Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I'd like to welcome people to this course, Religious Education. My name is Dr. Yıldız Kızılabdullah. I'm an associate professor of this course. And what this is going to be is a comprehensive introduction to the religious education. So, we are going to cover a very, very wide range of topics including educational institutions, history of religious education, examples of religious education models in Turkey and overall the world, analyzing the curricula of the religious education in Turkey and so on.
The style of this is there'll be two lectures a week. You take notes any way you choose. The evaluation goes like this. There is a Midterm and a Final. Attend all the classes. Keep up with the readings. Ideally, keep up with the readings before you come to class. You could come by during my office hours, which are on the syllabus, and you could send me an e-mail and set up an appointment. I'm very willing to talk to students about intellectual ideas, about course problems and so on.
Ok, what’s this course about?
This is actually not a solid history course nor the education course. Contrary this is both of them. Each education and history. But we are going to look the history in the view of education.  So, in this case, we are going to start from the time of Prophet Muhammad, not as a historian but as an educator. We are going to talk about the Republic of Turkey and its models in religious education, modern time, and now. We are going to discuss the time about education and educational institution. In this case, we are going to discuss the education before madrasa and understanding of education in view of ancient scholars, religious education and ethics course, elective courses, their curricula, formal and non-formal religious education in schools, Koran Courses, Nursing homes, prisons, and etc. We will read different articles and evaluate them in case of religious education.
After finishing this course you will gain a wide range of perspective on religious education. You should be able to get some information about the institution and critical thinking on the curricula and models of religious education.
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