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Bloody battles were fought when the Chinese launched two major spring
offensives April 22-30 and May 16-21, 1951. The fighting at the “Iron Triangle’
and other points on the eastern front were particularly costly in human life.
However, U.N. Forces were not only able to withstand the enemy assaults, but
they pushed back the enemy forces far north of the 38th parallel as far as the
“Wyoming Line.” Gen. Van Fleet was ready to push further north to annihilate
both North Korean and Chinese troops who were exhausted, short of supplies,
and on the run. At this juncture, on May 20, Gen. Ridgway wrote to the Joint
Chiefs in Washington that ‘for the next sixty days the United States government
should be able to count with reasonable assurance upon a military situation
offering optimum advantage on support of its diplomatic negotiations.’
However, both Ridgway and Van Fleet were prohibited from carrying out their
battle plans by the Joint Chiefs in Washington, for Washington and its allies had
no inclination to press the crumbling enemy northward, to extend the U.N.
front and put at risk all that had been gained. The objective stated by the Joint
Chiefs was to bring about “an end to the fighting, and a return to the status quo;
the mission of the Eighth Army was to inflict enough attrition on the fce to
induce him to settle on” a U.N. proposed cease-fire plan.

As the Chinese were compelled to concede a stalemate, Kim Il-sung was
powerless to prevent the crumbling of his hopes of unifying Korea by force. In
the growing mood for cease-fire in the United States, U.N. Secretary-General
Trygve Lee stated on June 1, 1951 that if a cease-fire could be achieved roughly
along the 38th parallel, the 1950 resolution of the Security Council would have
been fulfilled. Following this, on June 7 Secretary of State Acheson told a
Senate committee that U.N. Forces in Korea would accept an armistice on the
38th parallel.

Those makers of American forelgn pollcy who felt that the Korean War was a

“wrong war, fought at the “wrong place,” at a wrong time,  sought various
ways to end what they called the “Korean conflict.” They did not reccgnize the
legitimacy of the Beijing government. “We do not recognize the authorities of
Peking for what they pretend to be,” said Assistant Secretary of State Dean
Rusk, “ It is not the government of China. It does not pass the first test. It is
not Chinese.” However, the American policy makers saw no alternative but to
deal with the Communist Chinese regime ‘in deepest secrecy.” However,
China's insistance on a simultaneous withdrawal of all foreign troops from
Korea created a deadlock.

The Armistice Negotiations. The deadlock was broken when Soviet Deputy
Foreign Minister and Ambassador to the U.N. Jacob Malik indicated that the
Soviet Union wanted an end to the fighting in Korea. In his speech of June 23,
1951, before the U.N., Malik said that “the Soviet peogle believe that the
Korean situation may be settled in a peaceful manner, and that the first step for
the belligerants to take is to initiate truce talks for a cease-fire and an armistice
providing for mutual withdrawal from the 38th parallel.” He ended his speech
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The new round of truce talks established the then existing battle line as the
truce line and demilitarized zones on each side. With this the U.N. Command
issued a cease-fire order. However, the issues related to POWs were not settled
until June 1953. As of December 1951, some 132,474 Communist POWs were
reported to be held at UN. POW camps on Kgje Island and other locations, and
11,551 U.N. POWs were reported to be held by the = Communists in the
north. Deadlocked on the POW issue, the truce talks were suspended in late
February 1952.

While the truce talks were broken off, Moscow, Beijing, and Pyongyang
brought about charges of alleged poison gas and germ warfare of the United
States. Meanwhile, the Communist POWs on Kgje Island carried out riots in
February and March, producing many casualties (89 dead and 186 wounded)
among the POW's as well as the guards (I dead and 38 wounded). Then, on May
6, the POWs of the barrack No. 76 took POW camp commander, Brigadier
General Francis T. Dodd, as hostage, extracting several concessions while
gaining beneficial propaganda materials for the Communist truce team.

The truce talks were resumed on April 19, but the POW issue soon brought
about another deadlock. At that juncture, Gen. Mark W. Clark, who succeeded
Gen. Ridgway in mid-May, ordered massive air attacks against selected targets in
North Korea (the hydroelectric dams on the Yalu river at Sup'ung and other
dams or reservoirs for irrigation and water supply) in order to force the
Communists to negotiate more earnestly for the truce. Meanwhile, bloody
battles were fought at such places as the Christmas Heights near Yanggu, the
“Iron Triangle,” the “White Horse Ridge,” and the “T-Bone Ridge” in summer
and fall. Contrary to Gen. Clark's anticipation, the Communists showed no
more earnest desires or willingness to compromise, and the talks were
suspended again on October 8. Major Gen. William K. Harrison replaced
Admiral Joy as head negotiator of the U.N. Command at the truce talks, but he
was no more successful than his predecessor had been in bringing the
Communists to agree to the U.N. proposals.

As he promised during the presidential campaign, president-elect Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower visited South Korea, met President Rhee, and surveyed
the situation in early December 1952, hoping to find a solution to bring about
an ‘honorable peace” in the Korean War as quickly as possible. But he found it
difficult to persuade President Rhee to accept the cease-fire plan of the Allies.

President Rhee, who saw a golden opportunity in U.N. intervention for
reunification of Korea under the Republic of Korea, was vehemently opposed to
a negotiated truce from the beginning. ,In October 1951, when truce talks
resumed at Panmunjom, the South Korean government had already issued a
statement opposing the cease-fire without unification,” and stated that if the
U.N. Command signed a truce, South Korean armed forces would take
independent action. Considering ‘the truce without victory would mean an act
of national suicide,” President Rhee presented his conditions for cease-fire
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which included (1) immediate withdrawal of all Chinese troops from Korea,
and (2) disarming of the entire North Korean troop force. He made it known
that the North Koreans would hold general elections after the above two
conditions were met to elect their representatives to the National Assembly of
the Republic of Korea. Needless to say, his idea of cease-fire meant the end of
the division of Korea.

In order to bring President Rhee to accept the U.N. plan for cease-fire, the
American government assured the South Korean government that (1) if the
Communists violated the truce, U.N. Forces would not limit their war against
the Communists only in the Korean peninsula, (2) the United States would
maintain its security posture in and around South Korea until the establishment
of peace. However, Rhee opposed the U.S. plan because its proposal did not
guarantee the withdrawal of Chinese troops from the peninsula.

The death of Stalin on March 5, 1953 had an immediate impact on the
Communist side in dealing with the Korean armistice talks. As a result, on
March 28, North Korean premier Marshal Kim Il-sung and commander of
Chinese “volunteers Gen. Peng Dehuai sent a message to Gen. Clark proposing
the resumption of truce talks. Meanwhile, on April Il an agreement on the
exchange of sick and wounded POW's was signed, and two weeks later 194
American, Korean and other UN. POWs who were returned to the U.N. side
while the U.N. turned over 6,670 Communist POW's to the Communist side.

Truce talks which were resumed on April 26 ran into various problems
among which was the issue related to early repatriation of POWs and relocation
of those who did not wish to be repatriated. Witnessing the steady progress in
truce talks following the death of Stalin after which the Communists showed
more flexibility and willingness for reaching agreements with the U.N.
Command, on June 5, the South Korean government presented four conditions
for its “cooperation” with the U.N. command. They were: (1) conclusion of a
U.S.-South Korean mutual defense treaty; (2) continued stationing of U.S. Naval
and Air Forces in Korea; (3) U.S. economic and military assistance; and (4)
simultaneous withdrawal of U.N. troops and Chinese troops from Korea.

The United States agreed to those conditions presented by the South Korean
government, and since President Rhee declined to make a trip to Washington
D.C. to negotiate with the U.S. government, Washington agreed to send
Assistant Secretary of State Walter S. Robertson to Seoul. However, President
Rhee, who was convinced that the U.S. was making “a great mistake” in
adopting the tactics of appeasement and that the U.N. was ready to leave him
standing alone if necessary to secure an armistice, carried out his plan on June
18 to wreck the truce talks by releasing some 25,000 Communist POWs from
various POW camps without any authorization of the U.N. Command or prior
notice, reducing the Communist POW population from 35,400 to fewer than
9,000. Both President Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
issued statements condemning President Rhee's “violation of the authority  of
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the U.N. Command, and assured the Communists that the U.N. side conducted
its negotiations for an armistice in good faith. At the same time, they made it
known to the Chinese government that the U.S. government condemned Rhee's
action, and the U.N. side offered an explanation to the Communist side at
Panmunjom.

At this juncture, the Communists launched massive attacks against forward
bases on the eastern front held by South Korean troops. Meanwhile, Robertson
arrived in Seoul where several meetings with Rhee were held from June 27 in
order to secure his concessions. Robertson made it quite clear that if Rhee were
to remain intransigent on his refusal to honor the truce, the UN. would get out
of Korea and that, furthermore, the U.N. was ready to make an agreement with
the Communists with or without the consent of the South Korean government.

When Rhee secured the American agreement for economic and military
assistance, including a mutual defense treaty, on July 9, he submitted a written
statement to Robertson stating that although he could not sign the armistice,
“we shall not obstruct it, so long as no measures or actions taken under the
armistice are detrimental to our national survival. He promised that he would
“cooperate fully and earnestly in the political and peaceful achievement of
reunification of our nation” and that South Korea's armed forces would be kept
under the U.N. Command without specifying a time limit.

The Korean Armistice. 'The Korean armistice was signed at 10 AM., July 27,
1953 (Korean time) at Panmunjom by Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison,
representing the U.N. Command, and Gen. Nam Il of North Korea, representing
the communist side. The signing ceremony lasted twelve minutes. They
walked in the room quietly, signed the documents, and walked out quietly,
without handshake, ending the bloody war that had lasted three years. The
fighting was to cease at 10 P.M. that night. The armistice was endorsed by Gen.
Mark Clark, U.N. Command, and Marshal Kim Il-sung of North Korea and
Chinese commander of “volunteers Peng Dehuai at their respective real
headquarters.

With the signing of the truce, the 150-mile-long zig-zagging truce (military
demarcation) line was established, and on each side of the line a mile-and-half
(two kilometers) wide demilitarized zone (DMZ) was set up. According to the
armistice agreement, the Military Armistice Commission consisting of ten
members was established. It included five members appointed by the U.N.
Command, five by the Supreme Commander of the People's Army of North
Korea, and the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. The primary
mission of the Military Armistice Commission was to supervise the
implementation of the armistice agreement and to settle through negotiations
any violation of the armistice agreement. In addition, the armistice agreement
established 2 Neutral Nations Armistice Supervisory Commission of four senior
officers. Two of the members of this commission were of neutral nations




