
WATER TOXICOLOGY



• Toxicological effects must be effects on an individual, unless they are indirect. 

• With indirect effects, that affect an organism via a toxicological effect on 

another species. 

• Direct effects must affect the function of  an organism.. 

• Notably, there cannot be ecological effects without some organism being 

directly affected. In these cases, organisms that are likely affected, but not 

conspicuous, may escape attention in the short term. 



An environmental toxicant can effect at different levels
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Mercury Cycle
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Toxicant exposure effect
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