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Location:Ephesus, TurkeyTheatre Type:Greco-Roman Odeion (Concert Hall) or Bouleuterion (Council Chamber)Date of 
Construction:Circa 150 ADRenovation Dates:Reconstruction by Selçuk Museum 1970 and 1990Archive Locations:

Efes Müzesi Selçuk (Ephesus Museum Selçuk, Turkey), Österreichisches Archaeologisches Institut (Archaeological Institute of 
Austria, Vienna), artifacts in British Museum. 

Excavations:1869, 1895-1913, post-WWI to the present day (Austiran).Dimensions:

Theatron: 47w X 32 meters - 154w X 105 feet 

Orchestra: 9w X 5 meters - 30w X 16 feet 

Stage: 30w X 4 meters - 98w X 13 feet 

(approximate measurements based on plan view) 

Seating Capacity:1,500Architectural Drawings:Plan View

The Odeion at Ephesus• Return to Previous Page• Maps and Directions• Glossary of Terms• Take the Tour• Timeline• 
Virtual Reality Tour HomeThere are two theatre structures at Ephesus, the Great Theatre and the smaller Odeion (Bouleuterion). 
An inscription tells us that the theatre was commissioned around 150 AD by the wealthy benefactor Publius Vedius Antoninus 
and his wife Flavia Papiane. The building is located at the northern edge of the State Agora in close proximity to the Pryteneion 
(the town hall), and has been interpreted both as a city council chamber (Bouleuterion) and as a small concert hall (Odeion). The 
structure, which resembles a small theatre, most likely served both functions. 

The building features a relatively small cavea (seating approximately 1500), a sunken semi-circular orchestra, and a shallow stage 
(pulpitum). The stage could be approached from either side using sloping parodos ramps and was backed by five doors leading to 
the Basilica Stoa (Royal Colonnade). The building could be accessed through doors in the Basilica; through large arched doors at
the end of the parodoi; and through an arched passageway leading to the top of the lower cavea seating area. 

An audience was provided with two tiers of marble seating separated by a single walkway (diazoma) and divided into thirteen 
wedge-shaped sections (kerkides or cunei). The bottom and top tiers of seating consist of thirteen and ten rows of seats 
respectively, and the kerkides are accessed by radiating stairways spaced throughout the cavea. The cavea is enclosed by a curved 
outer wall and most likely had a red marble colonnade above and behind the seating area. Evidence of this colonnade consists of 
cuttings in the floor for pilaster bases and numerous fragments of red marble. 

A small semi-circular, sunken orchestra measuring 9 meters by 4.5 meters is backed by a shallow (4 meters deep) stage or 
pulpitum. Covered parodoi (aditus maximus) form the two main side entrances to the stage, and several doors at the back of the 
stage lead to the adjoining building, the Basilica Stoa. At one time, a decorative façade, or scaenae frons, with columns and
statuary once stood. The archeologist J.T. Wood sent the surviving statuary to the British Museum in the nineteenth century. The
statuary includes a dynastic group of Emperor Lucius Verus and Empress Faustina the Younger, a silenus torso, and the Muse 
Erato. 
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Greek and Roman theatres typically provided little protection from the weather other than retractable awnings (velum). Smaller 
structures such as the Odeion and Bouleuterion however, were typically covered with a roof, comprised of wooden battens 
covered with clay tiles, supported by large triangular wooden trusses. As there are no water runoff channels in the orchestra, the 
Odeion was probably covered with such a roof. A narrow corridor with its deep drain separating the Odeion from the Basilica was 
a trough for rainwater shed by the roofs of both buildings. 

Restoration work was begun on the Odeion in 1970 by the Selçuk Museum. Before the work was done, only six rows of seats 
were visible and the ruins were deteriorating. In 1970 and later in 1990, the museum paved the stage and used concrete to stabilize 
the support under the seating. The work also reconstructed the entire two-tiered seating area above the first few rows, which were 
the only rows of marble seating to have remained intact. 

- Author: Amanda Heffernan (student research assistant), Whitman College. 2003 

Bibliography:
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Aphrodisias stadyumu Antik dönemin en iyi korunmuş stadyum yapısıdır. 270 m. 

uzunluğundaki yapı 30 adet oturma sırasına sahiptir ve 30.000 kişiyi 

barındırabilmektedir. Spor müsabakalarının yapıldığı bu yapıda tespit edilen yazıtlar 

dinsel törenlerin de burada yapılmış olduğuna işaret etmektedir. Yapı her iki bitiminin 

de eğimli yapılmış olması tek bitimi eğimli standart stadium planından farklılık 

göstermektedir ve bu nedenle amphitheatral stadium olarak adlandırılabilmektedir. 

Kesin bir tarihsel veri tespit edilememekle birlikte yapılan çalışmalar sonucunda 

stadium Roma imparatorluk evresi başlarındaki yoğun inşa faaliyetinin bir parçası 

olduğu tespit edilmiş ve böylece MS.1.yy içine tarihlendirilebilmiştir. 
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Augustus Dönemi’nde, Agrippa MÖ 33 yılında Alban Dağları’ndan şehre su taşıyan 

Aqua Iulia’yı hizmete açmıştır. 

Eş zamanlı olarak Aqua Marcia’nın kapasitesi artırılmıştır. Üçüncü bir kemerli 

suyolu ise Anio suyunu Campus Martius’a taşıyan, bugün Trevi Çeşmesi’ni besleyen 

Aqua Virgo’dur. 

Yaşlı Plinius (MS 79) nüfusu 1 milyonu bulan kentin su ihtiyacını sağlayan diğer su 

tesisatı projelerine değinir:
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