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RB
realism (c.l850)
Literary
Theory/Art
Realism in the NOVEL and in painting was
identified and defended in mid-19th century
France and applies paradigmatically to the
practices of the novelists Stendhal (17831842), Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850) and
Gustave Flaubert (1821-80); by extension,
to much 19th-century English fiction.
It is a mode of fictional representation
which gives an illusion of a world experienced as a reader might experience life.
Techniques vary, but they include a high
level of specification of material details,
concentration on mundane incidents and
problems, focus on a single life, straightforwardness of temporal POI^4T OF VIEW,
consistency of FOCALIZATION, and backgrounding of NARRATOR ('impersonality').
See also SOCIAL
'VERISMO'.

NOVEL,

NATURALISM

and

Gustave Courbet (1819-77) epitomizes
the Realist painter; his paintings, produced
in naturalistic and verist style, depicting
everyday life rather than grand historical
subjects.
R Wellek, 'The Concept of Realism in Literary
Scholarship' (I960], Concepts of Criticism, S G
Nicholls, ed. (New Haven, 1962), 222-55; G J
Becker, ed.. Documents of Modern Literary
Realism (Princeton, 1963)
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realism
Philosophy/Psychology
Often
associated with the work of Scottish philosopher Thomas Reid (1710-96), and
German philosopher Immanuel Kant (17241804). Usually used in either of two ways:
(1) the view that abstract concepts have a
real existence and can be studied empirically; (2) the doctrine that the physical world
has a reality separate from that of the mind.
Over the reality of universals (see PLATONISM) and other abstract objects, realism
contrasts mainly with NOMINALISM and CONCEFTUALISM (see also

RESEMBLANCE THEORIES

OF UNIVERSALS). In dealing with the reality
and status of things around us, it contrasts
with IDEALISM and PHENOMENALISM. It contrasts with ANTIREALISM on the possibility of
truths independent of our powers of verifying them or manifesting knowledge of them.

All this suggests that realism (like 'real') is
mainly defined by contrast. As with many
philosophical terms, 'realist' can apply to
some features of a view to other features of
which some contrasting term applies.
Compare CAUSAL REALISM, CRITICAL REALISM,
MODAL REALISM, NAIVE REALISM a n d PERSPECTIVE REALISM.

D N Robinson, An Intellectual History of Psychology (London, 1976)
ARL, NS
realism Politics View of international relations as the pursuit of INTERESTS.
States pursue their own security and prosperity in international relations, whatever
their apparent aims, alliances or moral
claims.
Graham Evans and Jeffrey Newnham, The
Dictionary of World Politics (Hemel Hempstead,
1990)
RB
realism^tuitionism (20th century) Mathematics Realism is the mathematical philosophy asserting that mathematical statements
have a reality independent of their proposer
which determines whether the statement is
true or false; intuitionism asserts that a
mathematical statement can be called true
only if it has been proved in a finite number
of steps.
JB
realistic grammar (1960s) Controversial
assumption made in earlier versions of
TRANSFORMATIONAL GENERATIVE GRAMMAR
a n d LEXICAL-FUNCTIONAL GRAMMAR.

The form of a grammar should be 'psychologically' realistic; that is, the rules should
reflect the mental organization of language
and the psychological processes involved in
its use. Most proposals of this kind (for
example, the DERIVATIONAL THEORY OF COM-

PLEXITY) have been seriously challenged in
PSYCHOUNGUISTICS.

M Halle, J Bresnan and G A Miller, eds. Linguistic Theory and Psychological Reality (Cambridge,
Mass., 1978)
RF
reality principle Psychology Proposed by the
Austrian founder of psychoanalysis Sigmund
Freud (1856-1939).

