaple, s somatter of fact, showed strong hostility oll along
the It Lverything seeved as a stick with which to eudgel the Cabinet—the octroi,
the netivitios of the ) 1, the behavione of the Vali. the maladministration of
the port, of the settlement of exehanged Moslems from Greeee, the abnses of the
abnndoned property Iaw A strong and rooted opposition hetween Constantinople
Angorn heeame a defiy wre in the politienl situntion.  Foreign aflairs
formed mere interlndes -apgitations ngainst France and Taly, and against” Clreat
Britain over the Masal question when the Constantinople Conference hroke” down ;
while the ratifieation of the Lansanne Treaty in early August fell flxt. Far away
at Dinebekiv, o lie0e clond like a man’s hand are<e on the horizen, when the Tureo-
Kurdish Congress met,  Of what. passed no anthentie acconnt has transpired, hut
the Kurdigh party were reportad to le potting forward demands of the most far-
reaching charneter.

14. At the end of Awmgust the President of the Republic left Angora and
attended a ceremony at Donmdon Poamar, the hattlefield where the Greek forces were
shattored in 1922 Alter o fow duys’ rest at Bensa e started on nn officinl visit
to Trehizond and the castern vilayets, nominally to visit the scenes of o recent earth-
anake, bt more probably to stimulate local interest in the People’s party. Two
features of the jonrney were noticeable : first, the ostentations manner in which he
steamed throngh the Bosphorns without visiting the town—this was a sign of his
persomal resentient agninst the eentre of appesition to his Government; the second
the markedly cold veception which ho received at “Prebizond.  Such was the
mosphore. that n hojn publicly asked him to nllow the reopening of the medressehs
12), and such his displeasnre that the Vali was dismissed and replaced

1

15, Two important political speechos were m Ly the Pasha during this trip -
the fivst at Donmlon Ponar, and the second at Trehizond.  In the fivst ho exponnded
the poliey which he desired the country to follow; Iniciantion. national sovercignty
and Republieanism wore all emph, e inenlented the disinterested and
carnest patriotism with which he himself is probahly inspived, anid nrged the nation
to work hard and honeatly in ordor to modernise the Turkish State, (o eivilise it to
ieve suecess in cconomie and social 1ife, aud to remove all obstacles, superstitions
soneeptions which ean impede the development. of the conntry on sonnd and
seientific lines.  Tn the speeeh at ‘Prebizond he in substanes developed his idens na
ta the political process hy which these results were (o be achieved ; replying (o eritica
who held that a President should he ahove politics and of no party in the State, the
Ghnzi proclaimed the saered character of the People’s party, aseribing to it the

iovoment of ‘Turkish independence und Tiberty, and priding himself on being its
eader.  Ho warned his hesrvers that the aalvation of the conntry depended on the
party, and that the formution of other gronps must imperil e nation's highest
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intevests. dndging by fature conrse of events, and crediting Mustafa Kemal with
a larger measure of sinctre patriotism, the pre |Iillf of this declarntion must he that
he, working throngh the People’s party as an obedient agent, \\‘fllnhl ensure the
progress of the ng wl that, in doing so, he would allow himsell to he halked by
no opposition

16. At this woment

year, foreign polities malerinlly
impinged on internal, wheii the diffieultios eansed by the Torkish inension into Trak
veached an acute stage. The National embly was hastily convoked some days
earlier than it was due (o meet, and the President of the Republic «mll s journey
short and hastened hack ta the eapital,  The erisis, however, was so c||||<-k|y sottled
by reference to the League of Nations that it had little effect on the eonrse of internal
affairs.

17. "The Assembly theretore came together on (e 181 ()«-llulu-
formal opening of (e new session at which the President e his
only took place on the 1st November, the preseribed date. For f st three weeks
the Opposition was brisk bt unorganised, nnd Refet Bey. Minis W Reconstrne
tion, beeame the centre of attack for wismanagement of The work of resettling the
Mahometan immigrants Trom Greeee. 1t was clear that there was 2 good deal
of disconfent among Depnties aver the condition of the country in general; for six
months the Gavernment had been freed from the worry of an elected Assembly, hut.
nothing had heen done fo clear up the chaos in the administration.  The atmesphere
was decidedly eleetrie, and something of a sensation was cnnsed by the 1
of half & dozen prominent: generals from the army in ovder to devote themsely
polities in the new party, the formation of whic I was now openly canvassed
actal interpellations of the Government on the
ook plaee in (he first days of November, bt the Government foak o ] gl
the nftack  Tu the frst place it had Refer Bev tle ineriminated Minister, elected
vicepresident of fhe ANesembly, and abolished his o plonent : in the seeond place
it put the vote of confidence in the whole Government on the extremest theory of
Suhinet palidnyity s nettn] debate hyatod Touy daye, Precident hinwel !
tenided, giving elose attention to the procecdings aml almost divecting the taeties
of Nig adberents. The proceedings were so violent sl dis doerly that Fethi Bey,
the president of the Assemble, clarvacterised (em o few davs Taler as constitnting «
danger to the prineiple of free speech, sl devlaredd Bis intention of preventing theiy
reenrrenee. T the end the Covernment receiveal its cote of confidence T 117 1o 19
18 Lmedintely after this the Peaple’s party held o meeting, at which the fivst

ations of dissidents swere poesentdd T also added new roles foits constitn
' by Fovther Titinge the vights of oy wwernhers, wore intendeld to
reinforee discipline.  The wew parety now FTorally seceded sl set itsel 6 up in doe
complianee with the vegnivements of the Lo with
affices, contstitution aud progeamnne. The latter i
oo trande, vespect for celigions heliefs and eostones ad onyield appoesilion to
any form of autocrney. 1 ealled itself the Progressive Repmblican party: prohahly
its actoal nnmbers have never been very great, bt it suepeeded in seenring the
adbierence of the most intelligent men in the Assembly. and most likely the
mpathies of many more who have lached the cour openly to avaw themselves
asapponents af the CGavernment, so that it has conmanded morve influcmee than actnals
strength. Tt is not very easy to define the party's renl politieal creed, apart Trom
the formal phirnses of its printed and publizhed pr Ax always.in Turkish
wlit personal jenlonsies, ambitions aud aninwositic i nt pavt, and
tha individual predominance of the Cihazi on the stagre, where unnecompnniod by Tis
personal favonr, drives many into oppesition; hat 1h e more than  this
Comparing the Progressive with the Popular partv, the difference is one vather of
gree than of fact, The Progreseives ave also * laie ™ inomentality, and in favonr
of such separation of Clureh and Stata ag will present yeligious considerntions from
impeding the development. of the State, hut it is wore than doobtful whether they
renlly approved of 1} pulsion of the Caliph, and it is (o be remembered that Reonl
Bey. the real Jeader of the party, proferred to absent himself from Tarkey at the
moment when that decision was tnken.  They are stranely Republican to the extent
of being determined never (o allow the Tlonse of Osmion to influence the policies of
the State; yet it is possible that they wonld have preferved to keep Abdul Meiid in
thae tawdrey splondone of Dolma Ragtehe as Caliph, sud even that they might like to
sen him or one like him vetuen there in the same or in o similar eapaeity.  The
Progressives are strongly Nationulist, In thot thay will never sllow foroign or
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e exerted in the direction of afinivs s il nsed Lo be; yet
i wider thun that of their opponents, md they are moro
Lis

Torkish intluen
ontlook on il
Familiar with what good administeation onght 1o he, and their desive to attain
soemueh keener that they wounld admit of more compromise with the principle that
Turkey nmst be governed hy Turks,  Finally, their re icanism ig of o purer hlend,
for, while the People's pavty is prepared To take its orders in all things from one
wan, the Progressives, rightly or wrongly, and probably wrongly, think that there
are Turks in the Tirkey of toaday mmmerons and competent enongh to conduet a
Clovernment on the lines of o West-Fyrapean demoe and that the do facto
antoeracy which they see Teing established hefore th a thing to be fought
npainst,
9. Sueh is the party which by the seeond half of November had made such
progress, if not in strength, yet in inflnence, that ik had become an element serionsly
to be veckoned with, Partienlarly portentous (o the Ghazi Pasha must be the,
disaffection of his army corps commandors. In the pe

nor

A

W conjunctire his hand?
was forced by civenmstances, for Tanot Pasha, his Prime Minister, whose health had
Decoma worse and worse throngh the summer, was no longer nhle to work and handed
in his resignation,  After a fow days' vost. he enme down to the Princes Tslands,
where he nnderwent trentment and o végime which improved his health,

20. The new Cabinet. was formed nnder Fethi Bey, President of the Assembly,
wha had Teld vivions oftices hofore nnd onee the Premiership, e himself by now
i semi-oppasition ta the Government, and was known to be far more moderate

W
in his views than his predocessor, and his Cabinet. included at least threo Minisiers
who we i to e am the very sve of seceding from the People’s party.  From the

8L, on as one of transition, and it is to e presimed
that the President’s ohjeet in confiding power to so moderate a man as Fethi was to
stap the rol in the ranks of his own snpporters and (o gain time while some other
wethod of consolidation conld be formd. The Progressive party, on the other hand,
accepted the new CGovernment at its face value. and opposition from them in the
embly comsed 1o sueh an extent that five or six weeks of calm ensued,  In the
try noseries of by elections took placa, nt whielt the Progressives vefrained from
rnlhug up oflicial enndidateos; yob nt most of them the aceredited eandidate of the
vaple's party were dofeated, and the election at Brusa of an avowed religions
reactionary like Nureddin Pasha constitnted a striking phenomenon.  Whether
tiring this period of gquiesconee the rot in the ranks of the People's paity was
stopped or not will never be known For certain (for the end eame in Fehrnary 1925
in cirenmstanees which made it impossiblo to ascertain how mneh had been
accomplished mnder the surface By the Progressives), bnt before the end of the year
it was clear that Fethi's diflicnltios were coming not from the Opposition but from
the extreme wing of the Peaple’s party, on whese support he officially, depended, and
that these men, dissatisfied at his moderation, were pushing for the adoption of a
more vigorons poliev.  That the Ghazi shared these views was shown by his action
in strengthening the extreme element in the Cabinet by the erention of n Ministry
of Marine and hy the appointment. thereto of ono of his most devoted personal
adherents, one Thean Bey. Fethi also found himself forced to thko strong action
agninst. two insignificant press argang, the * Tole Senz ** and the " Orient News, "’
The year closed with the transitory nature of the (lovernment very apparent.  The
dramatic cirenmstances in which il actually fell helong ta 1925,

fir sthi's Government was ool

General Observations

2L By the end of 1920 the divectors of Turkish poliey might well elnim to
mpleted the cevolntion ™ if by that phrase they meant. that Turkey mnst ha
r dedd ns nnew State with the imum of nssocintion with the past. "T'he
conntry had been freed from foreign military ocenpation and “Porkish anthority ran
wpehecked from end to end. Capitalations had heen completely abolished, and alien
privilega nnd influence w stirpated. The Greek and Armeninn questions had
heen sodved, by brotal and headstrong methods imdeed, hut.to an extent so nearly
complete Thit the population of the conntry, thongh far from being homogencous, is
more w0 than it his ever hoon hefore,  Finally, the completo separation of (hurch
and State hand boen achioved, withont any serions nntoward vesults appeari thin
the period mider review. “Theso are ohjectives which Turks have long pursiod, and
which in themselves are unobjectionable, and they may well congratulate themselves
on having attained them, e at n heavy prive. The Turkey of 1921 has been
governed hy Turks ns it nover was heforo: the ground has heen clonred, foreym
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relntions have been peaceful, and tho, Government has heen free to devole its
attention to the formidable task of modnmhlm‘ tha Bxllo. There i ng Iack of zeal
and fire, and it is well that it should be so, for the roadtin long nnd rugged ; nor is it
right to impugn the patriofism or sincority of those wha nre now soeking to lead the
Stats throngh'new and nnfamiliar cfuntry. Every stop taken, hawever, must bo in
accordance with the principlos of-stricf seculatism and of au intense ngtionalism

ing often to
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