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1 - NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE 
CODE

 1.1 This Code is voluntary. However, certain parts of
it are based on relevant rules of international law,
including those reflected in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December
19821. The Code also contains provisions that may
be or have already been given binding effect by
means of other obligatory legal instruments
amongst the Parties, such as the Agreement to
Promote Compliance with

http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/v9878e/v9878e00.htm#F1


 International Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels
on the High Seas, 1993, which, according
to FAO Conference resolution 15/93,
paragraph 3, forms an integral part of the
Code.





1.2 The Code is global in scope, and is
directed toward members and non-members
of FAO, fishing entities, subregional, regional
and global organizations, whether
governmental or non-governmental, and all
persons concerned with the conservation of
fishery resources and management and
development of fisheries, such as fishers,
those engaged in processing and marketing
of fish and fishery products and other users of
the aquatic environment in relation to
fisheries.





1.3 The Code provides principles and
standards applicable to the conservation,
management and development of all
fisheries. It also covers the capture,
processing and trade of fish and fishery
products, fishing operations, aquaculture,
fisheries research and the integration of
fisheries into coastal area management.



1.4 In this Code, the reference to States
includes the European Community in
matters within its competence, and the
term fisheries applies equally to capture
fisheries and aquaculture.
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