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Precautionary approach

States should apply the precautionary approach
widely to conservation, management and
exploitation of living aquatic resources in order to
protect them and preserve the aquatic environment.
The absence of adequate scientific information should
not be used as a reason for postponing or failing to
take conservation and management measures.



 In implementing the precautionary approach,
States should take into account, inter alia,
uncertainties relating to the size and
productivity of the stocks, reference points,
stock condition in relation to such reference
points, levels and distribution of fishing mortality
and the impact of fishing activities, including
discards, on non-target and associated or
dependent species, as well as environmental
and socio-economic conditions.



States and subregional or regional fisheries
management organizations and
arrangements should, on the basis of the best
scientific evidence available, inter alia,
determine:



 stock specific target reference points, and, at
the same time, the action to be taken if they
are exceeded; and

 stock-specific limit reference points, and, at the
same time, the action to be taken if they are
exceeded; when a limit reference point is
approached, measures should be taken to
ensure that it will not be exceeded.



 In the case of new or exploratory fisheries, States
should adopt as soon as possible cautious
conservation and management measures, including,
inter alia, catch limits and effort limits. Such measures
should remain in force until there are sufficient data to
allow assessment of the impact of the fisheries on the
long-term sustainability of the stocks, whereupon
conservation and management measures based on
that assessment should be implemented.



 The latter measures should, if appropriate, 
allow for the gradual development of the
fisheries.



 If a natural phenomenon has a significant
adverse impact on the status of living
aquatic resources, States should adopt
conservation and management measures
on an emergency basis to ensure that
fishing activity does not exacerbate such
adverse impact.



States should also adopt such measures
on an emergency basis where fishing
activity presents a serious threat to the
sustainability of such resources. Measures
taken on an emergency basis should be
temporary and should be based on the
best scientific evidence available.
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