RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES



FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

» General

» States and all those engaged In fisheries management should,
through an appropriate policy, legal and institutional framework,
adopt measures for the long-term conservation and sustainable use
of fisheries resources. Conservation and management measures,
whether at local, national, subregional or regional levels, should be
based on the best scientific evidence available and be designed to
ensure the long-term sustainability of fishery resources at levels
which promote the objective of their optimum utilization and
maintain their availability for present and future generations; short
term considerations should not compromise these objectives.



» Within areas under national jurisdiction, States should
seek to identify relevant domestic parties having a
legitimate interest iIn the use and management of
fisheries resources and establish arrangements for
consulting them to gain their collaboration In
achieving responsible fisheries.



» For transboundary fish stocks, straddling fish stocks,
highly migratory fish stocks and high seas fish stocks,
where these are exploited by two or more States,
the States concerned, Including the relevant
coastal States In the case of straddling and highly
migratory stocks, should cooperate to ensure
effective conservation and management of the
resources. This should be achieved, where
appropriate, through the establshment of a
bilateral, subregional or regional fisheries
organization or arrangement.



» A subregional or regional fisheries management
organization or arrangement should include representatives
of States in whose jurisdictions the resources occur, as well as
representatives from States which have a real interest in the
fisheries on the resources outside national jurisdictions.
Where a subregional or regional fisheries management
organization or arrangement exists and has the
competence to establish conservation and management
measures, those States should cooperate by becoming a
member of such organization or a participant in such
arrangement, and actively participate Iin its work.



» A State which is not a member of a subregional or
regional fisheries management organization or is not a
participant in a subregional or regional fisheries
management arrangement should nevertheless
cooperate, iIn accordance with relevant international
agreements and international law, in the conservation
and management of the relevant fisheries resources
by giving effect to any conservation and
management measures adopted by such
organization or arrangement.



» Representatives from relevant organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, concerned with
fisheries should be afforded the opportunity to take part in
meetings of subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements as
observers or otherwise, as appropriate, in accordance
with the procedures of the organization or arrangement
concerned. Such representatives should be given timely
access to the records and reports of such meetings,
subject to the procedural rules on access to them.



» States should establish, within their respective
competences and capacities, effective mechanisms for
fisheries  monitoring, survelllance, control and
enforcement to ensure compliance with therr
conservation and management measures, as well as
those adopted by subregional or regional organizations
or arrangements.

>



» States should take measures to prevent or
eliminate excess fishing capacity and should
ensure that levels of fishing effort are
commensurate with the sustainable use of
fishery resources as a means of ensuring the
effectiveness of conservation and
management measures. States and subregional
or regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements should ensure transparency
IN the mechanisms for fisheries management
and in the related decision-making process.



States and subregional or regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements should
give due publicity to conservation and management
measures and ensure that laws, regulations and other
legal rules governing their Implementation are
effectively disseminated. The bases and purposes of
such measures should be explained to users of the
resource in order to facilitate their application and
thus gain increased support in the implementation of
such measures.
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