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Data gathering and management
advice

When considering the adoption of conservation and
management measures, the best scientific evidence
available should be taken into account in order to
evaluate the current state of the fishery resources
and the possible impact of the proposed measures
on the resources.



Research in support of fishery conservation
and management should be promoted,
including research on the resources and on
the effects of climatic, environmental and
socio-economic factors. The results of such
research should be disseminated to interested
parties.



Studies should be promoted which
provide an understanding of the costs,
benefits and effects of alternative
management options designed to
rationalize fishing, in particular, options
relating to excess fishing capacity and
excessive levels of fishing effort.



States should ensure that timely, complete and
reliable statistics on catch and fishing effort are
collected and maintained in accordance with
applicable international standards and
practices and in sufficient detail to allow sound
statistical analysis. Such data should be updated
regularly and verified through an appropriate
system. States should compile and disseminate
such data in a manner consistent with any
applicable confidentiality requirements.



 In order to ensure sustainable
management of fisheries and to enable
social and economic objectives to be
achieved, sufficient knowledge of social,
economic and institutional factors should
be developed through data gathering,
analysis and research.



States should compile fishery-related and
other supporting scientific data relating to fish
stocks covered by subregional or regional
fisheries management organizations or
arrangements in an internationally agreed
format and provide them in a timely manner
to the organization or arrangement.



 In cases of stocks which occur in the
jurisdiction of more than one State and for
which there is no such organization or
arrangement, the States concerned
should agree on a mechanism for
cooperation to compile and exchange
such data.



Subregional or regional fisheries
management organizations or
arrangements should compile data and
make them available, in a manner
consistent with any applicable
confidentiality requirements, in a timely
manner and in an agreed format to all
members of these organizations and other
interested parties in accordance with
agreed procedures.
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