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Management measures 
States should ensure that the level of fishing permitted
is commensurate with the state of fisheries resources.

States should adopt measures to ensure that no vessel
be allowed to fish unless so authorized, in a manner
consistent with international law for the high seas or in
conformity with national legislation within areas of
national jurisdiction.



Where excess fishing capacity exists,
mechanisms should be established to reduce
capacity to levels commensurate with the
sustainable use of fisheries resources so as to
ensure that fishers operate under economic
conditions that promote responsible fisheries.
Such mechanisms should include monitoring
the capacity of fishing fleets.





 The performance of all existing fishing gear,
methods and practices should be examined
and measures taken to ensure that fishing
gear, methods and practices which are not
consistent with responsible fishing are phased
out and replaced with more acceptable
alternatives. In this process, particular attention
should be given to the impact of such
measures on fishing communities, including
their ability to exploit the resource.



States and fisheries management organizations
and arrangements should regulate fishing in such a
way as to avoid the risk of conflict among fishers
using different vessels, gear and fishing methods.



When deciding on the use, conservation
and management of fisheries resources,
due recognition should be given, as
appropriate, in accordance with national
laws and regulations, to the traditional
practices, needs and interests of
indigenous people and local fishing
communities which are highly dependent
on fishery resources for their livelihood.



 In the evaluation of alternative conservation
and management measures, their cost-
effectiveness and social impact should be
considered.

The efficacy of conservation and management
measures and their possible interactions should
be kept under continuous review. Such
measures should, as appropriate, be revised or
abolished in the light of new information.





States should take appropriate measures to
minimize waste, discards, catch by lost or
abandoned gear, catch of non-target species,
both fish and non-fish species, and negative
impacts on associated or dependent species,
in particular endangered species. Where
appropriate, such measures may include
technical measures related to fish size, mesh
size or gear, discards, closed seasons and
areas and zones reserved for selected fisheries,
particularly artisanal fisheries.



Such measures should be applied, where
appropriate, to protect juveniles and spawners.
States and subregional or regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements
should promote, to the extent practicable, the
development and use of selective,
environmentally safe and cost effective gear
and techniques.



States and subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements, in
the framework of their respective competences,
should introduce measures for depleted resources
and those resources threatened with depletion
that facilitate the sustained recovery of such
stocks. They should make every effort to ensure
that resources and habitats critical to the well-
being of such resources which have been
adversely affected by fishing or other human
activities are restored.
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