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 The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) at its Nineteenth Session in March
1991 called for the development of new concepts which would lead
to responsible, sustained fisheries. Subsequently, the International
Conference on Responsible Fishing, held in 1992 in Cancûn (Mexico)
further requested FAO to prepare an international Code of Conduct
to address these concerns. The outcome of this Conference,
particularly the Declaration of Cancûn, was an important
contribution to the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), in particular its Agenda 21.
Subsequently, the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks was convened, to which FAO
provided important technical back-up. In November 1993, the
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation
and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas was
adopted at the Twenty-seventh Session of the FAO Conference.



 Noting these and other important developments
in world fisheries, the FAO Governing Bodies
recommended the formulation of a global
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries which
would be consistent with these instruments and,
in a non-mandatory manner, establish principles
and standards applicable to the conservation,
management and development of all fisheries.
The Code, which was unanimously adopted on
31 October 1995 by the FAO Conference,
provides a necessary framework for national
and international efforts to ensure sustainable
exploitation of aquatic living resources in
harmony with the environment.



 FAO, in accordance with its mandate, is
fully committed to assisting Member
States, particularly developing countries, in
the efficient implementation of the Code
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and
will report to the United Nations
community on the progress achieved and
further action required.





 Fisheries, including aquaculture, provide a vital source of
food, employment, recreation, trade and economic well
being for people throughout the world, both for present
and future generations and should therefore be conducted
in a responsible manner. This Code sets out principles and
international standards of behaviour for responsible
practices with a view to ensuring the effective
conservation, management and development of living
aquatic resources, with due respect for the ecosystem and
biodiversity.





 The Code recognises the nutritional, economic,
social, environmental and cultural importance
of fisheries, and the interests of all those
concerned with the fishery sector. The Code
takes into account the biological characteristics
of the resources and their environment and the
interests of consumers and other users. States
and all those involved in fisheries are
encouraged to apply the Code and give effect
to it.
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