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Before you go fishing for the first time, it is really helpful
to learn and understand more about fishing as a whole so
that your initial experiences are successful and fulfilling. In
time, fishing will become second nature, to the point where
it becomes a part of your everyday life. 

Henry Gilbey
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Pelagic longline gear had several independent evolutions, but the most widespread form appears to have been originally 
developed by the Japanese as early as the mid-19th century. Technological developments such as polyamide monofilament 
line and modern fishing vessel construction have resulted in the evolution and expansion of this gear type as the primary 
worldwide method of commercially harvesting large pelagic fishes such as broadbill swordfish and tunas.
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The adaptability of the gear through changes in materials, lengths, and deployment strategies has resulted in generally high 
selectivity for many target species, the bycatch of protected species by pelagic longlines is considered a global problem in 
the conservation effort to sustain populations of sea turtles, sea birds, and some istiophorid billfishes (sailfishes; spearfishes; 
marlins). Recent research on the modification of pelagic longline fishing strategies uses this inherent adaptability of the gear
to avoid or reduce the mortality of bycatch species. 
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